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Sketch 

Mayme  Herbert  Hamrick,  the  author,  was  burn  in 
Webster  County,  West  Virginia,  February  27,  lb93.  She 
is  the  second  daughter  of  .'.dam  Dolliver  and  Margaret 
Ellen  Hamrick. 

In  a  rural  school,  in  the  settlement  of  Ha:  ',  Greg¬ 
orys,  and  Dodrills  on  Elk  river.  Miss  IT  began 

her  education,  subsequently  graduating  fro.  1  the  Web¬ 
ster  Springs  high  school.  In  her  senior  year  she  was  a 
debater  on  the  literary  team  that  won  for  the  high  school 
the  first  contest  for  a  loving-cup.  She  qualified  as  a  teach¬ 
er  in  the  Teachers’  Training  Schools  and  West  Virginia 
Wesleyan  College,  and  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 
Webster  County  seven  years. 

Entering  George  Washington  University  In  1919  she 
began  the  study  of  law.  In  1923  she  graduated  from  Du- 
quesne  University,  the  first  woman  to  obtain  the  law 
degree  from  that  institution.  She  subsequently  studied 
at  West  Virginia  University,  and  the  Byron  King  School 
of  Oratory. 

In  1924  Miss  Hamrick  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  West 
Virginia,  the  eighth  woman  of  the  State  to  be  so  admitted. 
It  was  before  Chief  Justice  Taft,  the  only  President  who 
ever  became  Chief  Justice,  that  she  was  admitted  in  192S 
to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Eager  to  gain  experience  she  began  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  Huntington  following  her  admis  bm  to  the 
West  Virginia  Bar,  and  continued  until  1927.  It  was  that 
year  she:  was  appointed  attorney  in  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  of  the  United  States  and  assigned  to  the  V  est- 
ern  District  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1930  she  was  transferred 
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to  the  Department  of  Justice  with  headquarters  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  fn  1933  her  work  was  moved  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  where  she  is  employed  in  the  Department  of  Jus¬ 
tice.  She  has  assisted  in  the  litigation  work  pertaining  to 
tax  and  bond  cases  during  the  entire  eleven  years  she 
has  been  attorney  for  the  government.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Women  Lawyers,  the  Women’s  Bar  Association 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Federal  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Her  name  is  included  in  \\  ho’s  \\  ho  Among 
Women  Lawyers,  for  the  year  193S. 

Miss  Hamrick's  interests  and  activities  have  not  been 
limited  to  success  in  the  legal  profession.  She  formerly 
was  a  member  of  the  Business  and  Professional  Woman’s 
Club,  and  the  Altrusa  Club.  Early  in  life  she 'became 
active  in  the  cause  of  Temperance,  and  in  1927,  was  State 
President  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union  in  West  Virginia.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  the  American  Historical  Association.  She  is 
second  vice-president  and  publicity  director  of  the  W  est 
Virginia  State  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
which  organization  she  has  been  active  five  years.  Both 
Dr.  J.  O.  Knotts  and  Mrs:  Elizabeth  G.  Robinson  include 
her  name  in  their  lists  of  prominent  West  Virginians. 

Miss  Hamrick  is  a  direct  descendant  of  V  illiam  Dod- 
r ill.  Col.  Isaac  Gregory,  and  Benjamin  Hamrick  who 
were  among  the  first  settlers  and  pioneers  in  Webster 
County,  and  whose  descendants  have  always  played  a 
vital  role  in  the  history  of  the  county.  Her  grandmother, 
Rebecca  Dodrill,  who  married  James  M.  Hamrick,  was 
a  granddaughter  of  ‘‘English  Bill,”  the  first  of  the  Dod- 
rills  to  settle  in  the  county.  Her  great-grandfather  Ben- 
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jamin  Hamrick,  married  Nancy  Gregory,  a  ighter  of 
Col.  Isaac  Gregory,  the  first  of  the  Gregoi  ..  to  settle 
there.  Her  great-great-grandfather  was  Benjamin  Ham¬ 
rick,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Benjamin  and 
William  Hamrick,  the  pioneers,  and  James  Dodrill,  her 
great-grandfather,  in  1835,  built  the  first  schoolhousc 
ever  erected  in  Webster  County  and  hired  the  first  teach¬ 
er,  Benoni  Griffin,  a  son-in-law  of  William  Hamrick. 

The  facts  I  set  forth  in  this  sketch  support  the  state¬ 
ment  that  no  West  Virginian  i  ’.ore  competent  than  the 
author  of  this  book  to  write  the  history. of  the  Hamricks, 
and  of  the  families  with  whom  they  lived.  It  was  among 
tin  e  people  that  she  grew  to  womanhood;  and  her  suc¬ 
cess  in  college  and  courts  left  her  love  for  her  people  un- 
diminished.  In  this  book  they  will  find  local  history  and 
genealogy  rescued  from  precarious  places,  and  gleaned 
at  the  cost  of  money,  time,  and  labor  fr>  ;n  the  scattered 
traces  of  their  ancestors.  In  a  national  sense,  Miss  Ham¬ 
rick’s  study  is  a  contribution  welcomed  by  the  >  Tool  of 
historians,  who,  under  the  leadership  of  Turner  and  Pax- 
son,  have  attempted  a  thorough  and  accurate  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  history  of  the  American  frontier. 

Berlin  B.  Chapman. 

Fairmont  State  Teacher’s  College 

Fairmont,  W.  Va.  * 


Introduction 


The  original  purpose  of  compiling  the  data  contained 
in  this  book,  was  to  give  a  complete  story  of  the  early 
history  of  the  Ilamrick  family  of  Webster  County.  Two 
years  of  research  have  covered  the  history  of  the  family 
for  onlv  two  hundred  vears  beginning  in  17-10.  To  go 
further  into  the  past  would  require  more  time  and  re¬ 
search  than  can  be  given  to  the  subject  at  this  time.  The 
data  required  to  complete  the  early  history  of  the  family 
will  be  found,  if  available  at  all,  either  in  the  records  of 
the  counties  that  composed  the  original  thirteen  colonies, 
or  in  tlie  possession  of  some  of  the  descendants  of  Pat¬ 
rick  Hamrick.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  colonics 
were  divided  into  many  counties  just  as  the. states  are 
today.  In  the  course  of  years  many  government  build¬ 
ings  have  been  destroyed  by  lire,  and  all  the  records  lost 
through  that  or  some  other  agency.  Mor  over,  it  appears 
that  families  migrated  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  did  not 
alv.  : y s  leave  a  record  of  themselves.  The  writer  hopes 
it  will  be  possible  to  complete  the  early  history  of  the 
family  of  Patrick  Hamrick,  by  visiting  the  numerous 
counties  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  searching  the 
Hand,  Court  and  Miscellaneous  records  in  each  county. 
This  would  be  a  tedious  but  interesting  task.  If  tradition 
is  wrong  and  Patrick  Hamrick  did  not  first  settle  in  the 
Maryland  Colony,  then  some  method  of  research  could  be 
directed  through  the  state  historical  and  genealogical 
societies. 

The  easiest  and  most  accurate  way  to  obtain  a  story  of 
family  ancestry,  is  to  find  it  in  the  possession  of  some  one 
ol  the  present  generation.  Indeed,  that  appears  to  be 
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the  only  w  ay,  after  the  passing  of  so  •  any  years.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  this  brief  sketch  numerous  letters  have  been 
written,  and  newspaper  articles  published,  in  the  south 
and  southwest,  where  many  persons  of  the  name  Ham¬ 
rick,  are  prominent  in  social  and  professional  life.  The 
replies  and  inquiries  received  indicate  great  interest  in  a 
history  of  the  Hamrick  ancestry,  but  no  knowledge  of  it. 
It  is  therefore  believed  and  hoped  that  the  publication  of 
the  data  in. this  book,  will  have  the  cllcct  of  assembling 
other  data  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  Hamrick 
family. 

While  gathering  information  relative  to  the  history  of 
the  Hamrick  family,  the  writer  was  asked  to  publiT  some 
facts  per;  ’  :ng  to  the  early  history  of  other  families  of 
Webster  County.  Data  lias  been  collected  with  reference 
to  the  Dodrill,  the  Gregory,  and  the  Griffin  fa;  dies,  and 
a  short  history  of  such  families  is  incorporated  herein. 

The  Indian  stories  have  been  selected  because  of  the 
place  of  occurrence.  Geographically,  these  tragedies  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  localities  where  the  early  settlers  of  Web¬ 
ster  County,  including  the  above  mentioned  families, 
first  built  their  homes. 

No  literary  merit  is  claimed  by  the  writer  of  this  book; 
the  only  thought  and  purpose  in  reducing  the  manuscripts 
to  book  form,  being  a  response  to  hundreds  of  inquiries 
from  interested  members  of  the  Hamrick,  and  other  fami¬ 
lies.  If  the  book  is  received  and  read  with  appreciation, 
the  writer  will  have  realized  a  desire  that  prompted  many 
hours  of  tedious  work  in  collecting  and  assembling  the 
data  recorded  in  these  pages. 

Assistance  given  the  writer  by  her  father  and  by  those 
in  possession  of  documents,  photographs,  and  family 
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records,  as  well  as  help  given  !>y  persons  having  know 
edge  of  facts,  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Mayme  If.  Hamrick. 
"Webster  Springs,  West  Virginia. 

July  IS,  I93S. 


The  Pioneer 

I  studied  some  portraits  of  women  and  men 
Who  lived  in  the  last  century. 

To  me  all  the  faces  seemed  happier  then— 

Or  is  that  a  fallacy? 

Gazelle-eyed,  smooth  of  brow,  reposeful  of' mien. 

All  the  women  appeared  to  be, 

And  the  brows  of  the  men  were  unfurrowed,  serene. 
No  lines  of  perplexity. 

Yet  in  ease  and  finance  "the  men  have  progressed. 

And  the  women  from  hoop-skirts  are  free. 

Why,  why  should  our  faces  disclo  w  such  unrest 
While  we  boast  of  more  liberty  ? 

-  Hamilton. 

The  region  west  of  the  Alleghenies  in  West  Virginia, 
to  which  the  first  settlers  came,  was  a  rich  and  beautiful 
hunting  ground  of  the  Indians.  The  northern  and  south¬ 
ern  tribes  were  in  constant  hostilities.  Collision  between 
the  white  settler?  and  the  aborigines  was  inevitable.  The 
Indians  drove  the  settlers  back  to  eastern  Virginia;  and 
killedmany  of  them  during  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
but  the  settlers  returned  at  the  eh  se  of  the  war  and  oc¬ 
cupied  the  deserted  farm'.  Pontiac’s  var  began  s-. 
thereafter  when  he  came  in  the  guise  of  friendship,  c  i 
many  of  the  settlers  wer.-  murdered.  Those  who  esca 
tied  to  Virginia,  and  the  Greenbrier  Valley  was  not 
cupied  again  by  white  men  until  1769.  That  year  pio::  •  .r 
cabins  were  erected  far  and  wide  through  the  forest.  V- 
though  there  were  many  invasions  by  the  Indians  a'  ■- 
ward,  the  colony  was  so  firmly  stablishcd,  that 
never  again  destroy  'd. 
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The  Indians  never  owned  or  possessed  the  land  in 
e.-'t  \  »i e; i u iaf  although  in  1/63,  by  proclamation,  the 
King  of  England  prohibited  settlements  west  of  the 
Alleghenies,  until  such  time  as  the  land  was  purchased 
from  the  Indians.  Governor  Fauquier  of  Virginia  issued 
thice  proclamations  to  settlers  to  evacuate  lands  in  West¬ 
ern  \  irginia  when  no  settlors  were  there. 

1  he  Greenbrier  Valley  in  West  Virginia,  was  the  gate¬ 
way  to  the  Kanawha  Valley,  and  thus  to  the  Ohio  Valley. 
Greenbrier  County  and  vicinity  was,  therefore,  the  place 
of  one  of  the  first  settlements  west  of  the  Alleghenies. 

1  he  first  house  or  camp  was  built  there  in  1749.  The 
Greenbrier  Company  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Green¬ 
brier  County  and  sent  John  Lewis  to  survey  the  land. 
1  he  land  was  found  to  be  fertile  and  settlers  were  im¬ 
mediately  attracted  to  it.  Lord  Dunmorc,  Governor  of 
Virginia,  on  one  occasion  in  a  report  to  the  colonial  sec¬ 
retary  in  London  said  of  the  early  settlers,  “They  acquire 
no  attachment  to  place,  but-  wandering  about  seems  en¬ 
grafted  in  their  nature;  and  it  is  a  weakness  incident  to 
it,  that  they  should  forever  imagine  the  lands  further  off, 
are  still  better  than  those  upon  which  they  are  already 
settled.” 

Whatever  may  have  been  written  or  said  about  the 
pioneers,  or  early  settlers,  they  were  men  and  women 
equal  to  the  situation  that  confronted  them.  Into  the 
vast  region  filled  with  wild  romantic  beauty,  they  pressed 
westward,  eager  for  fresh  hunting  grounds  and  virgin 
farms,  traders  came  first  and  bartered  with  the  Indians, 
becoming  familiar  with  the  Indian  trails  and  paths.  The 
white  man,  hunter,  trader,  or  settler,  blazed  the  road 
along  Indian  trails  as  he  went  along  so  that  change  of 
°a.-'on  would  not  mislead  him.  Over  these  trails  or  paths, 
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the  early  settlers  came  to  West  Virginia.  Early  Dutch 
and  French  traders  became  interpreters  between  the  In¬ 
dians  and  the  white  men. 

The  pioneers  worked  with  their  hands  and  were  eiti- 
cicnt  in  the  occupations  and  trades  that  made  hie  livable 
and  existence  possible  in  a  wilderness.  4  hey  spun  and 
wove  the  flax  and  wool  on  spinning  wheels  and  looms  of 
pioneer  days  and  made  their  own  cloth.cs;  they  tanned  the 
leather  and  made  their  own  shoes.  1  he  women  did  their 
own  washing,  ironing,  and  housework,  and  in  addition 
many  of  them  worked  in  the  fields.  All  food  was  produced 
at  home  for  both  man  and  beast.  Salt  was  obtained  from 
a  distance  of  four  or  five  hundred  miles  and  was  used 
scantily.  Sorghum  and  maple  sugar  were  u  -d  almost 
exclusively  in  the  place  of  the  refined  sugar  :  today. 
Parched  com  and  wheat  were  often  used  for  e  '•  1  here 
was  no  starvation  nor  freezing  among  the  people.  I  he 
outgrowth  of  all  these  hardships  and  deprivations,  was 
a  strong,  independent,  self-reliant  citizenship  led  by 
statesmen  who  were  moulders  of  right  thinking  on  pub¬ 
lic  questions. 

During  the  period  of  more  than  a  century,  the  moccasin 
worn  by* both  men  and  women  in  the  pioneer  days,  has 
been  discarded  for  the  factory  made  leather  slice;  the 
hunting  shirt  for  the  modern  coat  and  vest:  the  cariiage 
and  wagon  have  been  replaced  by  the  modern  automobile 
and  truck;  and  the  tallow  candle  and  kerosene  lamp  have 
been  replaced  by  electric  power  lights.  Into  the  homes 
have  come  the  telephone  and  the  radio.  The  press, 
through  efficiently  edited  newspapers,  has  been  an  agency 
in  developing  a  common  interest  between  the  people  of 
the  cities  and  the  rural  sections. 
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One  author  has  pictured  the  change  thus,  “The  moc¬ 
casin  tracks  of  the  old  pioneers  have  long  since  been 
obliterated  by  the  inarch  of  modern  civilization  .  .  .  . 
The  first  settlers  who  dared  the  dangers  of  frontier  life 
in  the  unbroken  wilderness  of  the  bilk,  the  Gaitlcy,  and 
the  Holly,  have  crossed  the  great  divide.  Their  achieve¬ 
ments  are  onlv  traditional  historv.  .  .  .  Pioneer  historv 
in  this  country  ceased  with  the  subjugation  of  the  hostile 
Indians,  the  partial  clearing  of  the  forests,  and  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  modern  methods  in  house  construction.  It 
ceased  when  men  and  women  began  to  put  aside  their 
home-spun  clothes  and  buy  their  wearing  apparel,  made 
to  order.  W’hat  real  tragedies  and  comedies  could  be 
written  from  the  experiences  of  the  first  settlers  who 
moved  into  the  Elk  and  Gauley  valleys.  They  left  their 
'homes  and  their  friends  in  the  east  and  followed  the 
course  of  the  setting  sun,  braving  the  fury  of  the  Indians 
and  the  many  privations  and  hardships  incident  to  pio¬ 
neer  life.  .  .  .  Xo  Withers,  Doddridge,  or  Kerchival  has 
chronicled  their  deeds  in  burning  words  of  perpetuity. 

j-  Their  deeds  are  living  monuments  in  the  memorv  of  older 

.  * 

persons  of  the  present  generation.  The  younger  members 
of  the  present  generation  know  nothing  of  what  the  pio- 

j  ueers  did  or  accomplished  except  what  they  have  been 

told  bv  the  children  ui  the  actors  in  the  great  drama  of  the 

'  .  ° 
subjugation  of  the  wild.”1 

Trading  Posts 

l 

1  he  earliest  Knglish  Trading  Post  was  with  the  Colony 
on  the  James  River,  Virginia,  where  pelts  and  corn  were 
traded  in  1614,  when  some  needy  Indian  Tribes  came  to 

i 
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1  Moccasin  Tracks  and  Other  Imprints,  by  \Y.  C.  Dodrill. 
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purchase  maize.  In  1615,  a  trading  po.-t  was  established 
bv  the  Dutch  at  Albany,  X e w  York.  1  he  trading  po.-t  was 
generally  a  large  square,  enclosed  by  a  stockade.  Diago¬ 
nal!  v  at  two  corners  were  turrets,  wi  '■  openings  for  small 
cannons  and  rifles  in  each  turret,  so  as  to  defend  two 
sides  of  the  wall.  Within  the  stockade  were  the  store¬ 
houses,  quarters  for  men  and  room  for  general  trade.  The 
nearest  trading  post  within  reach  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Webster  County,  West  Virginia,  and  the  one  used  by 
them,  was  located  at  New  Market,  Virginia.  Later,  a 
trading  post  was  established  at  Lewisburg,  in  Greenbrier 
County. 

Coin 

In  Virginia,  beads  early  became  the  “Current  coin”  in 
trade  with  the  Indians.  In  16-10,  and  16-13,  wampum  was. 
made  legal  tender  in  Xew  England,  and  was  extensively 
used  in  trading  with  the  Indians.  During  the  next  cen¬ 
tury  trade  was  mostly  by  barter,  or  in  the  currency  of 
the  colonies. 

Forts 

Forts  offered  great  protection  to  the  pioneers  in  the 
wilderness.  There  were  forts  in  every  settlement,  into 
which  the  people  could  retire  when  danger  threatened, 
and  which  were  capable  of  withstanding  the  assaults  of 
savages,  however  furious  they  might  be.  All  of  the  men 
of  a  community  belonged  to  a  fort,  usually  the  one  near¬ 
est.  They  remained  in  their  homes  until  an  alarm  was 
given  that  the  Indians  were  near,  then  every  family  has¬ 
tened  to  the  fort. 

Forts  consisted  of  cabins,  blockhouses  and  stockades, 
surrounding  a  square.  The  whole  fort  was  bullet  proof. 
The  walls  on  the  outside  were  ten  or  twelve  feet  high, 
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uitli  poll  holes  at  proper  distances.  The  roofs  always 
sloped  inward. 

i  lie  early  settlers  of  what  is  now  Webster  Countv  be¬ 
longed  to  Donna  I  ly  s  hurt,  located  in  Greenbrier  County, 
t\\  i  miles  from  the  present  village  of  Frankfort.  Fort 
Donnally  was  built  >y  Col.  Andrew  Donnally,  and  pre- 
•:  i'vcd  the  settlers  from  destruction  at  the  time  of  the 
terrible  Indian  Raid  of  1778'.  The  settlers  were  warned 
ot  the  approaching  savages  at  that  time,  by  two  scouts, 
John  Pryor  and  Philipp  Hammond,  who  dre  s>  ed  and  dis¬ 
guised  as  Indians,  traveled  day  and  night  from  Fort  Ran¬ 
dolph  at  Point  Pleasant,  to  Fort  Donnally.  'They  suc- 
cessfully  :  Kide  the  journey  by  passing  the  Indians  at 
Mi  adow  River,  and  had  tliev  not  succeeded  in  so  doinsT. 
the  entire  Greenbrier  settlement  would  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed-.  The  fort  at  Ecwisbttrg,  ten  miles  from  Fort  Don¬ 
nally,  was  not  attacked  in  1778.  The  last  known  alarm 
Jo  have. been  given  to  the  settlers  of  Greenbrier  County 
was- in  the  year  1793.  'The  intended  Indian  attack,  for 
s  mie  unknown  reason  never  took  place,  although  the  set¬ 
tlers  were  warned  of  danger,  and  hastened  to  the  fort 
where  the)-  remained  for  several  days. 

Indians  and  Webster  County 

As  heretofore  stated,  the  Indians  never  possessed  the 
land  in  West  Virginia,  although  the  history  of  every 
county  within  the  state  is  closely  associated  with  Indians 
and  Indian  tribes.  All  that  is  positively  known  is  that 
the  Indians  were  here  when  the  white  man  came,  and 
from  whence  they  came,  will  always  be  an  unsolved  mys¬ 
tery. 

Webster  Springs  in  Webster  County,  was  discovered 
by  Abram  .Weirs,  prior  to  1785.  It  was  named  Fork  Lick, 
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being  at  the  junction  of  the  F!k  and  Rack  Fork  rivers. 
When  Webster  County  was  created  by  act  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  General  Assembly,  January  10.  I860,  from  Nicholas, 
Braxton  and  Randolph  counties,  the  -tatule  prov  ided  that 
the  name  of  the  seat  of  justice  should  be  called  Addison. 
In  1903,  the  West  Virginia  State  Legislature  changed 
the  name  to  Webster  Springs.  Fork  Lick,  the  location 
of  the  Salt  Sulphur  Spring,  alt. acted  buffalo,  deer,  elk 
and  all  kinds  of  wild  game.  The  Indians  knowing  that 
the  spring  attracted  the  wild  game  in  abundance,  and  that 
the  hills  and  valleys  adjacent  to  it  were  choice  hunting 
•  ’•rounds,  caused  the  trails  and  paths  through  the  county 
to  pass  through  the  Fork  Lick.  ’1  his  is  evidenced  by  the 
large  number  of  flint  arrow  heads  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  county,  particularly  in  Fork  Lick  District.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  Flk  River  from  Mill  Run.  m  ar  '‘Mil¬ 
ler’s  Bottom,"- arrow  heads  were  found  in  large  numbers. 
This  is  at  a  point  near  the  river  where  clilts  project  from 
the  hill,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  game  passed  along  the 
river  bank  between  the  rocks  and  the  river  shore,  ami  the 
Indians  concealed  themselves  among  the  rocks  and  shot 
the  animals  at  close  range.  This  is  known  as  Indian  Pass. 

There  has  been  found  some  evidence  of  an  Indian 
settlement  at  Cooperswood  Run,  on  Llk  River,  ten  miles 
above  W  ebster  Springs.  Indian  Slab  Rock,  which  is  on 
Point  Mountain,  bears  marks  and  drawings,  believed  to 
have  been  a  record  made  by  Indians.  At  Steps  Low  Gap 
on  Point  Mountain,  the  Indians  maintained  a  camp  when 
hunting  in  that  locality.  Indian  arrow  heads  made  of 
flint  have  been  found  in  that  vicinity.. quite  recently. 

The  Elk  River  in  Webster  County  was  named  by  the 
Shawnee  Indians,  Elk  Tiskelwab,  "river  of  fat  elk." 
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ft  cannot  now  be  ascertained  that  there  ever  was  with¬ 
in  \\  chstcr  County,  the  wigwam  of  an  Indian  who  claim¬ 
ed  it  a^  his  home.  Hunting  parties  moved  through  the 
county,  made  their  camps  here  and  there  for  a  while, 
and  passed  on. 

Webster  Springs 

ided  by  McGuire  Mountain,  Miller  Mountain, 
Point  Mountain  and  the  Gauley  Mountain,  Webster 
Spring  'die  location  of  t!  <:  famous  Salt  Sulphur  Springs, 


The  Salt  Sulphur  Springs 

is  a  place  of  scenic  beauty.  In  past  years  visitors  from  all 
parts  of  \\  est  Virginia,  as  well  as  from  many  of  the  states, 
came  to  spend  the  slimmer  season  in  the  cool  mountain 
climate  and  drink  the  health-giving  water. 
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The  Webster  Spr7.  ;;  Hotel 

In  1897,  the  first  unit  of- the  beautiful  Wcb.-tcr  Springs 
Hotel. was  built  in  the  spacious  level  suriace  lot  near  the 
famous  spring.  The  hotel  was  completed  in  1902.  G«n- 
sisting  of  three  hundred  rooms  equipped  with  lurkish 
and  Russian  baths,  it  was  the  second  largest  hotel  in  the 
state.  It  was  destroyed  by  lire  in  1976. 

The  population  of  Webster  Springs  has  increased  rap- 
idlv  since  1980.  The  growth  has  been  due  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  coal-mining  and  lumber  industries.  Luo 
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The  Webster  Springs  Hotel 

hard  surfaced  roads  have  been  built  to  the  town.  One 
of  these  roads  was  extended  from  I’uckhannan  by  ua\ 
of  Hacker  \  allev.  I  he  other  road  is  by  way  of  Summer¬ 
ville  and  Cowen. 


The  Name  Hamrick 


1  lie  name  Hamrick  is  believed  to  be  a  derivation  from 
English,  although  the  name  does  not  appear  as  such  in 
an)  book  of  English,  German,  Irish  or  Dutch  names. 

If  the  name  is  English,  it  is  derived  from  Ilambridge, 
or  Ilandbritlge,  the  old  English  form  of  that  name  being 
I leam-bry-cg.  If  Hamrick  is  English,  and  derived  from 
Ilambridge,  it  is  a  place  name,  and  means  an  important 
bridge,  or  the  place  of  a  bridge. 

I  he  name  is  not  real  Irish  and  docs  not  appear  as  a 
sn  :!ur  name  in  books  of  Irish  family  names,  or  place 
names.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  Irish  fami¬ 
lies  have,  in  the  course  of  time,  either  through  force  or 
through  choice  abandoned  their  original  Celtic  names 
and  adopted  Englih  names. 

Among  the  German  names,  there  are  Hamerich,  Ham- 
mcrieli,  and  Hemmcrich.  1  he  possibility  of  change  is 
guite  convincing,  as  many  Germans  have  modified  their 
original  names,  and  a  relatively  simple  modification  of 
Ilammrich  would  result  in  spelling  the  name  Hamrick. 
If  the  name  is  German,  it  is  derived  from  the  old  German 
fir-'t  name,  I Taman-rikas.  This  was  a  personal  name 
meaning,  “kingly  garment,  kingly  protection,  mighty  pro¬ 
tection,  or  costly  garment.” 

In  America,  the  name  Hamrick  appears  in  the  Colonial 
records  at  id  the  records  of  the  Eevr  ’■  '.ionary  War.  The 
spelling  varies  little,  the  name  ap;  ing  as  Hambrick 
in  some  of  the  records. 
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The  I  lam  rick  Family 


The  Hamricks  of  West  Virginia  '.re  descendants  of 
Patrick  Hamrick,  who  settled  in  Prim  -;  William  County, 
Colon v  of  Virginia,  prior  to  1710,  having  moved  from  the 
Marvland  Colony.  According  to  tradition,  P  trick  Ham¬ 
rick  had  twelve  sons,  who  moved  with  him  and  settled 
in  Prince  William  County. 

Until  recently,  no  known  efforts  have  been  made  to 
establish  through  research  the  historical  facts  concern¬ 
ing  the  early  history  of  the  family,  and  particularly,  the 
ancestry  of  the  Hamrick  family  of  West  Virginia. 

The  records  of  the  Colonial  Government  of  Maryland 
have  been  carefully  searched.  They  fail  to  dis  lose  the 
name  Hamrick.  This  does  not  mean  that  Patrick  Ham¬ 
rick  did  not  live  in  that  colony,  but  at  this  time,  no  rec¬ 
ord  of  his  having  lived  there  has  been  found.1 

Sef'  in  Virginia 

Patrick  Hamrick  obtained  a  land  grant  from  Thomas 
Lord  Fairfax.  December  10,  17-10.  The  grant  consisted  of 
118  acres  of  land  in  Prince  William  County,  Colony  of 

1  The  records  of  the  early  emigrants  to  America  between  the 
year  1000,  and  the  year  17-10,  have  been  carefully  examined. 
The  only  emigrants  By  the  name  Hamrick  are  found  on  the 
lists  of  passengers  of  the  ship  Snow  I.owthcr,  which  sailed 
from  Rotterdam,  and  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  October  14. 
1731.  The  passengers  on  that  ship  were  33  men  and  45  women 
and  children.  The  children  under  the  age  of  16  years  are  not 
listed.  Six  of  the  adults  listed  are:  John  Yerko  Ilamricke. 
Hans  Jcrg  Hanierick,  Amaryllis  Kliza  Hamrick,  Paul  Ham¬ 
rick,  Margaretta  Hamrick  and  Clara  Hamrick.  The  above 
mentioned  lists  are  found  in  "Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers." 
Yol.  I.  by  Strasslmrger.  This  book  can  be  found  in  the  h'rnest 
Pratt  Central  Library,  Philadelphia,  and  the  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress.  Washington. 
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Virginia.  Prince  William  County  had  been  formed  in 
1731,  from  Stafford  and  King  George  counties.  The  deed 
is  on  record  in  the  Virginia  State  Land  Office,  Richmond, 
Virginia.2  The  description  of  this  tract  of  land  as  dis¬ 
closed  by  the  deed  is  somewhat  indefinite.  It  states  as 
follows;  ‘‘from  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Lord  hair- 
fax,  Proprietor  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia,  ...  to 
Patrick  Hamrick,  of  King  George  County  ...  a  tract 
of  waste  land  in  the  County  of  Prince  William,. contain¬ 
ing  118  acres,  .  .  .  .” 

fti  1711,  the  Poll  of  Burgesses  of  Prince  William  County 
w  ts  made,  and  the  name  Patrick  Ilamrick  is  listed  there¬ 
on.3  This  establishes  the  fact  that  he  was  a  land  owner 
and  m<ue  than  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  the  year  1741. 
It  is  not  known  how  long  he  had  lived  on  his  land  before 
he  caused  it  to  be  surveyed  and  obtained  the  deed  thereto. 

The  above  mentioned  deed  is  the  earliest  record  that 
has  been  found  of  Patrick  Hamrick. 

•Fauquier  County  - 

In  1758,  Frederick  Fauquier  became  Governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  next  year,  1759,  he  created  a  new  county  from 
Prince  William  County,  which  he  named  Fauquier,  in 
honor  of  himself.  It  was  in  that  portion  of  Prince  William 
County  that  Patrick  Hamrick  had  taken  the  land  grant, 
and  he  automatically  became  a  resident  of  hauquicr 
County.  Patrick  Ilamrick  was  the  lirst  of  the  name  Ham¬ 
rick  to  appear  on  the  records  of  Virginia,  as  disclosed  by 
an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Virginia  State  Land 
Office,  and  Slate  Archives,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

-  Rook  K.  page  224;  17 22  to  17-12. 

»  Rook  K.  page  524;  1741. 
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Will  Books  Lost 

Three  early  Will  Record  Rooks  are  lo.-t  from  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  Prince  William  County.  These  lost  books,  alleged 
to  have  been  confiscated  during  the  Civil  War.  would 
probably  give  the  names  of  the  family  of  Patrick  Ham¬ 
rick,  but  such  books  cannot  be  located.  After  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  two  hundred  years,  the  only  hope  of  obtaining  this 
data  is  to  find  it  among  the  records  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  the  descendants  of  Patrick  Hamrick. 

Traditi.  ii  and  history  say  that  Benjamin  Hamrick  of 
the  American  Revolution  was  a  soil  of  Patrick  Hamrick. 
As  heretofore  stated,  the  names  of  the  twelve  sons  ot 
Patrick  Hamrick  have  not  been  found  among  the  avail¬ 
able  records. 

The  records  of  Fauquier  County,  of  which  Warrenton 
is  the  seat  of  government,  disclose  that  one.  Benjamin 
Ilamrick,  was  married  and  living  in  that  county  prior  to 
1773.  That  is  the  date  of  the  execution  of  the  Last  Will 
and  Testament  of  John  Sias. 

John  Sias  obtained  a  land  grant  of  639  acres  of  land 
from  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax  in  Prince  V  illiam  County, 
Virginia,  in  17-10, 4  the  same  year  Patrick  Hamrick  ob¬ 
tained  title  to  his  land  in  Prince  V  illiam  County. 

In  1779,  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  John  Sias 
was  admitted  to  record  in  Fauquier  County.*'  That  V  ill 
gave,  “to  my  daughter,  Mary  Hamrick,  five  pounds  cur¬ 
rent  money.”  At  November  'Term  of  Court.  1779,  an 
order  was  entered  summoning.  “Mary  Ilamrick.  wife  of 
Benjamin  Hamrick,  to  appear  to  contest  the  proof  of  the 
Will  of  John  Sias.”  . 

4  Rook  E,  page  194,  Virginia  State  Land  Office.  Richmond,  \  a. 

•*’  Will  Rook  I,  page  386. 
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As  is  clearly.  disclosed  by  these  refolds,  one.  Benjamin 
Hamrick,  married  Mary  Sias,  daughter  of  John  Sias,  and 
w  as  living  in  Fauquier  County  prior  to  1773.  \\  bile  there 
is  no  authentic  proof,  circumstances  and  records  indicate, 
that  I’enjamin  Hamrick  above  mentioned,  was  the.  son 
of  Patrick  Hamrick.' and  that  Benjamin  Hamrick  of ‘the 
Re  dution  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  Sias- 
Hamrick. 


Benjamin  Hamrick  of  the  Revolution 


The  Hamricks  of  Braxton,  Webster.  Randolph  and 
Pocahontas  counties,  arc  descendants  of  Benjamin  Ham¬ 
rick.  a  soldier  who  fought  in  the  American  Revolution. 
He  was  born  in  Prince  William,  now  haiiquicr  County, 
Virginia,  in  17  5.  In  November,  1775.  he  enlisted  in  the 
military  service  of  the  colonial  government  of  Virginia, 
as  a  “Minute  Man,”  and  served  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
He  was  at  that  time  twenty  years  of  age.  He  engaged  in 
the  battle. of  Gn  at  Bridge,  on  the  bank  of  the  Llizabeth 
River,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ldward  Steven.-*.  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  1776,  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment 
under  Captain  John  Chilton,  and  marched  from  V  illiams- 
burg  to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  and  from  there  to  New 
York,  where  he  joined  the  regular  continental  army.1 

At  Brandywine 

Benjamin  Hamrick  participated  in  sevcial  of  the  most 
decisive  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  records 
disclose  that  he  was  at  the  capture  of  Trenton  on  De¬ 
cember  26,  1776,  when  General  Washington  one  sleety 
night  crossed  the  ice-clogged  Delaware  river,  captured 
one  thousand  prisoners,  and  seized  a  large  amount  ot 
equipment.  He  fought  at  the  battle  of  1  iiuccton,  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1777.  lie  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine 
Creek,  September  11,  1777,  at  which  battle  General  La¬ 
fayette  was  wounded.  On  October  4.  1777,  he  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia. 

1  Records  of  die  Revolutionary  V  ar,  \\  ar  Department,  M  a-:i- 
ington.  D.  C. 
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With  Washington  at  Valley  Forge 

In  September,  1777,  General  Howe  with  the  British 
Army  entered  Philadelphia.  General  Washington,  hav¬ 
ing'  been  defeated  at  Brandywine  and  Germantown,  de¬ 
cided  to  go  into  encampment-  at  Valley  Forge  for  the 
winter.  On  December  19,  1777,  he  with  eleven  thousand 
half-starved,  half-clothed  soldiers,  broke  camp  at  White- 
marsh  and  marched  toward  Valley  Forge.  One  writer 
of  the  Revolutionary  period  has  described  the  journey 
thus— “On  that  cold  winC  journey  to  Valley  Forge, 
Mrs.  Washington  rode  behind  her  husband  on  a  pillow. 
General  A\  ashington  followed  the  last  remnant  of  the 
army  from  the  encampment  riding  a  large  white  charger. 
The  trail  of  the  soldiers  could  easily  be  followed  by  foot¬ 
steps  stained  with  blood.” 

Benjamin  Ilamrick  was  attached  to  the.  third  and 
h  til  th  Virginia  Regiments  under  Captain  John  Blackwell, 
v.-mmanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Ifeth,  while 
at  Valley  Forge.  At  the  time  he  entered  said  encamp¬ 
ment  he  was  a  private,  receiving  six  and  two-third  dol¬ 
lars  per  month.  In  April,  1778,  he  was  commissioned 
corporal,  and  received  seven  and  one-third  dollars  per 
month  Virginia  currency.  During  the  period  of  service 
in  1777,  and  177S,  Benjamin  Hamrick  was  frequently 
assigned  to  scout  duty,  as  disclosed  by  the  records  of  the 
War  Department. 

••  The  Terrible  Winter  of  1777 

Filtering  Valley  Forge  in  December  1777,  the  men 
immediately  began  to  lay  out  the  encampment  and  build 
huts  from  hewn  logs.  From  the  lime  the  soldiers  entered 
the  camp,  many  ill  from  exposure  and  hunger,  the  days 


BKXJAMIX  HAMRICK  OF  1  II F.  RKVOi.KTIOX  Jl 


were  a  succession  of  hardships.  “Barefevl,  naked  legs, 
tattered  remains  of  an  only  pair  of  storl  :  gs,  shirts  in 
strings,  faces  wain  and  thin,  with  appearance  of  being 
forsaken  and  neglected.”  During  the  six  months  the 
army  was  encamped  at  \  alley  Forge,  many  of  the  men 
were  disqualified  for  duty  because  of  lack  of  clothing. 
.Many  horses  starved  to  death  and  a  whole  lay  would 
pass  without  food  to  distribute  to  the  sold  In  one 
communication  written  by  General  Wa-him/ton  while 
there,  he  said,  ‘'Our  difficulties  and  distresses  are  certain¬ 
ly  great,  and  such  as  wound  the  feelings  of  humanity.” 
At -Valley  Forge.  Major  General  Fredrick  Von  Steuben 
trained  the  soldiers,  and  the  little  State  Armies  were 
welded  into  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates. 

Although  in  great  difficulty  and  distress  General  Wash¬ 
ington  was  not  without  confidence  and  hope  in  the  final 
outcome  of  events.  It  was  Isaac'  Putts,  a  resident  of  Val¬ 
iev  Forge,  who  told _ot  having  seen  General  Washington 
apart  from  the  camp,  ‘‘his  horse  tied  to  a  sapling,  kneel¬ 
ing  in  audible  prayer,  his  cheeks  diffused  in  tears.”  On 
June  19,  1778,  Washington  broke  camp  at  Valley  Forge 
and  marched  toward  the  Delaware  river,  his  little  army 
of  eleven  thousand  men  having  been  reduced  to  seven 
thousand,  by  death  from  disease  and  exposure  during  that 
terrible  winter. 

General  Washington  is  known  to  have  visited  Valley 
Forge  only  once  afterward,  and  that  was  in  1796,  during 
his  second  term  as  President  of  the  United  States.  Tra¬ 
dition  and  history  record,  that  upon  his  visit  at  that  time 
he  had  so  changed,  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  Valley 
Forge  community,  whom  he  wa.-  -o  anxious  to  see,  did 
not  recognize  him.  ; 
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Valley  Forge  Today 

As  viewed  today  Valley  Forge  is  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  and' most  picturesque  of  the  many  parks  in  America. 
Situated  on  the  W  est  side  of  the  Schuylkill  River,  partly 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  twenty-two  miles  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  it  consists  of  several  thousand  acres.  Val¬ 
ley  Forge  was  first  called  Mount  Joy — named  by  William 
Penn,  who,  while  surveying  that  territory  became  lost, 
and  after  ascending  to  the  top  ol  the  hill,  immediately 
discovered  the  correct  location  of  himself,  and  being  so 
overcome  with  joy,  applied  the  name,  ‘‘Mount  Joy. 

Prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  Valley  Creek  at  the 
base  of  the  hill  was  called  Mount  Joy  Forge,  that  being 
the  location  of  iron  works.  "1  he  iron  used  was  hauled 
from  Warwick  Furnace  in  Chester  County.  1  he  Mount 
Jov  Forge  was  destroyed  by  the  British  who  burned  it 
September  IS,  to  21,  1/77. 

This  place  on  Valley  Creek  was  the  headquarters  of 
General  Washington  during  the  terrible  winter  of  1777 
and  177S,  in  a  house  erected  by  John  Potts  in  1759,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  the  home  of  his  son  Isaac 
Putts.  The  land  is  a  portion  of  Mount  Joy  Manor,  which 
William  Penn  granted  to  his  daughter,  I.etitia,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1701.  The  house,  a  two  story,  five  room  dwell¬ 
ing,  is  m  excellent  condition,  and  its  appearance  today  is 
precisely  as  it  was  at  the  time  General  Washington  lived 
there.  The  Valley  Forge  Park  Commission  has  furnished 
the  house  with  the  choicest  pieces  of  furniture  of  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  period.  In  the  Washington  Memorial  church¬ 
yard  at  Valley  Forge  only  one  grave  among  the  three 
thousand  is  marked,  but,  "l* or  a  century  the  eyes  of 
struggling  nations  have  turned  toward  Valley  1‘oige, 
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and  lips  in  every  language  !  :  .  e  bb-  -id  the  memory  of 
Valley  1'urge.” 

At  York? own’ 

The  exact  movements  of  the  regiment  to  which  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hamrick  was  attached,  subsequent  to  17/9.  arc 
not  disclosed  by  the  records  of  the  War  Department.  It 
is  known  however,  from  corroborating  affidavits  filed 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1832,  by  comrades  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hamrick,  that  he  served  throughout  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  and  was  in  the  service  in  Virginia,  at  the 
time  of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Aorktown,  Octo¬ 
ber  19,  1781. 3 

Married  in  Fauquier  County 

Benjamin  Hamrick  married  Xancy  McMillian,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Martha  McMillian.  in  Fauquier  county, 
V  irginia,  while  on  furlough  from  the  continental  army 
in  1779.  The  date  of  the  marriage  is  given  in  an  affidavit 
of  Joseph  McMillian  filed  on  behalf  of  Bgnjumin  Ham¬ 
rick  when  the  latter  made  application  for  a  pension  under 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  1832.  In  the  affidavit  the  affiant 
says,  ‘"he  (Benjamin  Hamrick)  came  home  on  furlough 
and  visited  his  father  who  lived  just  three  miles  from  my 
father.  He  married  my  sister  and  built  a  house  and  lived 
with  my  father.” 

Pioneer  in  Greenbrier  County 

That  Benjamin  Hamrick  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
in  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia,  now  West  \  irginia,  is 
disclosed  bv  the  early  tax  lists  and  census  records,  now  in 
the  Virginia  State  Archives.  Richmond.  Virginia.  The 

-  Pension  Records  of  the  Revolution.  \\  ashinytoii,  I).  t  . 
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(>Me>t  available  li.-t-,  disclose  the  heads  of  families  liv- 
ii  ,  in  Greenbrier  C  ounty,  between  1783  and  1786.  The 
name  of  benjamin  1  f  . n rick,  is  on  that,  and  each  succes¬ 
sive  list,  until  1796.  That  he  removed  from  Fauquier 
Coonlv  between  1781,  the  date  of  the  surrender  of  Corn¬ 
wallis,  and  1785,  is  definitely  known.  As  the  boundary 
of  Greenbrier  County,  formed  in  1777,  embraced  the  ter¬ 
ritory  that  is  now  Kanawha,  Nicholas,  Braxton  and  Green¬ 
brier  counties,  and  part  of  Monroe  County,  it  is  difficult 
to  locate  the  place  to  which  lie  first  came  and  established 
his  residence.  One  writer  has  stated  that  he  first  came 
to  Cherry  Tree  Bottom  where  the  town  of  Richwoo.l. 
Nicholas  Coiintv,  is  now  located.'*  I T is  residence  was  near 
that  place  at  the  time  of  the  alarm  of  an  intended  Indian 
Raid  in  1793.  At  that  time  he  hastily  gathered  his  family 
and  abandoned  his  residence  and  lied  to  Donnally’s  hort, 
in  Greenbrier  County,  near  the  present  village  of  I' rank- 
furl.  The  distance  traveled  on  that  journey  was  more 
than  one  hundred  miles.  When  all  danger  of  further 
interference  had  passed,  he  is  believed  to  have  settled  on 
Birch  River. 

In  1830,  Benjamin  Hamrick  was  living  in  Nicholas 
County.  In  1826,  he  petitioned  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia  for  a  pension  for  service  rendered  in  the  tnili- 
tarv  service  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  the  continental 
army.  Tile  petition4  specifies  the  residence  of  the  peti¬ 
tioner  as  Nicholas  County  but  docs  not  designate  the 
exact  location  of  his  residence.  d  hat  he  was  totally  dis¬ 
abled,  due  to  exposure,  privations  and  hanl.-hips,  expe¬ 
rienced  during  the  Revolutionary  V  ar,  is  clearly  set 
forth  in  his  petition.  The  bill  for  pension,  although  passed 

3  Moccasin  Track;  and  Other  Imprints,  by  \\  .  C.  Dodrill. 

'  Virginia  Stale  Archives,  Richmond,  \  irginia. 
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bv  the  Lower  House,  was  rejected  by  the  Senate  of  the 
General  Assembly,  in  1826,  and  1827.'  It  was  in  support 
of  the  above  petition,  that  Joel  Hamrick  executed  an 
al'  'davit  in  which  he  stated  that  lie  remembered  when 
Benjamin  Hamrick  went  to  war,  ‘‘That  1  saw  him  leave 
his  grandfathers  and  go  to  join  his  troops.” 

On  October  10,  1832,  Benjamin  Hamrick  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  Circuit  Court  of  Nicholas  County  and  submitted 
a  petition  for-pensioii  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  1832. 
Actual  proof  of  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War  appears 
to  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  qualify  for  a  pension 
and  such  proof  was  required  of  the  -oldicr.  Benjamin 
Hamrick,  having  lost  his  discharge,  brought  before  the 
Court  a  comrade  who  served  with  him  at  Brandywine  and 
Valley  Forge,  Benj.  min  Remasters.  One  Joseph  Mc- 
Millian,  also  filed  an  affidavit  on  his  behalf.  ft  was  in 
that  affidavit,  hereinbefore  referred  to,  that  Jo  ph  Me- 
Millian  stated  Benjamin  Hamrick  married  his  sister 
in  1779.  The  petition  of  Benjamin  Hamrick  was  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  Samuel  Price  of  Nich¬ 
olas  County.  The  pension  was  allowed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  the  petitioner  received  eighty  dollars  per 
annum,  beginning  in  1831. 

In  1836,  Braxton  County  was  created  from  Nicholas 
and  Kanawha  counties.  It  is  believed  that  Benjamin 
Hamrick  at  that  time  lived  in  the  portion  of  Nicholas 
County  that  was  included  within  the  boundary  of  Brax¬ 
ton  County,  and  automatically  became  a  resident  of  the 
last  mentioned  county. 

In  the  Biographical  F.ucyclopcdia  of  Early  Virginians, 

Ilou-e  ot  Delegates  Journal,  Virginia  General  A-semhlv, 
1826-1827. 
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the  author  states,  "Benjamin  Hamrick  served  through 
the  entire  Revolutionary  War.  lie  married  Nancy  Mc- 
Millian  in  eastern  X’irginia  and  they  came  to  Greenbrier 
County  and  then  to  Elk  River,  and  located  near  the  pres¬ 
ent  site  of  Frames  Mills,  where  lie  lived  until  18.18,  when 
he  moved  to  Webster  County  where  he  died  in  18-12.  lie 
raised  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters.”*' 

The  same  author  states  that  Frames  Mills  is  now  called 
Frametown.  However,  careful  study  of  early  place  names 
in  Braxton  County,  suggests  two  separate  places  of 
early  settlements  called  Frames  Mills.  One  is  at  a  point 
on  Birch  River  near  Birch  River  Post  Office  where  Wil¬ 
liam  Frame  at  an  earlier  date  maintained  a  grist  mill. 
1  he  other  is  on  Elk  River  sixteen  miles  southwest  of 
Sutton  where  James  Frame  had  a  mill.  The  latter  place 
is  now  called  Frame-town.  As  .  n  investigation  has  not 
disclosed  the  exact  location  where  Benjam’n  Hamrick 
lived  in  Braxton  County,  it  is  not  known  where  Nancy 
McMillian  Hamrick  lived  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

About  the  year  1S38,  Benjamin  Hamrick  removed  to 
XX  ebster  County,  where  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life  with  his  son  Benjamin,  who  lived  six  miles  above 
XX  ebster  Springs  in  the  Elk  River  Valley.  He  rode  horse¬ 
back  on  that  journey  accompanied  by  his  two  sons,  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  David,  who  had  gone  to  Braxton  County  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  with  him  to  XXTbster  County. 
He  (lied  in  18-12,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  is 
buried  in  the  cemetery  located  on  the  north  side  of  Elk 
River  six  miles  above  Webster  Springs,  at  the  place  of 
settlement  of  his  son,  XX'illiam  Hamrick,  the  noted  hunter, 
and  later  the  home  of  a  grandson,  Squire  Adam  Ilamrick, 

G  Marly  Virginians  by  II.  II.  Hank-Mys. 
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and  the  present  home  of  a  great  grand,  on,  XX’al-son  Ham¬ 
rick. 

Benjamin  Hamrick  is  believed  to  be  the  only  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  XX’ar  whose  grave  is  v  bin  the 
present  boundary  of  XXTbslcr  County. 

The  sons  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  McMillian  Hamrick 
were  - -Benjamin,  XX’illiam,  David,  IV-ler,  Enoch,  Cyrus, 
Joe  and  John.  Sarah  is  the  only  daughter  whose  name  can 
be  given  at  this  time,  although  there  were  three  daughters. 

Such  data  as  is  available  will  be  given  of  each  in  the 
order  named. 


The  Descendants  of  Benjamin  Hamrick 
of  the  Revolution 

B  '.'/N  JAM  IN  HAMRICK 

Benjamin  Hamrick,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  Me- 
Miilian  Hamrick,  was  born  February  10,  17S2,  in  Fau¬ 
quier  County.  Virginia.  He  came  to  Greenbrier  County, 
Virginia  (now  West  Virginia),  with  his  parents  about 
1785.  when  that  section  of  the  state  was  a  wilderness,  in¬ 
habited  be  hostile  Indians.  He  was  eleven  years  of  age 
in  1795.  when  an  alarm  was  given  of  an  intended  Indian 
raid  on  the  settlements  in  Greenbrier  County,  and  made 
the  memorable  journey  through  the  forest  from  Cherry 
Tree  Bottom  to  Fort  Donnallv,  with  his  parents  and 
other  members  of  his  family.  The  distance  traveled  on 
that  ham v  iourney  was  more  than  one  hundred  miles 
without  stopping  to  take  nourishment  or  rest. 

Pioneer 

In  1811.  Benjamin  Hamrick  married  Nancy  (Agncss) 
Gregorv  (1792-1873),  daughter  of  Colonel  Isaac,  and 
Sarah  Given  Gregory.  They  were  married  by  Edwin 
Hughes.  The  record  of  this  marriage  is  found  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court,  Kanawha  County. 

In  1812.  Benjamin  Hamrick  came  to  what  is  now  Web- 
mer  Countv,  West  Virginia,  and  built  his  home  on  the 
n..rth  tide  of  Elk  River,  five  miles  above  Webster  Springs, 
thv»  called  Fork  Lick.  This  historic  home,  was  a  large- 
two-mory  substantial  log  building,  about  fifteen  by  thirty 
feet,  with  a  large  stone  chimney  at  either  end,  and  a 
porch  along  one  side.  It  sat  on  the  crest  of  a  small  hill 
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surrounded  by  lower  sloping  surface  laud.  A  pioneer  in 
that  spare dy  settled  section  of  West  Virginia,  he  owned 
a  large  lr  ct  of  land  adjoining  that  of  Ins  brother,  Wil- 


The  Pioneer  Home  of  Benjamin  Ilamrick,  built  in  1812 
liam  Hamrick,  the  noted  hunter,  who  settled  in  the  same 
locality  the  same  year. 

War  of  1812 

September  3,  1S1-1,  Benjamin  Hamrick  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  1S12  at  Beverly,  Randolph  County.  He  went  to 
Lewisburg,  and  from  there  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  he 
served  in  Captain  V  amsley  s  Company  of  \  irginia  Mili¬ 
tia.  He  was  discharged  January  27,  1815,  at  Fort  Nelson, 
Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  walked  from  Norfolk  to  his  home 
a  distance  of  four  hundred  ninety  miles. 
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Webster  County 

The  section  of  West  Virginia,  that  comprises  Webster 
Count v,  was  an  isolated  wilderness' in  1812  at  the  time 
Benjamin  Hamrick  built  his  home  in  the  Elk  Valley. 
Wild  game  of  all  hinds  was  plentiful.  Fish  could  be  found 
in  the  streams  in  bundancc.  .  hi  though  the  Indians  no 
lunger  frequented  that  territory,  the  Moccasin  tracks 
could  be  seen  on  the  trails  through  the  forest,  and  Indian 
arrow  heads  and  other  weapons  of  Indian  warfare  had 
been  left  behind,  and  can  be  found  even  to  this  day.  there 
was  no  school,  no  church,  and  not  more  than  three  homes 
in  the  Elk  Valley  in  the  Webster  County  Community. 
The  nearest  seat  of  Government  was  Beverly,  Randolph 
County,  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  miles. 

In  181-1.  a  petition  was  signed  by  Benjamin  Hamrick, 
t  o  of  his  sons,  his  brother,  William,  and  three  other 
citizen.-  requesting  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  to 
change  the  boundary  lines  of  Braxton.  Nicholas,  and  Ran¬ 
dolph  counties,  to  make  the  citizens  of  what  is  now  Web¬ 
ster  Colin  tv,  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Nicholas 
Countv.  The  request  was  granted.  The  distance  to  the 
seat  of  government  of  Nicholas  County  was  about  the 
same  as  the  distance  to  the  other  scat  of  government,  but 
there  wa.-  better  road  over  which  to  travel. 

Seven  years  later,  in  18-18.  a  movement  began  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  new  county  created  out  of  parts  of 
Nicholas,  Braxton  and  Randolph  counties.  After  cer¬ 
tain  preliminary  notices  had  been  posted,  the  election  was 
held  in  the  Autumn  of  1851.  In  the  interested  section, 
the  portion  that  is  now  Webster  County,  the  polls  ivere 
"opened  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mary  Arthur,  at  l*ork  Lick, 
now  W  ebster  Springs,  December  8,  1851.  Nineteen  votes 
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were  cast,  all  in  favor  of  the  new  county.  Benjamin 
Hamrick  was  one  of  the  voters,  and  his  son  Addison 
Hamrick,  was  acting  clerk.  This  was  the  fin  t  c!  'ion 
ever  held  in  what  is  now  Webster  Springs. 

In  1859,  Benjamin  Hamrick,  joined  with  his  sons  and 
grandsons  and  many  other  interested  b’zens,  in  a  peti¬ 
tion  which  was  presented  to  the  Virginia  General  As¬ 
sembly,  in  December  of  the  same  year,  requesting  that 
a  new  county  be  created  from  Nicholas,  Braxton,  and 
Randolph  counties!  The  General  Assembly  passed  the 
Act  creating  Webster  County,  January  10,  I860.1 

The  First  School  House 

In'  1835,  Benjamin  Hamrick  and  his  brother  William 
Hamrick,  and  James  Dodrill,  erected  the  first  .  use 

in  Webster  County.  The  building  made  of  1  . ;  with  a 

large  wood,  stone  and  clay  chimney  one  .  ad,  was 
heated  by  means  of  an  open  fireplace.  The  w>  .  1  used  as 
fuel  was  prepared  by  the  boys  of  the  school  during  the 
recess  and  lunch  periods.  Certain  students  were  detailed 
by  the  teacher  in  turn  to  cut  and  saw  the  wood  from 
trees  that  grew  nearby  in  abundance.  This  schoolhause 
was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Wolf  Pen  Run,  on  Elk  River. 

Reading,  writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic  were  the 
subjects  taught  in  the  school.  The  Bible  was  the  text 
used  .in  the  reading  classes.  The  teacher  was  hired  by 
William  and  Benjamin  Hamrick  and  James  Dodrill  for 
a  term  of  three  months.  Benoni  Griffin,  a  son-in-law  of 
William  Hamrick,  taught  the  first  term  in  the  Hamrick 
School,  and  Frank  Dully  taught  the  second  term.  Four- 

1  House  of  Delegates  Journal,'  Virginia  General  Assembly, 
1859-60. 
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teen  students  attended  the  first  term  at  the  Hamrick 
School. 

First  Church  Organization 

The  first  church  organization  in  Webster  County,  of 
which  there  is  any  record,  took  place  about  the  year 


The  Hamrick  Barn,  where  the  first  Church  services  in 
Webster  County  were  held  in  1833 


1834,  at  a  meeting  in  a  barn  erected  by  Benjamin  Ham¬ 
rick,  on  bis  farm  in  the  Elk  Valley.  This  organization 
was  effected  by  Addison  Hite,  who  was  the  first  Metho¬ 
dist  minister  to  preach  in  Webster  County.  He  preached 
his  first  sermon  in  the  Hamrick  Barn  in  1833.  I  his  is 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  religious  services  held  in 
the  county.  Addison  Hite  was  a  Circuit  Rider  at  the  time 
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of  the  above-mentioned  organization,  and  bis  circuit  em¬ 
braced  what  is  now  a  part  of  Lewis,  W<  ’  ster,  Braxton,* 
and  Upshur  counties.  William  Gregory,  a  hr  wr-in- 
law  of  William  and  Benjamin  Hamrick, ‘lived  at  f  .  'her- 
wood  Crock,  nine  miles  above  Webster  Springs.  He  as 
appointed  elassleader  of  the  class  organized  in  the 
rick  Barn.  He  was  a  devout  Christian  man  and  fa i  '  fill 
upon  attendance  at  this  place  of  worship.  Adonijah  U  ar¬ 
ris,  who  lived  at  the  McGuire  Low  Gap,  near  Webster 
Wrings,  was  appointed  assistant  elassleader. 

The  quarterly  meetings  held  in  the  Hamrick  ha:  i  at- 
t. acted  large  crowds  of  people  and  were  often  continued 
for.  several  days.  People  came  from  distances  as  remote 
as  Summersville  and  Elatwoods,  to  attend  these  meetings 
and  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  early  1.  tilers.  I  he  first 
Southern  Methodist  minister,  to  preach  within  the  limits 
of  Webster  County,  was  a  man  nai  cd  Protsman.  He 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  county  in  the  Has  "ok 
barn"  about  1S44.  This  historic  barn,  although  changed 
somewhat  in  outer  appearance,  is  in  use  today  after  more 
than  one  hundred  years. 

Died  During  Civil  War 

Benjamin  Hamrick  died  June  12,  1863,  at  the  home  he 
built  in  1812.  He  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  where  his 
father,  Benjamin  Hamrick,  the  soldier  and  pioneer  set¬ 
tler,  is  buried.  Many  of  his  descendants  reside  in  Web¬ 
ster,  Randolph,  and  Pocahontas  counties. 

The  Benjamin  Hamrick  home  became  the  home  of 
Jane  Hamrick  Dodrill,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hamrick, 
and  her  husband,  Robert  Dodrill,  during  their  lives.  It 
has  recently  been  replaced  by  a  modern  frame  building 
and  is  the  present  home  of  Robert  IE,  and  Lee  Miller. 


I 


. 


n  Till-:  HAMRICK  AX'D  OTHER  FAMILIES 

The  children  of  Benjamin  Hamrick,  and  Nancy  Gregory 
Hamrick  are:  Isaac  G.,  Allen,  William  I'.,  James  M., 
Sarah,  lane.  Christopher  M.,  Anna,  Mary,  Addison  M., 
ami  Margaret  Elliott.  A  short  sketch  will  be  given  of 
c  eh  in  the  order  named. 

Isaac  G.  Hamrick 

Isaac  G.  Hamrick,  born  in  1812,  was  married  to  Nancy 
Dobbins  in  183  4.  He  resided  with  his  father.  His  occupa¬ 
tion  was  stone-mason  and  builder.  In  1858,  he  assisted 
in  building  the  Braxton  County  jail.  While  working  on 
the  jail  lie  became  afflicted  with  pneumonia  fever  and 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years. 

He  had  two  daughters — Sarah  Jane,  and  Margaret. 

Sarah  Jane,  never  married. 

Margaret,  married  1).  Lambert,  and  lived  in  Pocahontas 
Countv,  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Greenbrier  River. 

Allen  Hamrick 

Alien  Hamrick  was  born  in  1813.  He  married  Martha 
Miller  in  1839,  and  resided  on  Miller  Mountain  north  of 
Webster  Springs,  in  Webster  County.  He  was  a  black¬ 
smith.  and- also  engaged  in  farming.  He  had  three  sons 
and  three  daughters  -Marshall,  Lee,  Henry,  Sarah,  Mar¬ 
garet  and  Mary  (Polly). 

Marshall,  married  Kebecca  Pritt  and  lived  in  the  Elk- 
Valley  below  Webster  Springs. 

Lee,  married  Martha  Cogar  and  lived  on  the  Back  Fork 
of  Elk  River  in  Webster  County; 

Henry,  married  Nancy  Patton,  and  lived  on  Sugar  Creek 
in  Webster  County. 
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Sarah,  married  Thomas  Cogar  and  resided  on  Sug.  .:  Creek 
in  Webster  County. 

Margaret,  married  James  Payne  and  lived  nrr  jkelt. 
West  Virginia. 

Mary  (doll)’),  married  William  Woods  and  !L  1  near 
Webster  Springs  in  Webster  County. 

William  F.  ITamrick 

William  F.  Hamrick,  was  born  in  1836.  He  r-irried 

Sarah  Miller  and  resided  on  Gauley  River  near  the  mouth 

of  Turkey  Creek.  lie  was  a  farmer  and  hunt  r.  J'e  died 

in  L  A.  lie  had  two  sons  and  five  daughter  .  ’Ison, 

John,  Anne,  Nannie,  Margaret.  Rebecca  .  1  W  >a. 

Addison,  never  married. 

John,  married  Margaret  Jane  Dodrill,'  daughter  •  James 
Walton  and  Rebecca  Dodrill.  He  lived  on  Smiley 
River  at  the  home  place  of  his  father. 

Anne,  married  Joseph  Dodrill  and  resided  on  the  Elk 
Mountain  three  miles  from  Bergoo,  West  Virgin’a.  She 
died  in  1915,  and  is  buried  in  Meadowland  Cemetery, 
near  Bergoo. 

Nannie,  married  Terry  Starcher  and  lived  at  Cherry  Falls, 
one  mile  above  Webster  Springs,  in  Webster  County. 

Margaret,  married  Nathan  Smith  and  lived  in  Glade  Dis¬ 
trict,  Webster  County. 

Rebecca,  was  the  second  wife  of  William  Gregory  Ham¬ 
rick.  She  resided  on  Point  Mountain  for  several  years, 
and  later  moved  to  Webster  Springs.  She  died  in  1914. 
(See  William  G.  Hamrick). 

Ruharna,  never  married. 
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James  Miller  Hamrick 

James  M.  Ilamrick  was  born  in  1S17.  In  1S36,  ho  mar- 
riial  Rebecca  Lewis  Dodrill,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Gregorv  Dodrill.  He ‘built  his  home  seven  miles 
ne  Webster  Springs,  on  the  Elk  River,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death  in  March,  1S90.  The  home,  a  large  log 


James  M.  Ilamrick,  the  First  County  Supervisor  of  Fork 
Lick  District,  Webster  County 
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house,  is  still  in  use  and  is  the  present  home  of  a  grand¬ 
son,  Clarence  Ilamrick.  His  principal  occupations  were 
farming  and  hunting.  lie  was  the  first  postmaster  at  the 
Bcrnardstown,  West  Virginia  post  office,  having  served 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  the  first  Com  'y  Commis¬ 
sioner,  then  called  County' Supervisor,  of  Fwk-Lick  res¬ 
trict,  Webster  County.  He  was  elected  to  that  office  in 
1865. 

Rebecca  Dodrill  Hamrick  died  in  1857.  He  then  mar¬ 
ried  Delilah  Salisbury.  He  was  the  father  of  six  sons  and 
six  daughters — Agness,  Arthur  C.,  George  D.,  Jane,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin,  Elizabeth,  Moore,  Margaret,  and  Admit 
Dolliver.  of  the  first  marriage;  and  Samp:  i  Ballard, 
Phoebe  Ann,  and  Rebecca,  of  the  second  m  =  <  iage. 

Agness,  was  born  November  2-1,  1837.  She  in  iried  Jo:  t 
Cowger  and  lived  in  Randolph  County,  near  B1  e 
Springs,  at  what  is  commonly  known  as  '  wgcr  Mill. 
Iler  husband  operated  a 'water  mill  on  the  1.  ad  waters 
of  Elk  River  for  many  years.  She  died  in  1972. 

Arthur  C.,  was  born  November  3,  1839.  He  married  Mary 
Dyer,  and  lived  on  Williams  River,  twelve  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Webster  Springs.  He  taught  school  for  some, 
time,  and  engaged  in  fanning.  In  1S65,  he  was  elected 
assessor  of  Webster  County,  being  the  first  officer  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  in  the  county.  He  owned  a  fine 
farm  and  an  orchard  of  the  choicest  fruit  trees.  He 
died  November  18,  1896.  He  is  buried  near  his  home. 
He  had  one  son  and  three  daughters — Rachael,  Annie, 
Martha  and  Luther. 

George  D.,  was  born  September  18,  IS  11.  He  married 
Anna  Strong,  and  lived  near  Baltimore  Run  on  Elk 
River.  He  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  the  father  of 
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tYnr  sons  ami  three  daughters.  He  died  in  1906.  llis 
children  were  —  Frank,  Henry,  Harrison,  Robert, 
Naomi.  Rebecca  and  Lev  icy. 

Jane,  was  born  September  26,  1845.  She  married  Addi¬ 
son  Sycafoose  and  lived'  at  Upper  Elk,  fifteen  miles 
above  Webster  Springs  in  Webster  County.  She  died 
in  1926.  and  is  buried  in  the  private  cemetery  near  her 
home.  Her  children  were — Jasper,  franklin,  Newton, 
and  Martha. 

Benjamin  Fra  iklin,  was  born  June  20,  1843.  He  married 
Martha  Jane  Hamrick,  and  built  his  home  on  Point 
Mountain  where  he  cleared  a  large  farm.  He  helped 
to  build  the  first  church  erected  in  that  community,  and 
was  the  first  classleader  of  the  Point  Mountain  church 
organization.  He  died  m  1895  and  is  buried  in  the 
p,  i;u  Mountain  Church  Cemetery.  He  was  the  father 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters — Anzina.  Susan,  Bal¬ 
lard  S.,  Dulliver,  Lucrcsia  Olive,  Tamblyn,  and  Parker 
Moore.  Ballard  S..  is  a  Methodist  minister  in  West 
Virginia.  Dolliver,  formerly  City  Clerk  of  Clarksburg, 
West  Virginia,  now  lives  in  New  'l  ork  stale,  rambl)  n 
is  a  teacher.  He,  and  his  brother,  Parker  Moore,  arc 
veterans  of  the  \\  orld  War. 

Elizabeth,  was  born  June  16,  1S47.  She  married  William 
Gregory  Hamrick  and  resided  on  Point  Mountain  nine 
miles  above  Webster  Springs.  She  was  the  mother  of 
the  late  Charles  Elliott  Hamrick.  She  died  in  1879, 
and  is  buried  in  the  private  cemetery  near  her  Point 
Mountain  home.  (See  William  Gregory  Hamrick). 

Moore,  was  born  April  15,  1849.*  He  married  Susan  Ham- 

•  Died  Xov.  13.  1938  (luring  the  publication  of  this  book.  See 
••  Tribute"  in  the  appendix. 
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The  four  sons  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Hamrick 

rick,  and  built  his  home  on  Point  Mountain  in  Webster 
County,  about  1S7S.  He  has  a  fine  farm  all  of  which  he 
cleared  of  forest.  It  is  on  a  part  of  this  farm  that  the 
Hamrick  Reunion  is  held  annually.  Mr.  Hamrick  was 
postmaster  of  the  WLaneta,  West  Virginia  post  office 
for  twenty-two  years.  He  is  the  father  of  five  children 
— Fleming  S.,  Louie,  lalbott,  Abbie  and  banner.  Ear- 
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hut  is  a  \  derail  of  the  World  War,  having  boon  wound¬ 
ed  twice  while  in  France,  but  served  throughout  the 
war.  Fleming  S.,  a  carpenter  and  undertaker,  died  in 
1934.  •  . 

Mai  ureV  was  horn  August  27,  1851.  She  married  Levi 
Ski  ’more  r.  1  resided  in  Biaxton  County.  She  was  the 
'mother  of  four  children  — Charles,  Ilanson,  F  hoebe  and 
Ida  Mae. 

Adam  Dolliver,  was  born  January  9,  1854.  Fie  lived  with 
his  father.  James  M.  Hamrick,  until  the  latter’s  death 
in  1S90.  Fie  married  in  November  of  the  year  his  fa¬ 
ther  died,  and  built  his  home  on  a  farm  adjoining  that 
of  his  father's  farm.  He  engaged  in  farming.  For  many 
\wars  he  was  active  in  the  Farm  Bureau  of  Webster 
Countv,  having  served  as  a  director  of  that  oiganixa- 
tion.  His  wife,  Margaret  Ellen  Hamrick,  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  and  Nancy  Gregory  Hamrick. 

""Adam  Dolliver  Hamrick  and  Margaret  Ellen  Ham¬ 
rick  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  two  ha\ing  died 
in  infanev.  Rebecca  Y  iola,  Maymc  Hcibcrt,  Otiia  Hill¬ 
ing.  Portia  Jane,  and  Franklin  Moore.  Rebecca  \  iola, 
and  Portia  Jane,  are  teachers  residing  in  Huntington; 
Otha  Hilling,  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  and  lives 
with  his  mother  and  father;  Franklin  Mooie,  foimcrly 
a  teacher,  also  resides  in  Huntington. 

Sampson  Ballard,  was  born  May  25,  1860.  He  married 
Alibi  gal  Townsend,  about  the  year  1886,  and  built  his 
home  on  a  part  of  his  father  s  farm  on  the  Elk  Ki\er  in 
Webster  County,  where  he  resided  his  entire  life.  In 
18S0.  he  entered  the  teaching  profession  and  taught 
school  in  Webster  County.  He  then  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  lumbering.  He  maintained  a  small  sawmill  and 
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gristmill  near  his  home,  and  for  a  number  of  years  kept 
a  country  store.  Early  in  life  he  qualified  to-  practice 
law  but  never  pursued  the  profession.  In  1972,  !  was 
elected  Commissioner  of  the. County  Court  i  f  W  'er 
County,  and  served  a  term -of  six  years.  He 
his  father  as  postmaster  of  the  Bcrnardsto--  . 
office,  and  maintained  that  office  for  forty  )  s.  I  he 

postoffice  was  in  his  home.  Mr.  Hamrick  >  de¬ 

vout  Christian  and  was  the  leader  of  the  Pic  ul  t  rove 
Methodist  Church  Class  for  more  than  thirty  five  y  rs. 
In  this  leadership  lie  was  widely .  known  and  loved. 
Cheerful,  friendly  and  charitable,  his  frier  ' .  .’ere 
legion, 

Abbigal  Townsend  Hamrick,  died  in  19.  9.  on 

married  Lina  Hogan  Fisher.  He  died  July  9,  •  H  is 

death  was  mourned  by  the  people  of  the  entire  county 
where  he  lived.  1 1  is  children  are  -Clarence,  Gi  .Gay, 
Effre,  Ruth,  and  Martha  Katherine.  The  last  -  ...d  is 

the  only  daughter  by  the  second  marriage. 

Phoebe  Ann,  was  born  September  5,  1863.  .She  married 
Jacob  Hamrick  and  resided  on  Point  Mountain  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County,  at  what  is  known  as  the  Flint  Place. 
Here  her  husband  kept  hotel  for  several  years.  In  1900, 
she  moved  to  Mingo,  Randolph  County,  where  she 
resides  at  the  present  time.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter — Darius,  Miutie,  and  Arden. 

Rebecca,  born  October  20,  1S65,  married  John  Dodiill, 
son  of  Addison  and  Elmira  Gregory  Dodrill.  She  lived 
twelve  miles  above  Webster  Springs  aft  Elk  River,  at 
Benroo  Creek,  until  1916,  at  which  time  she  moved  to 
Webster  Springs.  She  died  in  1934. 
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Mrs.  Dodrill  was  the  mother  of  six  sons — Roscoe, 
who  (.lied  while  young;  Uimpson  Dolliver,  who  was 
killed  in  the  World  War.  lie  was  wounded  in  battle, 
and  died  before  reaching  a  base  hospital  in  F.ance.  He 
is  buried  in  France.  W.\  r,  died  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  at  Camp  Lee,. Virginia.  Rucker,  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  World  War  resides  in  W  ebster  Spiings. 
Forest,  a  phvsician  and  surgeon,  resides  in  Detroit, 
Michigan.  Hubert,  a  teacher,  lives  in  W  ebster  County. 

Sarah  R.  Hamrick 

Sarah  R.  Hamrick  was  born  January  21,  1 S20.  She 
married  George  W.  K.  Miller,  and  resided  on  Back  bork 
River  near  Webster  Springs,  in  Webster  County.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters  Al¬ 
fred,  Marion.  Jane.  Xancy,  Alex  and  Melvina. 

Alfred,  married  Ellen  Hamrick,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Margaret  Griffin  Hamrick,  and  lived  with  his  mother 
and  father. 

Marion,  married  Rebecca  Cogar,  and  resided  four  miles 
above  Webster  Springs,' in  the  valley  of  the  Back  Fork 
River.  He  was  an  aggressive  farmer  and  orchardist. 
Mr.  Miller  was  married  twice.  His  children  by  the  first 
marriage  are — Florence,  Carrie,  Mary,  Laura,  Julia, 
and  George  Heaston.  After  the  death  of  Rebecca  Cogar 
Miller,  Mr.  Miller  married  Margaret  Cogar.  Ilis  chil- 
'  dren  by  this  marriage  arc— Martha  and  Emma.  . 

Alex,  married  Eva  Cogar  and  resided  at  W  ebster  Springs. 
He  was  the  father  of  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time  (1938).  Lenora  (Mrs.  S.  P. 
Allen),  and  Margarite  (Mrs.  WT.  L.  WWlell),  both  of 
Webster  Springs.  Mrs.  Evelyn  Curry,  and  Mrs.  Nina 
Lyons,  reside  in  Kentucky. 
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Jane,  married  Addison  Miller,  and  resiled 
River  near  Beav«.r  Run. 

Nancy,  married  John  C.  Payne,  and  res;  .d 
River  at  what  is  now  the  village  of  E 
s'.er  County. 


on  C  udey 

on  the  Elk 
n,  in  Web- 


U-  /ina,  nev  r  married. 


Jane  Hamrick 

7  ' 

f. 

Jane  Hamrick  was  born  in  1832.  She  marred  Robert 
Dodrill  and  lived  at  the  old  home  place  t  her  i  uher,  her 
entire  lifetime.  She  died  in  1909.  She  lv.  1  no  children. 


Christopher  M.  Hamrick 

Christopher  M.  Hamrick  was  born  July  la,  1824.  In 
1814,  he  married  Eva  Gregory,  daughter  of  Jo  mi  and 
Mary  Miller  Gregory.  He  built  his  home  on  f  :  south 
side  of  Elk  River  six  miles  above  WWier  S.  ;s  in 
Webster  County.  Ilis  chief  occupation  was  fa  dug.  He 
died  in  1882.  He  was  the  father  of  six  sons  and  five 
daughters— \’incent.  Judson,  Thornton,  Mai  tin,  Bernard, 
Meletis,  Julia,  Katherine,  Caroline,  Lena,  and  Francena. 
Vincent,  married  Margaret  Dodrill,  daughter  of  George 
and  Levicy  Given  Dodrill,  and  resided  his  entire  life¬ 
time  on  the  home  place  of  his  father  in  Webster  County. 
His  principal  occupation  was  farming.  In  the  period  of 
the  Civil  War,  he  joined  the  troops  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  served  two  years.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Fork  Lick  District  in  18S8,  and  was  re-elected 
each  succeeding  term  thereafter,  except  one,  until  his 
death  in  1921.  Ilis  children  are — Emma,  Ellen,  Julia, 
Acatce,  Levicy,  Robert  Hampton,  and  Martin  Elliott. 
Robert  Hampton,  was  elected  Assessor  of  Webster 
County  in  1924.  He  died  during  the  term  of  office. 
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Martin  Elliott,  is  a  me::',  r  of  the  faculty  of  Frostburg 
College,  in  the  .-late  of  .Maryland. 

Juclson,  married  Jane  Dodrill  and  resided  on  the  south 
side  of  Elk  River,  six  miles  above  Webster  Springs, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in  1919.  Ife 
was  the  father  of  two  sons  wl  two  daughters — James, 
Samuel.  Malinda,  and  Delilah. 

Thornton,  married  France  a  a  Cogar,  and  went  to  Alder- 
son,  West  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1907.  fe  then 
removed  to  Webster  County  where  he  rcsi  ’  >1  until 
his  death  in  1924. 

Martin,  married  Susan  Dyer.  He  was  a  lumbcrm  in  and 
contractor  and  spent  most  of  his  life  in  that  work. 
During  the  Civil  V  ar,  he  joined  the  Confederate  Army 
and  spent  about  two  years  in  that  service.  He  was  the 
father  of  two  daughters — Sarah,  and  Eva  Jane. 

Bernard,  married  Prancena  Miller  and  resided  in  Web- 
.-•.er  Countv.  He  died  in  1931  and  is  buried  in  Meadow- 
land  Cemetery  at  Bergoo,  West  Virginia. 

Mcletis,  married  Pricilla  Conrad,  and  resided  in  Webster 
County.  He  later  moved  west  to  the  Stale  of  Califor¬ 
nia. 

Julia,  never  married.  She  resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Lena  Dodrill. 

Katherine,  married  James  Knapp,  and  resided  in  Nicholas 
County. 

Caroline,  married  John  R.  Baughman,  and  resided  at 
Cherry  Knob  in  Webster  County.  Her  children  arc— 
Albert,  Meletis,  and  Clementine. 

Lena,  resides  at  Bergoo,  Vest  Virginia.  Her  husband, 
Henry  M.  Dodrill,  was  a  son  of  George  and  Lcvicy 
Given  Dodrill.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Fork  Lick  District  for  a  term  of  six  years.- 
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He  was  classleadcr  of  the  Leather  cod  M<  thudist 
Church  organization  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
Franccna,  married  Samuel  Gregory  Dodrill,  son  of  L  urge 
and  Lcvicy  Given  Dodrill,  and  has  for  a  ’  r  of 
years  resided  on  a  farm  one  mile  below  Bcr,  \  W  t 
Virginia.  She  f'  nncrly  lived  at  Cooperwood  Run  too 
place  of  the  Indian  Camp  prior  to  the  pionc..  ..cLle- 
cuts.  Her  children,  Lena,  Lillian,  Phocna,  '.  inccijt, 
R.  Moore,  and  Henry,  all  reside  in  Webster  County, 
except  R.  Mi  .ire  Dodrill.  He  is' a  former  principal  of 
the  Webster  Springs  High  School,  1.  ving  served  four 
wars  as  State  Secretary  of  Education  of  V  est  \  ir- 
ginia. 

Anna  M.  Hamrick 

Anna  M.  Hamrick,  was  born  October  13,  1836.  She 
died  Dec.  30,  1S-14.  She  never  married. 

J 

Mary  Hamrick 

Mary  Hamrick,  was  born  Augu.-t  30,  1828.  She  died 
April  6,  1834. 

Addison  M.  Hamrick 

Addison  M.  Hamrick  was  born  September  IS,  1830.  He 
married  Hanna  Cogar,  and  resided  near  Webster  Spr:  , 
just  opposite  Lover’s  Leap,  on  the  south  side  of  aik 
River.  He  participated  in  the  first  election  ever  held  in 
Webster  Springs,  in  1851,  acting  as  clerk  of  said  election. 
His' occupation  was  farming.  He  was  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters— Julian,  Cornelius,  Nancy, 
Jane,  Nelson,  Alfred,  and  Quince. 

Julian,  married  John  Woods,  and  resided  on  the  back 
Fork  River,  in  Webster  County. 
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CTrnolius,  married  Kiddie  Sab  bury,  and  lived  near  Web¬ 
ster  Springs,  in  Webster  County. 

Nancy,  married  Kyle  Given,  and  resided  in  Glade  District, 
in  Webster  County. 

J  married  Samuel  Given,  and  lived  in  Glade  District. 
Nelson,  married  Crosby  Hunt. 

Alfred,  married  Anna  Barker. 

Quin  ,  never  married. 

Margaret  Ell!  .t  Hamrick 

Margaret  Elliott  Hamrick,  was  burn  April  25,  18.52. 
In  1853.  she  married  Henry  C.  Moore,  and  resided  on 
Point  Mountain  in  Webster  County  until  1863,  when 
she  moved  west  t<*  the  state  of  Iowa,  .'die  bad  two  sons 
ami  three  daughters--!' rank,  Nimrod,  Julia,  Nancy  and 
Mary.  The  writer  is  unable  to  give  the  mimes  of  the 
persons  these  .descendants  married.  They  live  in  the 
states  of  California.  Illinois  and  Iowa. 


WILLIAM  HAM  KICK 


William  Hamrick,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  McMil- 
lian  Hamrick,  was  born  in  Greenbrier  C  ly  Yh  Si, 
now  West  Virginia,  in  1789.  lie  was  four  y  ar.s  f  ,  t 
the  time  of  the  alarm  of  an  intended  Inch,  i  •>.  :  !  o:i  be 
settlements  of  Greenbrier  County,  and  was  envied  on 
that  memorable  journey  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles 
through  the  forest  to  Fort  Donnally,  by  Jack  McMalian. 

Pioneer 

When  William  Hamrick  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  he  built  his  home  on  the  north  side  of  Aik  River, 
in  what  is  now  Webster  County,  West  Virgin;  i,  .  -e  miles 
above  Webster  Springs,  then  called  Fork  Lick.  That 
section  of  what  is  now  West  Virginia  was  a  v.  Tl. .  n>  >s, 
without  highways  through  the  forest,  and  without  bridges 
over  any  of  the  many  streams.  He  married  Jeanette. 
(Jennie)  Gregory  (1796-187.3),  daughter  of  Col.  Isaac, 
and  Sarah  Given  Gregory,  May  14,  1  SI 3. 

War  of  1812 

In  1S14,  William  Hamrick  enlisted  in  the  war  against 
Great  Britian  and  went  with  his  brother.  Benjamin,  to 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  he  served  in  Captain  WamsJey’s 
regiment  until  his  discharge  December  15,  1S14. 

-  Noted  Hunter 

William  Hamrick  was  a  celebrated  hunter.  He  always 
kept  a  pack  of  well  trained  dogs  for  the  chase.  He  knew 
the  favorite  haunts  of  the  animals  that  roamed  the  woods 
in  abundance.  His  hunting  explorations  were  always  suc- 
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e^Mul.  He  frequently  killed  one  Inquired  deer  and  1  ly 
bl  :n  ore  sen.- on.  To  the  amusement  of  Ins  many  frimds 
he  Juiov  d  relating  the  exciting  anecdotes  of  the  •:!.  v. 


Pioneer  Home  of  William  Hamrick  the  noted  hunter,  built  in  1813 


the  family.  There  was  little  if  any  commerce  in  Western 
Virginia/  prior  to  1850.  The  nearest  trading  post  was 
Xcw  Market.  Virginia,  a  distance  of  four  hundred  fifty 
miles.  Hides  and  furs  were  sold  there.  Later,  a  trading 
j.ust  was  established  at  what  is  row  Lewisburg,  West 
Virginia,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  titty  miles  from  Web¬ 
ster  County. 
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First  School  House  in  Webster  C  / 

In  1835,  William  and  Benjamin  ;  r  nine’  id  J  im  s 
Dud  rill,  built  the  first  schoolhot;  c  erect  1  in  \  '  ’  '  c 
County,  and  hired  the  teacher,  •Euiioni  G; 
of  three  months.  The  school  building  m;  L  '  ,s 
on  the  north  side  of  Elk  River,  near  the  ■  mth  of  ;f 
Pen  Run..  William  Hamrick  participated  '  l  the  movc- 
ment  in  IS  1 1,  to  have  a  new  county  Rimed  from  Ran¬ 
dolph,  Nicholas,  and  Pocahontas  counties.  As  a  result 
Webster  County  was  created  by  act  of  the  Genu  al  As¬ 
sembly  of  Virginia,  January  10,  I860. 

Died  in  Nicholas  County 

While  on  business  in  Nicholas  County,  al  out  the  year 
1.850,  William  Hamrick  died  suddenly,  and  e  body  was 
not  returned  to  the  home  in  Webster  County  for  burial. 
He  is  buried  in  Nicholas  County  on  the  faun'  formerly 
owned  by  a  Mr.  Robinson.  lie  was  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  seven  daughters — Nancy,  Isaac,  Sarah,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Adam,  Rachael,  Benjamin,  Isabel, 
and  William  G.  A  short  sketch  will  be  given  of  each  in 
the  order  named. 

Nancy  Hamrick 

Nancy  Hamrick,  born  March  17,  1S15,  married  Benoni 
Guilin  in  1S34.  She  lived  in  Pocahontas  County  until 
1852,  when  she  moved  to  Wainville  in  Webster  County. 
In  1S62,  she  moved  to  Salem,  Harrison  County,  where 
she  was  living  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  was  the 
mother  of  twelve  children:  Jane,  William  If.,  Isaac  II., 
Rachael  C.,  Charles  R.,  George  C„  Elizabeth  R.,  Jena- 
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S.,  Newton  ]■,  Mary  L.,  \  aliiula  S.,  and  Matthew  W. 
Jane,  died  at  the. age  of  24  years  unmarried. 

William  II.,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  unmarried. 
Isaac  H.,  married  Mary  S.  Lynch,  of  Webster  County. 
After  the  death  of  Mary  Lynch  Griffin,  he  married, 
Diana  M.  Galbert  of  Harrison  Count}.  He  was  a  sol 
dier  in  the  Union  Army,  Company  E,  3rd.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cavalry.  He  served  in  the  West  Virginia  State 
•  Legislature  .  in  1871,  representing  both  Webster  and 
Pocahontas  counties.  He  took  the  lirst  census  of  "\\  cb- 
ster  County  in  1870. 

Rachael  C.,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Charles  R.,  died  at  the  age  of  cighte-  n  years. 

George  C.,  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army,  Company  E, 
third  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  haled  at  the  battle 
erf' Rocky  Gap,  in  1863.  He  never  married. 

Elizabeth  R.,  never  married. 

Jonathan  S.,  never  married. 

Newton  J.,  married  Jane  Haskins. 

Mary  E.,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  unmarried. 
Valinda  S.,  married  Susan  Haskins. 

Matthew  W.,  married  a  Miss  Elliott. 

Isaac  Hamrick 

Isaac  Hamrick  was  born  May  9,  ISIS.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Griffin,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Rachael  Sharp 
Griffin,  and  lived  on  Point  Mountain,  four  miles  above 
Webster  Springs,  in  Webster  County.  He  is  buried  in 
a  private  cemetery  near  the  Pleasant  Grove  Church.  His 
wife  who  died  at  the  age  of  93  years,  is  buried  beside  him. 
He  was  the  father  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters  Jon¬ 
athan,  Levi,  Nathan,  Mildred,  Ellen  and  Andrew. 
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Jonathan,  married  Rebecca  Jane  Hamrick,'!  J.tcr  of 
Peter  and  Xaiw  Gregory  Ifamrick,  and  •  A  <: 

farm  of  his  father  on  Point  Mountain,  fo  :  mA  ovo 
Webster  Springs  in  Webster  County.  In  .  ,9  1  •  roved 

to  Saint  Petersburg,  Florida,  where  he  went  '  .  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  He  was  the  father  <  ten  c  .  at 
Florence,  Martha,  Scrdelia,  Sarah,  M..ry,  Elizabeth, 
Hays,  I.cltie,  Isaiah,  and  Cassie. 

Levi,  married  Almarinda  Cogar,  daughter  of  C  irge 
Cogar,  and  resided  near  the  home  of  his  1 ...  ■  r  in  \Veb- 
ster  County.  He  was  the  father  of  li  ve  cm  ..  n: 
Coski,  Benson,  Klick.  They  reside  in  W  A  Per  C-ur.ty. 
Nathan,  married  Isabel  Ilarrah  and  rcsio.  I  m  Croon- 
brier  County. 

Mildred,  married  Robert  A.  Lilly,  of  Rand  ph  C  ity 
and  resided  in  Barbour  County,  West  V  ginia.  She 
died  in  1937  at  the  age  of  87  years.  Her  husband,  a 
policeman,  was  killed  while  on  duty  in  19".  1.  - 
Ellen,  married  Alfred  R.  Miller,  and  resided  on  the  Back 
Fork  of  Elk  River,  in  Webster  County. 

Andrew,  died  while  young,  unmarried. 

Sarah  Hamrick 

Sarah  Hamrick,  born  June  16,  1820,  married  William 
Benjamin  Dodrill,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Lewis  Dod- 
rill.  They  moved  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  in  1874,  where 
they  made  their  home.  Both  are  buried  at  1  rainc  i  Ionic, 
Nebraska.  Sarah  Hamrick  Dodrill  was  t be  mother  of 
nine  children — James  Chambers,  Sa\  ina,  John  V  Jciimc, 
Rebecca,  George,  Benjamin,  Isaac,  and  Nannie. 

James  Chambers,  was  born  January  10,  1816.  lie  married 
Mariah  Hamrick,  and  resided  for  a  numbir  of  years  in 
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‘  Nebraska  and  Kan?  ,  then  moved  lo  McLoud,  Okla., 
where  Mrs.  Dodrill  resides  at  the  present  lime.  Mr. 
Dod rill  died  in  1908. 

Savina,  married  Thomas  Smith. 

John  W„  married  Leah  Culver.  He  later  married  Mollie 
Moore  and  lived  at  W  hittier,  California. 

Jennie,  married  Seth  Mastin  and  resided  at  LeFcria, 
Cameron  County,  Texas. 

Rebecca,  married  Charles  Jackson  and  lived  at  Whittier, 
California. 

George,  married  George  Bollen. 

Benjamin,  married  Nan  Simmons. 

Isaac,  married  Emma  Xorthrup  and  resided  at  Stockton, 
Kansas. 

Nannie,  married  Arch  Vanncy,  and  resided  at  Waverly, 
Nebraska. 

Elizabeth  Hamrick 

Elizabeth  Hamrick,  born  August  2,  1822,  married  James 
Cogar  and  resided  on  .the  Gauley  Mountain  between 
Leatherwood  and  Gauley  River  in  Webster  County.  She 
was  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters— Mar¬ 
garet  Jane,  Melcina,  David,  Naomi,  Martha  and  William. 
Margaret  Jane,  married  Marion  Miller  and  resided  on 
Back  Fork  River,  four  miles  above  Webster  Springs.^ 
Melcina,  married  Thornton  Hamrick  and  resided  m  Sum¬ 
mers  County,  West  Virginia. 

David,  married  Nancy  Gregory,  only  daughter  of  Cur- 
rence  and  Harriett  Payne  Gregory.  He  resided  on  the 
farm  of  his  father  on  Gauley  Mountain. 

Naomi,  married  George  Gregory,  and  resided  on  Mill  Run 
in  Webster  County. 
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M.  •  tha,  married  Homer  Davis. 

William,  married  Margaret  Payne  and  r  Med  o  i  Ganley 
Mountain. 

Mary  Hamrick 

Mary  Hamrick,  was  born  September  1  5.  Sim  mar¬ 

ried  William  Dodrill,  son  of  James  and  eh  -belli  (  u  g- 
ory  Dodrill,  and  resided  on  Elk  River  aeom.  thice  >eS 
above  Webster  Springs,  opposite  the  to-.vn  of  '  'T 
West  Virginia.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  el  '  l — 
Bennett,  Elizabeth,  Jane  and  Nancy. 

Bennett,  married  Harriett  Gregory,  and  reside  .  ’■ 

farm  where  his  father  had  lived,  until  1916, 
moved  to  Webster  Springs  where  he  re  id  :  1  M  Mm 
time  of  his  death  in  1931.  He  was  the  father  e  f  eig  it 
children  -Ira,  Nettie,  Ella,  Ora,  Mary,  Jennings,  Leah 
and  Rufus  M.  The  last  named  is  a  minister  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Conference,  and  is  now  in  that  work  at  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Indiana. 

Elizabeth,  married  Charles  Bourne  of  Calhoun  Cou  My. 
She  resides  in  Webster  County,  four  miles  above  Web¬ 
ster  Springs.  Her  husband  was  the  local  mail  carrier 
in  the  Elk  Valley,  between  Webster  Springs,  and  Samp, 
West  Virginia,  for  a  period  of  almost  twenty  years. 
Three  round  trips  were  made  between  the  two  points 
each  week.  The  distance  covered  each  trip  was  forty 
miles.  The  mail  was  transported  on  horseback.  Mr. 
Bourne  died  in  1936.  I  he  children  of  the  family  aie 
Clay  ton,  Oliver,  Mary,  Richard,  Edgar,  Mellie,  Ro^a, 
and  Earle. 

Jane,  married  John  Gregory,  and  resided  on  Point  Moun¬ 
tain  in  Webster  County.  Her  children  were— Lida, 
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Frink,  Mary,  Hinkle,  Isaac,  Bennett,  Harriett  and 
Morgan. 

K  toy,  married  Henry  Miller,  son  of  Robert  Miller  and 
rcsi  .rd  three  miles  above  Webster  Springs,  in  Webster 
County.  Two  of  her  children,  Ona  and  Lora,  reside 
in  Webster  County;  Renick  resides  in  Maryland;  Isaac 
died  in  young  manhood. 

Rebecca  Hamrick 

Rebecca  Hamrick  was  born  July  7,  1S27.  She  married 
James  Walton  D  o  cl  rill  and  resided  on  Birch  River  in 
Nicholas  County.  She  possessed  an  excellent  memory  and 
having  lived  in  the  pioneer  and  Civil  War  Period  of  the 
historv  of  West  Virginia,  her  knowledge  of  historical 
facts  and  events  was  unbounded. 

She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  died  in  infancy.  Her  children  that  grew  to  manhood 
and  womanhood  were — Margaret  Jane,  Sarah  Ann,  Mar¬ 
tin,  Melvina,  Isabel,  John  X.,  William  Christian,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Addle,  Nannie  and  James  Rush. 

Margaret  Jane,  married  John  Hamrick,  and  lived  on 
Gauley  River  at  the  mouth  of  Turkey  Creek,  in  Web¬ 
ster  County. 

Sarah  Ann,  married  Cyrus  Newman  Dyer,  on  December 
25,  1S75,  and  resided  at  Beaver  Run,  in  Webster  County. 
She  died  in  1919.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  nine  children 
that  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  were — Bettie, 
Luther  L.,  John  R  .  Jennie,  Flossie,  James  Morgan, 
Martin  Homer,  Nannie,  and  Newman  H.  Luther  L. 
Dyer  and  John  R.  Dyer  are  lawyers,  and  live  in  Web¬ 
ster  County.  Newman  II.  Dyer  is  a  physician. 
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Rebecca  Hamrick  Dodrill,  daughter  of  V/DHn  Ham¬ 
rick,  the  pioneer,  and  mother  of  William  Christian 
Dodrill,  the  author  of  "Moccasin  Tracks  and 
Other  Imprints.” 

Martin,  married  Mary  L.  Baughman,  of  Nicholas  County, 
and  resided  all  of  his  life  on  his  farm  on  Mill  Creek  in 
Nicholas  Count\.  His  children  arc — J.  Bernard,  Sam¬ 
uel  S.,  Dayton,  Lucy,  Newman  V.,  Ira.  E.,  Daisy  A 
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and  Nannie  A.  J.  Bernard  Dodrill  is  a  physician,  and 
Samuel  S.  Dodrill  is  a  dentist. 

Melvina,  married  [ohn  crame.  Sire  resided  on  Anthony  s 
Creek  in  Nicholas  County.  The  children  of  this  union 
were— Lee,  Sarah,  Pat,  Jeanette,  Wade,  Ray,  Martin, 
E.\y  and  Lilly. 

Isabel,  married  Hanson  Pierson  of  Braxton  County.  They 
moved  to  Woodstock,  Illinois.  The  children  of  this 
union  were — James,  John,  George,  Homer,  Rebecca, 
William,  Mary  and  Myrtle. 

John  N.,  married  Jeanette  McClung  of  Ilookersville, 
West  Virginia,  and  resided  near  Birch  River,  in  Nicho¬ 
las  County.  Ilis  children  .-.re  -Ward,  James,  Cora,  and 
Dewey. 

William  Christian,  naturalist,  ornithologist,  author  and 
educator,  was  born  on  Birch  River,  Nicholas  County, 
September  7,  I860.  As  a  boy  he  worked  on  the  farm, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  entered  the  teach¬ 
ing  profession  in  his  native  county.  In  1895,  lie  came 
to  Webster  County,  where  lie  taught  school  for  al- 
almost  thirty  years,  having  taught  his  first  Training 
School  for  teachers  at  Haynes,  in  1890. 

During  his  teaching  career  he  was  principal  ©f  the 
Camden  Public  Schools,  the  Webster  Springs  Public 
Schools,  and  a  teacher  in  the  Webster  Springs  Normal 
School.  He  was  recognized  by  all  as  the  leader  in  his 
profession  in  Webster  County,  and  was  known  by 
every  hoy  and  girl  throughout  the  county. 

He  made  a  special  study  of  animal,  fish  and  bird  life. 
He  was  an  expert  fisherman.  A  student  of  the  great 
M'h.ool  of  nature,  he  spent  much  time  along  the  beauti¬ 
ful  streams  of  Webster  and  Nicholas  counties,  angling 
for  trout  or  listening  for  the  call  of  his  favorite  song- 
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stgr  among  tlie  many  beautiful  bird:;  that  visit  or  in¬ 
habit  those  localities.  Ifc  knew  every  bird  by  color, 
song  or  place  of  nesting,  that  visits  or  i.  '  V:s  Web¬ 
ster  County,  and  the  exact  season  of  its  <;•  mi; 

William  Christian  Dodrill  posse;  l  an  cellent 
memory.  Ilis  mother,  Rebecca  Hamrick  Dodrill,  had 
learned  from  her  father,  William  Ha  nrick,  the  ,  ’oncer, 
the  story  of  hardships  and  privatin  s  of  the  •  rly  set¬ 
tlors  in  Webster  County.  This  she  ■  ted  to  1.  r  son  to¬ 
gether  with  the  stories  of  heroism  and  tragedies  of 
which  she  had  personal  recollection.  Interested  in 
state  and  national  history,  he  not  only  i;  !e  a  mental 
note  of  the  many  things  his  mother  told  him,  '  t  fre¬ 
quently  wrote  and  published  through  the  con  /.press 
articles  of  special  interest  to  the  citizens  of  bster 
County.  In  1915,  he  compiled  his  notes  and  i  s  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  published  them  under  the  title  ‘"Moccasin 
Tracks  and  Other  Imprints,”  a  story  of  pioneer  days 
in  Webster  County,  together  with  a  short  family  his¬ 
tory  of  many  of  the  early  settlers.  This  book,  contain¬ 
ing  almost  three  hundred  pages,  is  a  living  monument 
to  his  memory. 

He  died  in  1921.  He  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  near 
his  old  home  on  Birch  River  in  Nicholas  County. 

Elizabeth,  married  Joseph  Thomas  Davis,  of  Webster 
Count)’.  She  resided  in  Glade  District,  Webster  Coun¬ 
ty.  The  children  of  this  union  are — Prudence,  Verdie, 
James  Dorr,  William  Olan,  and  Ardela. 

Nannie,  married  Isaac  L.  Gregory.  She  resides  at  M  1 
Run  in  Webster  County.  Her  husband,  a  blacksmith 
and  farmer,  is  the  son  of  Currencc  and  Harriett  Payne 
Gregory.  Nannie  Dodrill  Gregory  is  the  mother  of  five 
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children.  One  died  in  infancy,  'flic  following  grew  to 
manhood — J.  Roy,  Okey,  Ardie  W.,  and  Olcn. 

/  Idle,  never  married. 

James  Rush,  married  Mandy  Ashley  of  Nicholas  County. 

1 1  is*  children  are— James,  Sylvester,  Arden,  Sherman, 
Rebecca,  Dewey  and  Louise. 

Adam  G.  Hamrick 

Adam  G.  Hamrick  was  born  September  I,  1S29.  In  1S50 
he  married  Rebecca  Mollohan  (1827-1862),  and  lived  at 
the  home  of  his  father  five  miles  above  W  ebstei  Springs 
in  Webster  County.  In  1862,  he  moved  his  family  to 
Randolph  County  to  reside  for  the  period  of  the  Civil 
War.  During  the  sojourn  in  Randolph  County,  Mrs. 
Hamrick  died.  She  was  buried  in  Randolph  County.  One 
son  and  five  daughters  were  born  to  this  union  Maitha 
Jane.  Lucinda,  Susan,  Luverna,  Emma  Ellen  (1859-1862), 
and  James  Lee. 

Mr.  Hamrick  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  hoik 
Lick  District,  Webster  County  in  1865,  and  served  for  a 
term  of  four  vears.  In  1864,  he  married  Elizabeth  Ham¬ 
rick  (1843-1934),  and  to  this  union  three  sons  and  eight 
daughters  were  born — Xaomi,  Emma,  Harriett,  Nancy 
(1871-1890),  Rebecca,  Mary,  Wallace,  Willis,  Watson, 
Margaret  Diana,  and  Almarinda  (1SS9-1S90). 

Martha  Jane,  was  born  August  25,  1S51.  She  died  in  1904. 
She  married  Benjamin  Franklin  Hamrick,  of  whom  a 
complete  sketch  has  been  given. 

Lucinda,  was  born  August  25,  1 8a3.  She  married  Adam 
G.  Hamrick,  son  of  Peter  and  Nancy  Gregory  Hamrick. 
Susan,  was  born  May  14,  lSe6.  She  died  in  192-1.  She 
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married  Moore  Hamrick,  and  rcsidi  1  on  l  •  t  M<  un- 
tain,  in  Webster  County. 

Luverna,  was  born  March  15,  1858.  c  .  '  11 

Hinkle  Hamrick,  son  of  John  and  J  •  C. 
rick.  A  sketch  is  given  in  another  ,  of 
James  f  ;,  was  born  Jam  ry  14,  U' 

riclt  Payne,  and  for  a  number  of  ■»  W  1 


Squire  Adam  Hamrick,  son  of  William  Hamrick  the  noted  hunter 
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Oak  Knob.  Later  he  moved  to  Grassy  C.  ek  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  is  l.uned  in  Fair- 
view  Cemetery. 

Naomi,  was  born  October  4,  1865.  She  married  George 
Payne,  and  resided  near  Webster  Springs  in  Webster 
County. 

Harriett,  was  born  July  IS,  1869.  She  married  Creed 
Rigglcman,  and  lived  in  Randolph  County. 

Emma,  was  '  orn  June  15,  1867.  She  married  Alfred  M. 
Payne,  in  1885.  She  resided  in  Webster  Springs,  Web¬ 
ster  County.  She  served  as  postmaster  in  Webster 
Springs  for  a  number  of  years.  She  died  February  21, 
1957.  Her  children  are — Ida,  Sherman,  Orlando,  and. 
Roy. 

Rebecca,  was  born  April  4,  1875.  She  married  Theodore 
Gregory  and  resided  near  Webster  Springs  in  Webster 
County.  She  was  the  mother  of  one  son  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter-— Lee  and  Masie. 

Mary,  lorn  December  22,  1874,  married  E.  II.  Gillespie. 
She  resides  in  Webster  Springs,  Webster  County.  Her 
children  are  two  sons— Clarence  and  Marston. 

Wallace,  torn  October  27,  1876,  married  Nancy  Gregory, 
daughter  of  A.  Hinkle  and  Rhoene  Gregory.  He  re¬ 
sides  on  Grassy  Creek,  near  Kovan,  West  Virginia. 

Willis,  horn  January  4,  1879,  married  Etta  Gregory.  He 
resides  on  Point  Mountain,  in  Webster  County. 

Watson,  born  March  12,  1881,  married  Harriett  Gregory. 
He  resides  at  what  was  formerly  the  home  of  his  father, 
and  the  pioneer  home  of  his  grandfather.  Iiis  children 
arc — Eskridge,  Mary  and  Elbert. 
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Margaret  Diana,  born  May  5,  1884,  married  ('  9,  hi  Brady. 
Site  -resides  at  Laurel  Fork,  .Webster  C  ty,  ’  t 
Virginia.  She  is  the  proud  possessor  of  the  hi  ..ic 
Bible  which  belonged  to  her  grandfather;  Willi  a 
Ila:  rick.  It  contains  the  Family  Record. 

Rachael  Hamrick 

Rachael  Hamrick,  born  February  27,  48  2,  married 
Arthur  Bickcl.  She  resided  four  miles  above  Webster 
Springs,  near  the  present  location  of  the  Plea  ant  Grove. 
Church.  Following  the  Civil  War,  she  move  ’  west,  and 
the  writer  is  unable  to  give  the  names  of  her  d  conduits. 

Benjamin  Hamrick 

Benjamin  Hamrick  -.as  born  May  11,  1834.  On  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1856,  he  married  Naomi  Mollohan,  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  D.  Mollohan  of  Braxton  County.  He  re¬ 
sided  at  Leatherwood  in  Webster  County,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  farming  and  live  stock- 
raising  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  retired  and  moved 
to  Webster  Springs  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
rife.  He  was  a  man  of  great  industry,  an  ardent  and  loyal 
church  member  and  a  loved  and  respected  citizen..  He 
died  in  1906.  He  is  buried  in  the  Hamrick  Cemetery  at 
Webster  Springs.  This  cemetery  was  given  to  the  public 
by  him  before  his  death.  His  family,  consisting  of  four¬ 
teen  children,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prominent 
in  Webster  County.  Arnold  M.,  Isaac  P.,  Adam  J.,  Wil¬ 
liam  Grant,  Felix  D.,  Eli  G.  (Rimfire),  Diana,  George  F., 
Marv  M.,  Jane,  Simpson,  Ellis,  Mariah,  and  Rebecca. 
Mariah,  married  James  Chambers  Dodrill  and  moved  to 
Nebraska,  then  to  Kansas.  Later  she  removed  to  Me- 
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Loud,  Oklahoma,  where  she  resides  at  the  present 
time. 

A  mold  M.,  married  Angel inc  Dodrill,  daughter  of  Charles 
Me.  Dodrill,  and  resided  on  Point  Mountain  in  Webster 
County. 

Isaac  P.,  married  Sarah.  Davis,  and  lived  for  a  number  of 
years  in  Webster  C>  nty.  He  later  moved  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  then  to  Greenbi  r  County.  He  died  in  February, 
1938. 

Adam  J.,  married  Melvina  Miller,  and  resided  on  Leather- 
wood  Creek,  near  Bergoo,  West  Virginia.  He  engaged 
in  farming  and  the  raising  of  live  stock.  He  was  active 
in  the  county  Farm  Bureau  for  several  years.  His  home 
located  in  the  valley  of  Leathcrwood  Creek,  surrounded 
by  a  grove  of  beautiful  evergreen  trees,  was  one  of  the 
most  attractive  in  Webster  County. 

After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hamrick  in  1908,  he  married 
Sarah'  Dodrill,  and  after  her  death,  he  married  Addie 
Liggett  of  Richie  County.’  He  died  in  1935,  and  is  bur¬ 
ied  in  the  Meadowland  Cemetery,  near  Bergoo.  His 
children— Benson,  Cecil,  Flossie,  Elsie,  and  Rettie,  live 
in  Webster  and  Randolph  counties. 

Diana,  married  A.  Harmon  Gregory  and  resided  near 
Mill  Run  in  Webster  County.  She  was  the  mother  of  . 
two  daughters  and  fuur  sons — Levi,  Orlando,  Freeman, 
Xoah,  Alice,  and  Virgie. 

William  Grant,  married  'Katherine  Hamrick  and  resided 
(<n  Red  Oak  Knob  in  Webster  County.  He  later  moved 
to  Bergoo  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  While  living  there  he  married  Elizabeth  Bald¬ 
win.  He  is  a  skillful  hunter  and  is  familiar  with  the 
geographical  location  of  all  the  hills  and  streams  in 
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Webster  County.  He  is  a  noted  bear  hunter  and  Ins 
killed  bear  in  "Webster  County  quite  r<  .ally.  He  !  .; 
spent  some  time  in  the  west  where  he  owns  a  '  a 
ranch.  He  resides  in  Webster  Sprir  t  l!  •  at 
time.  lie  married  Miss  Luna  Ward  of  .  ’  i  Co.  it y 
in  1927. 

Eli  (Rimfire),  arried  Xclla  Cogar.  He  Cos  in  Web¬ 
ster  County. 

Jane,  married  Nathan  Hamrick  and  lived  for  several 
years  at  Red  Oak  Knob  in  Webster  County.  She  moved 
to  Webster  Springs  in  1909.  She  was  the  mother -of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mrs.  Hamrick  di<.  1  in 
October,  1937.  Her  children  are — Everett,  May,  Olive, 
Rhoda,  Simpson,  and  Raymond. 

Simpson,  formerly  a  teacher,  married  Mattie  L  mgr  a, 
of  Oklahoma.  He  attended  West  Virginia  We. 'cyan 
College  graduating  in  the  class  of  Jure,  1901.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  ministry,  and  has  served  thirty  years  in  that 
work.  His  field  of  service  includes,  in  addition  to  the 
West  Virginia  Conference,  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
and  the  Oregon  Conference.  He  is  retired  at  the  present 
time  and  resides  near  Salem,  Oregon. 

Rebecca,  married  Cameron  Beale.  She  has  lived  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  Pocahontas  County.  Mr.  Beale  died  in 
1936. 

Felix,  married  Etta  Miller.  He  is  a  farmer  and  dairyman, 
lie  lives  at  Rodney,  Ohio. 

Ellis  R.,  was  born  at  Bergoo,  Webster  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  March  13,  1879.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Webster  County,  and  West  Virginia  Wes¬ 
leyan  College.  He  was  of  impressive  physique,  being 
six  feet,  six  inches  tall.  The  State  of  West  Virginia 
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selected  him  as  its  model  for  the  statue  located  on  the 
e  dtol  grounds  at  Charleston,  personifying  the  typi- 
uounlaineer. 

Li  1901,  Mr.  Hamrick  engaged  in  the  crude- oil  in¬ 
dustry  and  for  ten  years  served  as  General-  Field 
Superintendent  for  the  Ohio  Fuel  Oil  Company.  He 
resigned  in  1918,  and  moved  to  Gallia  County,  Ohio, 
near  Gallipol is.  In  -1928,  lie  was  elected  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  served  in  the  88th  General  As¬ 
sembly  for  the  years  L  9  and  1930.  Interested  in  local, 
farm  and  civic  organizations,  he  effected  legislation 
pertaining  to  distribution  of  gasoline  tax  to  townships; 
the  organization,  of  Farm  Bureaus  and  co-operative 
marketing  among  the  farmers. 

Mr.  Hai  rick  married  Georgianna  Ambler,  daughter 
of  Lutellis  and  Rebecca  V  ells  Ambler  of  Saint  Marys, 
West  Virginia. 

lie  died  July  26,  1932,  at  Charleston.  West  Virginia. 
He  is  buried  at  Rodney,  Ohio. 

George  F.,  was  born  in  \\  ebster  County,  West  Virginia, 
July  15,  1S82.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
free  schools  of  Webster  County,  and  WTest  Virginia 
Wesleyan  College,  at  Buckhannan.  In  1907,  he  mar¬ 
ried  I'razie  Morton  of  Braxton  County  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  W'cbster  Springs,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  principal  department 
stores  of  the  town. 

Finding  the  work  to  his  liking  he  entered  the  mer¬ 
cantile'  business  independently  in  1912,  operating  a 
large  department  store  in  Webster  Springs.  In  this 
occupation  he  was  very  successful.  He  also  engaged 
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in  the  work  of'  the  only  undertV  ;  and  embalm 
establishment  in  Webster  Count}  at  L  time. 

Mr.  Ida  rrick  was  a  shrewd  busim  ntm 
gent  and  industrious  worker.  He  \ 
quality  of  associating  friendship  a:.  1  Id, 
business,  and  thus  became  the  friend  11  v. ' 
he  came  in  contact.  Fie  died  in  March  1919. 


George  F.  Hamrick 
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limelv  j  assing  was  a  shock  to  the  entire  community. 

I  To  had  two  daughters— Hope  and  Ethel. 

i.t  a  teacher  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Webster  County  and  West  Virginia  Wesleyan  Col¬ 
lege.  She  resides  in  Clarksburg,  Harrison  County, 
where  she  has  taught  school  for  several  years.  She 
never  married. 

Isabel  Hamrick 

Isabel  Hamrick,  was  born  June  9,  1836.  She  married 
George  Martin  Dodrill,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Lewis 
Dodrill.  and  re.-ided  on  Popular  Run  in  Nicholas  County. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children — James  Walton, 
William  H.,  Rebecca,  Maggie,  Agnes  Jane,  Mary,  John 
1C.  Martha,  and  Luther. 

James  Walton,  married  Jennie  Hoover  of  Nicholas 
County.  His  children  are — Bell,  Homer,  George,  John, 
Rose,  Lilly,  Tebitha,  and  Walter. 

William  H.,  married  Emma  Pierson  of  Braxton  County, 
and  to  this  union  one  daughter  was  born — Mollie  Pier¬ 
son. 

He  later  married  Mattie  Hanna  of  V  ebstcr  County, 
and  to  this  union,  the  following  children  were  born — 
Roxy.  Lemon,  Carl  D.,  Velmcr.  Madge,  Martin,  and 
Shirley. 

Rebecca,  married  V  illiam  Boggs,  of  W  ebstcr  County. 
The  children  of  this  union  are — Martin,  Edgar,  and 
Lulu.  Rebecca  Dodrill  Boggs,  later  married  Charles 
Harris  of  Braxton  County.  Her  children  by  this  mar¬ 
riage  are  -Harrv  and  Earle. 

Maggie,  married  1  homas  Dufficld  of  Braxton  County. 

oo  " 

Her  children  are — Belle  and  George. 
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Agnes  Ja  married  Duffy  Gib  on,  of  1  raxton  County. 

Her  children  are — Ruanne,  James,  arm  Homer. 

Mary,  was  married  three  times.  Sire  frA  marri.  1  I  ink 
Thomas  of  Webster  County.  Her  .  Vi  ’  .  by  tl  r- 

riage  are — Dcloras,  Loraine,  and  P  d.  S’  •  -r 
married  Andy  Wecse,  and  her  child/,  u  by  this 
riage  were — Cora  and  Patrick.  Her  h  ./band  by  tire 
third  marriage  was  Jack  Brewster. 

John  E.,  married  Rhine  Pierson  of  Bra  ton  Com-  His 

children  arc — Blaine,  Orval,  Iv.  cl,  Li  .e,  Dei  "  Par¬ 

ies  and  John  Kermit. 

Martha,  married  Melvin  Cobb,  of  Webster  County.  She 
was  th.e  mother  of  six  children. 

Luther,  married  Fannie  Brown  of  Braxton  C  .  .  /.  He 
was  the  father  of  five  children. 

William  Gregory  Hamrick 

William  G.  Hamrick,  was  born  June  16,  1338,  in  Nicho¬ 
las  County  Virginia,  now  Webster  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  William  Hamrick, 
the  pioneer  and  noted  hunter,  and  his  wife  Jeanette  Greg¬ 
ory  Hamrick.  On  June  12,  1862,  William  G.  Hamrick  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Union  Army  in  the  Second  War  for  Inde¬ 
pendence.  fie  served  throughout  the  war  in  the  Tenth 
West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  having  .  gaged  in 
the  following  battles:  Buckhannan,  Va.,  Beverly,  West 
Ya.,  Droop  Mountain,  Va.,  Lccstown,  Va.,  in  1863;  Mary¬ 
land  Heights,  Md.,  Snicker's  Ferry,  Va.,  Winchester, 
Va.,  Martinsburg,  West  Va.,  Berryville,  Va.,  Fisher’s 
Hill,  Va.,  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Va.,  in  1864; 
Petersburg,  Va.,  Rice’s  Station,  Va.,  and  Appomattox, 
Va.,  in  1865.  . 
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Mr.  llamrick  was  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  while 
acting  as  .color  bearer,  but  served  throughout  the  war 
He  was  with  Grant  at  Appomattox,  and  was  the  proud 
possessor  of  a  heart  shaped  piece  of  the  apple  tree  under 
which  the  surrender  was  negotiated.  This  historic  sou¬ 
venir  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Blame,  who  . 
lives  at  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia.  He  was  di.  charge 
at  Richmond,  Virginia,  June  25,  1865. 

William  G.  Hamrick  returned  to  Webster  County, 
and  built  his  hum  in  the  Point  Mountain  Community. 
In  1S67,  he  married  Elizabeth  Hamrick.  He  was  elected 
Collector  oi  Revenue  of  the  District,  Randolph,  Pocahon¬ 
tas  and  Webster  counties,  in  ISOS,  and  served  ten  years. 
He  assisted  in  building  the  Point  Mountain  Church,  the 
first  church  house  in  that  community.  He  was  cl  a  Header 
of  the  Pleasant  Grove  Church  Class  for  several  years. 

The  children  oi  William  G.  and  Elizabeth  Hamrick 
are— Mary  A.,  Josephine,  Viola,  James,  Charles  Elliott, 
and  Wade.  Elizabeth  Hamrick  died  in  18/9,  and  was 
buried  near  the  old  home  on  Point  Mountain.  After  her 
death  he  married  Rebecca  Hamrick,  and  to  this  union  five 
children  were  born— Stella,  Blaine,  Stephen,  Benjamin 

and  Ada.  , 

Mary  A.,  married  L.  A.  Thomas,  and  for  a  number  of 

years  resided  at  Erbacon,  Webster  County.  She  then 
moved  to  Richwood,  Nicholas  County,  where  she  re¬ 
sides  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Thomas  died  July  31, 

Josephine,  married  J.  E.  Heckert,  and  resides  at  Weston, 

West  Virginia.  # 

Viola,  married  Scott  Morgan,  and  resided  near  1  lekcns. 
She  died  in  1908,  and  is  buried  in  the  Morgan  Cemetery 
near  Pickens. 
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James,  married  Florence  Miller  and  rc.ided  at  'Abater 
:j  Springs.  He  later  moved  to  Richwood.  He  is  '  :ed  at 

|  1  Lcvisy,  West  Vi.  da. 

Charles  Elliott,  was  born  June  3,  1875.  1  fc  was  •.  Hd 
in  the  public  and  select  r  ds  of  \  Ester  C 
;i  •  After  teaching  school  for  a  number  of  yc  ms  he  ent<  1 


Charles  Elliott  Hamrick 
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West  Virginia  Conference  Seminary,  now  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Wesleyan  College,  in  1899.  He  graduated  in  the 
Benjamin  F.  Martin  Class  in  1903.  The  same  year  lie 
was  received  into  the  West  Virginia  Conference.  In 
1901.  he  was  married  to  Ivy  B.  Bender,  daughter  of 
Andrew  .old  Elizabeth  Bender,  of  Chapel,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Mr.  Hamrick  served  in  the  East  Buckhannan  Cir¬ 
cuit,  Buekhannan  Circuit,  Adamston,  Far.  .dew,  Wil- 
linmstown,  North  Street,  Wheeling  and  Grafton.  He* 
had  a  strong  conviction  that  he  had  been  called  to 
preach  the  gospel  and  to  lead  inen  to  the  feet  of  his 
Master.  Quiet,  unassuming,  studious,  thorough,  sys¬ 
tematic,  faithful  and  loyal,  lie  became  the  most  out¬ 
standing  pastor  and  evangelist  in  the  state  of  West 
Virginia. 

He  was  stricken  with  pneumonia  fever  while  con¬ 
ducting  a  series  of  revival  services  in  his  church  at 
Grafton,  and  died  March  15,  1921.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  District  Superintendent  assisted 
by  thirty  ministers.  He  is  buried  in  Grafton.  His  chil¬ 
dren  arc — Hayward,  a  physician;  Randall,  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  Wesleyan  College  ;  and  Ruth  Elizabeth, 
a  teacher  in  the  Buckhannon  High  School. 

Wade,  married  Louise  Gerber  of  Denver,  Colo.,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death  in  1930. 

Blaine,  married  Addie  Hamilton,  a  teacher  of  Tyler  Coun¬ 
ty,  West  Virginia.  He  was  c_ducatcd  in  the  public 
schools  of  Webster  County,  and  West  Virginia  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  is  an  attorney  residing  in  Clarksburg, 
West  Virginia. 
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Stella,  is  a  teacher,  having  taught  sek  1  in  Web  H  r  and 
Harrison  counties.  She  resides  in  (  '  rk.  burg. 

Stephen,  married  Miss  Holy  of  Pittsburgh.  He  d:  1  at 
Oakland,  California,  quite  recently. 

Benjamin,  married  Venus  Davidson,  and  1  Her  M  dd- 
nour.  He  resides  in  Quincy,  Illinois.  He  is  t.  j  ,ged 
in  selling  electrical  equipment. 

Ada,  married  Glen  Claggett,  and  resides  at  Bridgeport, 
West  Virginia.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Web.  ter 
Springs  High  School  and  Wesleyan  College. 
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David  Hamrick,  sou  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  McMillian 
Hamrick,  was  born  in  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia,  now 
West  Virginia.  ,II.c  married  Elizabeth  Miller,  a;.d  moved 
to  .the  Upper  Elk  section  of  what  is  now  Webster  County, 
and  built  his  home  near  Whittaker  Falls,  about  the  year 
1820.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  that  locality  and  the  large 
house  he  built  overlooking  .the  Elk  River  was  made  of 
logs  from  tiie  surrounding  forest,  the  place  being  a  dense 
wilderness.  This  log  house  had  a  large  -tone  chimney  at 
one  end,  the  smoke  conductor  for  a  large  open  fireplace. 
David  Hamrick  was  the  father  of  sixteen  children,  nine 
sons  and  seven  daughters.  One  son,  Franklin,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  unmarried.  The  others  are — • 
James,  Peter,  John,  Benjamin,  William,  Levi,  David, 
George,  Anna,  Nancy,  Margaret,  Rebecca,  Jane,  Fran- 
cina.  and-  Elizabeth. 

James  Hamrick 

James  Hamrick  married  Jane  Miller,  and  resided  at 
Upper  Elk  near  the  home  of  his  father.  To  this  union 
six  children  weie  born— Julia,  Thomas,  Peter,  Robert, 
Kanzada,  and  Elizabeth.  Kanzada  died  in  infancy.  After 
the  death  of  Jane  Miller  Hamrick,  James  Hamrick  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Sycafoose.  To  this  union  six  children  were 
born — Minerva,  Asa,  Melvina,  Phoebe,  Isaac,  and  Jona¬ 
than.  Isaac  died  in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  second 
wife  lie  married  Rebecca  Baughman.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  union — David,  Martha,  Patrick,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

Julia,  married  George  A\  olverton  and  lived  in  \\  ebster 

County. 
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Thomas  M.,  was  born  July  29,  1819.  In  1  ‘ 

'72,  he 

wedded 

Jane  Baughman,  daughter  of  David  a:. 

Mattie 

n  », 

man,  and  resided  in  Webster  County, 

.-.r  Berg 

a.  1 1  a 

was  the  father  of  ten  children — Jack 

,  A  a ,  1 

b 

James  AL,  Lee,  Sidney,  Adam,  Verb 

a,  M  : 

:  .<1 

Selestic.  Mr.  Hamrick  died  April  I,  19.5 

7. 

Peter,  married*  Jane  Cullip,  and  lived  at 

Upper 

Elk  in 

AVebstcr  County. 

Rob-  ,  married  Martha  Louke. 

Elizabeth,  married  Matthew  Kelly,  and  .  sided  .  tr 
Philippi  in  Barbour  County. 

Minerva,  married  Ada  :  d  .  Dodrill,  and  resided  in  Y.  eb¬ 
ster  County. 

Asa,  married  Rebecca  Jane  Dodrill. 

Melvina,  married  John  DalT. 

Phoebe;'  married  Sanford  Hamrick. 

Jonathan,  married  Ellen  Ware. 

David,  married  Cora  Dodrill,  and  resides  at  Bergoo  Creek 
in  AVebstcr  County. 

Martha,  married  John  Baughman,  and  resided  at  Laurel 
Bank  in  Pocahontas  County. 

Patrick,  married  Myrtie  Hamrick,  and  resides  in  AVeb- 
ster  County.  His  children  arc— Arthur,  Virgil,  Odie, 
Marvin,  and  Freeman. 

Elizabeth,  married  Ileaston  Dodrill. 

Peter  Hamrick 

Peter  Hamrick  was  born  in  1821.  Ifc  married  Nancy 
Gregory,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Rebecca  Dodrill  Greg¬ 
ory.  lie  built  bis  home  in  the  Upper  Elk  community 


■ 
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about  the  year  1850.  lie  was  an  aggressive  farmer  and 
a  success!  :1  hunter.  The  large  log  house  built  by  him  is 
in  excellent  condition  today,  after  having  been  in  use  for 
more  than  seventy -live  years. 

Nancy  Gregory  Iiamriek  died  in  1865.  Mr.  Hamrick 
then  married  Margaret  Dai'f  Hevener.  The  children  of 
the  first  marriage  arc  — Adam  G.,  Isaac.  Jacob,  Bernard, 
Lee,  Levi,  Rebecca  Jane,  Martha  and  Margaret  Ellen. 

The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are- — Harmon, 
Elihu,  Walter  S.,  StolTer,  Albert,  Frances,  Dolly,  Alice, 
and  Nettie. 

Peter  Hamrick  died  in  1903.  He  is  buried  beside  his 
first  wife  in  the  cemetery  near  his  home. 

Adam  G.,  was  born  in  18-19.  He  married  Lucinda  Ham¬ 
rick  end  resided  at  Upper  Point  Mountain  in  Webster 
County,  near  the  Randolph  County  line.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  stockman.  He  retired  about  1915,  and  is 
living  with  his  son  Baker  Hamrick  in  Webster  Springs. 
Mrs.  Hamrick  died  in  1911.  She  is  buried  at  Monter- 
ville,  Randolph  County.  The  children  of  Adam  and 
Lucinda  Hamrick  are — Roy,  Baker,  Grover,  Sevina 
and  Lina.  The  two  last  mentioned  reside  in  the  west. 
The  others  reside  in  Webster  and  Randolph  counties. 

Isaac  M.,  was  born  in  1854.  In  1882  he  married  Martha  J. 
Sharp  and  resided  at  Upper  Point  Mountain  near  Wan¬ 
da,  West  Virginia.  In  1S93,  he  moved  his  family  to 
the  west  and  resided  in  Council  Grove,  Kansas,  where 
he  lived  until  1898.  He  then- moved  to  Blackburn, 
Oklahoma,  where  lie  resided  imtiL  his  death  in  1930. 
He  was  the  lather  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters — Eliza¬ 
beth,  Richard,  Bernard,  Clint,  Lesta,  Lennic,  Nellie, 
Gilbert,  Joseph  and  Imogcne. 


\ 
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Jacob,  married  Phoebe  Hamrick  and  re- 
Place,”  on  Point  Mountain,  in  Rand 
engaged  in  keeping  hotel  there  for  a 
: .  V.T  which  lie  moved  to  Mingo,  R 
where  he  engaged  in  fanning  and  . 
died  in  1926.  lie  was  the  father  of  t 
daughter — Darius,  Arden  and  Mintie. 

Bernard,  married  Susie  Meel  and.  res: ' 
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business  and  marketing  oi 
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ngaged  i:i  P  :  livestock 
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at  Cass,  West  Virginia. 

Lee  A.,  married  Manda  Hanna  and  resided  at  U;g  r  PH  it 
Mountain  near  V  aneta,  W<  t  Virgii  ia.  He  <  jed 

in  fa.'  lug.  lie  also  transported  the  United  ■  .  nail 

from  Bernardstown  PostolTice  on. Elk  River,  to  .van- 
eta,  West  Virginia,  for  a  number  of  years.  Mrs.  Ham¬ 
rick  died  in  1936.  The  children  are—  Myrtie,  Gertie, 


Rosa,  Edna,  Lircy  and  Pearle.  . 


Levi,  moved  west  to  the  .state  of  Kansas  at  the  age  of 
sixteen.  He  married  Jennie  Riley.  Subsequently,  he 
moved  to  Seattle,  Washington.  While  living  in  Kan¬ 
sas,  lie  served  as  deputy  United  States  Marshall.  He 
is  the  father  of  eight  children  all  of  whom  live  in  the 
west — Marie,  Flint,  Nortic,  Alva,  Ray,  Don,  Harvey, 
and  Dora. 


Rebecca  Jane,  married  Jonathan  Hamrick,  and  resided 
four  miles  above  Webster  Springs,  near  the  Pleasant 
Grove  Church.  In  1910,  she  moved  to  Saint  Petersburg, 
Florida,  where  she  died  in  1912.  She  is  buried  in  Flor¬ 
ida.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children — two  sons  and 
eight  daughters.  (See  Jonathan  Hamrick). 
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Martha,  married  Napoleon  Conrad,  and  resided  at  Mont- 
erville,  Randolph  County.  Her  husband  was  a  shoe¬ 
maker  by  trade.  He  also  engaged  in  fanning.  The  chil- 

,  .<h‘cn  of  this  union  arc— Ernest,  Clayton,  Nettie,  Luther, 
Eliza,  Addie,  Susie,  Laura,  Virgil  and  Guy. 

Margaret  Ellen,  was  born  May  22,  I860.  She  remained 
at  home  with  her  father  until  18S4,  when  she  went  to 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  where  she  was  employed 
until  1  SCO.  She  returned  to  West  Virginia,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Adam  Dolliver  Hamrick,  son  of  James  M.,  and 
Rebecca  Dodrill  Hamrick.  (Sec  Adam  Dolliver  Ham¬ 
rick). 

The  children  of  P  ter  Hamrick  and  Margaret  Daff  Ham¬ 
rick  : 

II  mon,  married  Serena  Hamrick  and  resides  at  Minsro, 
Randolph  County.  He  is  a  blacksmith  by  occupation. 

Elihu,  married  Mary  Miller,  daughter  of  Marion  and 
Rebecca  Cogar  Miller.  He  resides  at  Cloverlick,  Poca¬ 
hontas  County,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  livestock 
raising. 

Walter  S.,  married  Lena  Dodrill.  He  resided  at  the  home- 
place  of  his  father  until  1923,  at  which  time  he  removed 
to  Webster  Springs,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business.  In  1924,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Pork  Lick  District,  Webster  Countv,  and  has  been 
re-elected  each  succeeding  term  since  that  time.  He 
aLo  served  one  term  as  Mayor  of  V  ebstcr  Springs, 
from  1932  to  1936.  lie  was  the  first  Chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  organization  of  the  Gr.egory-Ham- 
rick  Reunion,  which  held  its  first  meeting  on  Point 
Mountain  in  1928.  His  children  arc— Elihu,  Lelah, 
Let  tie,  Lula,  Avis,  and  Lenora. 
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StofTer,  married  Rosa  Riggleman.  Ife  is  a  black. mith  by 
trade.  He  lives  at  Grcenbank,  PocaL  alas  C 
Albert,  married  Maggie  Fisher,  and  !  '  '  a  Till. 

Frances,  married  Susie  Tracy/ and  la  or  ::  e  D 
Dollie,  died  in  young  womanhood.  She  ver  led. 


Walter  S.  Hamrick,  First  Chairman  of  the  Ilamrick- 
Gregoiy  Reunion  Committee 
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Alice,  married  George  Fisher.  She.  resided  at  Valleyhcad 
.  in  Randolph  County. 

Nettie,  married  Wade  RiggK  :an.  She  resides  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County. 

John  Hamrick 

John  Hamrick,  married  Jane  Gregory,  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Rebecca  Dodrill  Gregory  kind  resided  at  Upper 
•  F!k  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his  brother  Peter  Ham¬ 
rick.  1 1  is  children  are— Adam  Hinkle,  Jackson,  Spen¬ 
cer,  Nathan.  Calvin.  Wesley,  Henry,  Catherine,  Tobitha, 
Rebecca,  Nancy,  Sarah,  and  Della. 

ACr:n  Hinkle,  mr.iried  Luverna  Hamrick  and  built  his 
home  on  Red  Oak  Knob,  near  Bergoo,  West  Virginia.' 
He  was  suddenly  killed  in  an  accident  when  driving  a 
learn  of  horses  drawing  a  sled,  on  the  road  between  his 
home  on  Red  Oak  Knob,  and  Leatherwood,  one  win¬ 
ter  morning  in  1S95.  The  sled  coasted  out  of  the  road 
and  over  a  precipice  dragging  the  team  and  driver  to 
their  death.  He  is  buried  in  Meadowland  Cemetery, 
Hergoo,  West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Hamrick'  is  buried  be¬ 
side  him.  His  children  arc — Retta,  Elza,  Myrtle  and 
Carrie.  '  -  ^ 

Jackson,  married  Malinda  Hamrick  and  to  this  union  two 
children  were  born — Price  and  Attie.  Malinda  Ham¬ 
rick  died  in  1908.  He  then  married  Nettie  Ilcvener. 
He  resides  on  Leatherwood  Creek  in  Webster  County. 
Spencer,  married  Delilah  Hamrick.  He  had  one  son, 
Calvin.  Delilah  Hamrick  died  in  1903.  He  then  mar¬ 
ried  Alice  Hite.  He  resides  in  Randolph  County. 
Calvin,  married  Nettie  Dyer,  and  resides  in  Randolph 
County. 
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V/esley,  married  Conic  Dyer.  He  resides  in  ••a;.  ph 
County. 

Henry,  married  Portia  Realty.  Ho  re  id  ■  m  Or  r 

County.  One  son  Kenneth,  is  a  phy$s  a,  at  U  .  g- 
■  ton,  Pocahontas  County. 

Catherine,  married  Win.  G.  Hamr  nd  sided  on  Red 
•  Oak  Knob  in  Webster  County.  ■  r.er  c'  Viren  by  ibis 
marriage  arc  Lonnie  and  Ilughhng.  he  later  :  nr- 
ried  Jacob  M<  ’.tee,  and  resides  in  Randolph  G  y. 

Nathan,  married  Jane  Hamrick,  daughter  of  B<  nn 
and  Naomi  Mollohan  Hamrick.  He  resided  at  d 
Oak  Knob,  Bergoo,  West  Virginia,  until  1909,  at  \  ’  ich 
time  he  moved  to  Webster  Springs,  where  he  n  .  cs 
at  the  present  time.  He  is  the  father  of  three  son  and 
three  daughters— Olive,  Everett,  May,  Rhoda,  Simp¬ 
son,  and  Raymond. 

Tobitha,  married  George  Hogan.  She  resides  in  Kan- 
.dolpli  County. 

Rebecca,  married  Jacob  Conrad. 

Nancy,  married  George  Cowger.  _ 

Sarah,  married  Jacob  Ware. 

Della,  married  Oliver  Beckwith. 

Francina  Hamrick 

Francina  Hamrick,  married  David  Citflip.  and  resided 
at  Upper  Elk  for  a  short  time,  then  removed  west  to  the 
State  of  Utah.  Her  children  Emma,  Ida,  and  Alva,  moved 
to  the  vest  with  her.  No  information  is  available  at  this 
time  as  to  their  descendants. 
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Jane  Hamrick 

Jane  Hamrick,  .married  Milton  Conrad.  She  had  no 
children.  S'-.c  resided  for  some  time  in  Webster  County, 
then  moved  west. 

Lovi  Hamrick 

Levi  Ha  rn rick,  manned  Clara  Wamslev,  and  resided  in 
Montcrville.  Randolph  County.  1 1  is  children  are — Eliza. 
Randolph,  Emma,  Minnie,  and  Elliott. 

Eliza,  married  Henry  Beckwith. 

Randolph,  married  Mary  I  fall. 

Emma,  married  George  Windfall. 

Minnie,  married  John  Hannah,  and  later  Weymouth 
Conrad. 

Elliott,  married  Cora  Swecker.  He  is  a  merchant  and  re¬ 
sides  at  Montcrville,  Randolph  County.  Mrs.  Hamrick 
died  in'  1937. 

Rebecca  Hamrick 

Rebecca  Hamrick,  married  Marion  Dobbins,  and  re¬ 
sided  near  Bergoo  in  Webster  County.  She  later  moved 
to  the  vicinity  of  Diana,  West  Virginia.  .Her  children 
were— Henry,  Lee  and  Jane. 

Henry,  married  Lucinda  Clifton,  and  moved  to  Akron, 
Ohio,  where  lie  died  quite  recently. 

Lee,  married  Elizabeth  Hannah,  and  lived  in  the  vicinity 
of  Diana,  West  Virginia. 

Jane,  married  Walter  Cool,  and  resided  at  Diana,  in  Web¬ 
ster  County. 
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David  Hamrick 

David  Hamrick,  married  Fidiliah  Dodriii,  d  w.'  r  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Gregory  Dodriii.  re  .  1  at 

Baltimore  Run  in  Webster  County.  He  u  "  'n  r 

of  two  sons  and  three  daughter:  Henry,  Joseph,  dew, 
Melvina  and  Naomi. 


David  Hamrick,  son  of  David  Hamrick  the  pioneer, 
who  settled  at  Whittaker  Falls  in  1820 


4 
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Jo:'  h,  married  Elizabeth  Baldwin  Work*  an.  lie  was  a 
merchant  and  resided  at  the  mouth  of  Lcathei  w  ood 
(  reek,  in  V  ebster  County.  Ilis  childien  me  \\  niter, 
]•!  hi,  Melvina,  Roy,  Ilomcr,  Coy,  \\  alker,  Lester,  Net¬ 
tie  .iiul  Gertrude.  Mr.  Hamrick  died  ill  1902. 

Rcr.a,  married  Ilarmon  anrick,  and  resides  at  Mingo, 
Randolph  County.  She  has  no  children. 

Naomi,  married  Jasper  Cowger,  and  resided  in  Randolph 
County.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Cowger  she  married 
William  Hogan. 

Henry,  married  Diana  Hamrick  and  resides  at  Chestnut 
Rut  tom  Ford  in  \\  ebster  County.  Ilis  children  are 
Rena.  Kennedy,  Homer,  Charlie,  Warrick,  Ida,  Z«  tta, 
Ina  and  Dorthy. 

Melvina,  married  Sampson  Conrad  and  resid.es  in  Ran¬ 
dolph  County. 

E  c  i  ijamin  Hamrick  - 

Rcnjamin  Hamrick  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
now  Webster  County.  He  married  Mary  (Polly)  Cowger, 
and  resided  at  Bergoo  Creek  in  \\  ebster  County.  He 
was  a  farmer.  On  February  9,  1SSI,  when  returning  to 
his  home  from  Webster  Springs,  in  company  wth  George 
Cowger,  lie  met  with  a  tragic  death.  At  that  time  there 
was  no  bridge  across  the  FI k  River  at  the  crossing  three 
miles  below  Leatherwood  Creek,  and  the  horses  were 
forced  to  wade  the  river.  On  the  day  of  the  tragedy  Mr. 
Hamrick  had  crossed  the  river  on  his  way  to  Webster 
Springs,  but  on  his  return  the  river  had  swollen  to  flood 
stage  from  recent  rains.  He  was  riding  a  fine  hoi  sc  ac- 
cimtomed  to  bearing  its  rider  in  deep  water,  and  for  that 
reason  he  felt  no  fear  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river, 
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and  reach  his  home.  Mr.  Cowger  was  :ctant  to  take 
the  risk.  In  order  to  persuade  his  compa  n  to  cm  is  t  ,e 

river,  Mr.  Hamrick  proposed  to  exclia  hor  *ith 

him.  This  was  done  and  they  proceed-.:’.  Mr.  Co ’  ger 
reached  the  shore  safely  mounted  upon  t!  c  veil  : 
steed.  About  the  middle  of  the  stream  the  h  ;  Ar. 
Hamrick  was  riding  fell,  and  both  horse  ■  A  nm  r  e 
carried  downstream  in  the  Hood  waters.  .  .  . hongs  w.u-  i 
was  made  daily,  the  body  was  not  recovered  until  thir¬ 
teen  days  later,  approximately  one  and  or.c-W.l  W  « 
below  the  place  of  the  tragedy.  The  body  was  found  ay 
Nathan  Smith,  an  expert  boatman.  The  .  est  was  nc.d 
before  Squire  William  Chapman,  and  the  body  was  in¬ 
terred  in  Meadowland  Cemetery,  at  Bergoo,  \\  cst  >r- 

ginia.  .  .  ..  , 

Mr  Hamrick  was  the  father  of  the  foil  ■  vmg  ■.  ’■•oren 

Lewis.  Phoebe,  Lilly,  Jerry,  Conrad,  Diana,  Chrystenna 
and  Patrick. 

Lewis,  married  Serena  Conrad,  and  later  Melvina  1-isb.r. 
Phoebe,  married  Francis  Cowger.  She  resides  near  Lcr- 
goo.  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Cowger  died  m  May,  Lx. 
Lilly,  married  Elizabeth  Hamrick,  in  1S94.  He  resides 
at  Bergoo.  Mrs.  Hamrick  died  in  1937. 

Jerry,  married 

Conrad,  was  born  February  -4,  1861.  In  18S3.  be  marm-d 
Effic  Cowger.  He  resided  near  Chestnut  Bottom  Ford, 
in  Webster  County.  He  died  in  1937. 

‘  Diana,  married  Henry  Hamrick  and  resided  at  Chestnut 
Bottom  Ford.  She  died  in  1910,  and  is  Lined  at  Mead¬ 
owland  Cemetery,  Bergoo.  West  Virginia. 
Chrystenna,  married  Albert  Green  and  lud.o  near 
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Patrick,  married,  Martha  Sycafoosc,  and  resides  at  Upper 
Elk. 

Anna  K  .mrick 

•  Anna  'Hamrick,  married  Washington  Cutlip  and  rc- 
sided  at  Upper  Elk  in  Webster  County.  Her  children 
are — David,  Jane,  Margaret  and  Nancy. 

David,  married  Francina  Hamrick,  and  later  Mary  Ship  - 

lett. 

Jane,  married  Peter  Hamrick,  and  resided  at  Upper  Elk. 
Margaret,  married  Adam  Hamrick,  of  Braxton  County. 

She  died  in  1936. 

Nancy,  married  Jacob  T.ouke. 

Nancy  Hamrick 

Nancy  Hamrick,  married  Robert  Miller  and  resided 
cm  Miller  Mountain,  north  of  Webster  Springs.  Air. 
Miller  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  accidently  killed  dur¬ 
ing  a  storm  while  working  on  his  farm.  Nancy  and 
Robert  Miller  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children 
— Thomas,  Henry,  David,  Anna,  and  James. 

Thomas,  married  Elizabeth  Clifton.  ' 

Henry,  married  Nancy  Dod rill,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Dodrill.  He  resided  three  miles  .above  Webster 
Springs,  in  Webster  County.  His  children  are — Ren¬ 
ick,  Isaac,  Ona  and  Lona. 

David,  married  Minerva  Louke. 

Anna,  married  George  Goff. 

James,  married  Sarah  Starcher. 

Margaret  Hamrick 

Margaret  Hamrick,  married  Ab  Cogar  and  resided  for 
a  while  in  Webster  County.  During  the  Civil  War  she 
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moved  to  Upshur  County,  near  Buckhannan,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

George  Hamrick 

George  Hamrick,  married  Caroline  Hamrwk,  «'  ,  '  r 

of  Seth  Franklin,  and  Jane  Young  '  mrick,  of  i 

County. 

William  Hamrick 

William  Hamrick,  m  rried  Margaret  Gregory  and  re¬ 
sided  at  the  mouth  of  Leatherwood  Creek  in  Webster 
County.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born 
— Rebecca,  Mariah,  Sarah,  Sanford,  Levi,  John,  George, 
Jackson,  Nannie,  and  Elmira. 

Rebecca,  married  Marshall  Mullins. 

Mariah,  married  William  Green. 

Sarah,  married  Jefferson  Cool. 

Sanford,  married  Phoebe  Hamrick. 

Levi,  married  Rosena  Gregory. 

John,  married  Rachael  Baughman. 

George,  married  Sarah  Lynch,  and  later  Flossie  Lynch. 
Jackson,  married  Rebecca  Gregory. 

Nannie,  married  Jerry  Conrad. 

Elmira,' married  Thomas  Cool,  and  later  Charles  Dodrill. 

Elizabeth  Hamrick  •  •  '  ,  f 

t. 

Elizabeth  Hamrick,  was  born  March  16,  1843,  at  Up¬ 
per  Elk,  Randolph  County,  West  Virginia.  She  was 
-  united  in  marriage  December  S,  1861,  to  Adam  G.  Ham¬ 
rick.  She  died  in  1934,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years, 
being  the  last  survivor  of  the  large  family  of  David  Ham¬ 
rick,  her  father.  (Sec  Adam  G.  Hamrick). 
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PETER  HAMRICK 


lVhn^IIamnck,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  McMillian  i 
Ha:  .  "''k,  married  Rebecca  Mollohan,  and  settled  on 
Lb  h  River  in  Braxton  County.  The  records  of  Braxton 
County  show  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  first  Grand 
Jury  drawn  in  the  newly  created  county  of  Braxton.  The 
Grand  Jury  was  organized  April  11,  1S36,  and  convened 
at  the  second  term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  September  12, 
1836/ 

Peter  Hamrick  had  three  sons  and  eight  daughters — 
Benjamin,  George,  Mary  (Polly),  Nancy,  Jane,  Maria!), 

Rachael,  Susan,  Martha,  Lucinda,  and  Henry.  ~ 

_  _ 

• -  Benjamin  Hamrick  /  _  , 

'  .  .  &  >  ~  ' 
Benjamin  Hamrick  married  Sarah  -Fu’W.  When  the) 

Civil  War  began  he  joined  the  Confederate  Troops  and  j 

died  during  the  period  of  the  war.  - - 

George  Hamrick 

George  Hamrick  married  Caroline  McCoy.  He  died 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  Army  during  the 
Civil  War. 

Mary  Hamrick 

Mary  (Polly)  Hamrick,  married  Washington  Pierson.. 
Nancy  Hamrick 

Nancy  Hamrick  married  Henry  Barnett. 

Jane  Hamrick 

Jane  Hamrick  married  Arthur  Dodrill*  son  of  John, 
and  Margaret  Lewis  Dodrill,  of  Nicholas  County.  They 
resided  in  Webster  County. 
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I.Iuriah  Hamrick 

yO'  Mariah  Hamrick,  married  I* ranklin  Do?  nil,  a  n  <  i  J<  lm 
and  Mar;.,  .  t  Lewis  Dodrill,  of  NicL  '  C'  '  ty.  they 
resided  in  X  holas-Co  ty. 

Rite  1  ■  ;  .'trick 

Rachael  Hamrick  married  Randolph  P  ). 

Susan  Hamrick  '  I 

..  I 

A  •  Susan  Han  -  k  married  Burton  Pierson.  C 

ter,  Mrs.  Isal  riven,  resides  in  Sutton,  A  t>.  .■  ugmia. 

Martha  Hr.  rick 

V'"  Martha  Hamrick  married  J>  .  -  ban  Du!..  :dr 

Lucinda  IL.mrick 

v/  Lucinda.  Hamrick  married  Jasper  Pierson.  She  died 
in  1936,  and  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  children  of  Peter 
Hamrick.  •  • 

Henry  Hamrick  . 

Henry  Hamrick,  married  Sarah  J.  Dutficld. 

Poua  a— 
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EM0C1I  HAMRICK 


Enoch  I Tamrick,  old  t  son  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy 
Me.Millim  1  lamrick,  settled  at  Twin  Churches,  Muddclty, 
Nicholas  County.  He  first  married  a  Miss  McMillian, 
and  to  this  union  six  children  were  born — Joel,  Absolom, 
Nancv,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Malinda.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  he  married  Mary  Sisk,  The  children  by 
this  marriage  were — \\  illiam,  Jane,  Katherine  and  Eliza. 

Enoch  Hamrick  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Ma¬ 
linda  Hamrick  Rose,  on  Steer  Creek,  Braxton  County, 
and  is  buried  in  that  vicinity.  Such  infen  malion  as  is 
available,  relating  to  his  family,  is  set  forth  as  follows: 

Joel  Hamrick 

Joel  Hamrick,  married  Elizabeth  Gillespie,  first,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  Phena  Berry.  He  was  the 
father  of  four  children— Jonathan,  William,  Julia,  and 

James.  .  • 

Absolom  Hamrick 

Absolom  Hamrick  died  in  young  manhood. 

Nancy  Hamrick 

Nancy  Hamrick  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 

unmarried.  *  . \ 

Elizabeth  Hamrick 

Elizabeth  Hamrick,  married  a  Mr.  Taylor  and  resided 
in  Upshur  County.  She  had  no  children. 

Mary  Hamrick 

Mary  Hamrick,  married  John  Dobbins,  and.  resided  in 
Jackson  County. 
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1  .  linda  IT  iek 

Malinda  Ilamrick,  m  red  W:  "am  Rose  :■:  \  .  Med 
on  Steer  Creek  in  Braxton  County".  S'  .  {'.■■  her 
of  six  children — Wesley,  Riley,  JR-.  J  . j.,u| 

Ashbury. 

William  Tr  mrick 

William  Hamrick  died  at  the  a  a  <  '  -Eht  rs 
J  me  U  Jck 

Jane  Hamrick  married  Will!  mti  J1  .  Slic  was  the 
mother. of  two  sons,  P ..  nix  an  1  Era 

^ '  V  cine  " v  "  . 

Katherine  Hamrick,  married  'U  Skidmore  nd 

resided  in  Braxton  County.  She  w.  '  e  mother  of  nine 
children — Eliza,  Isaac,  Lcvisa,  Willi  i,  Morgan,  E:  nk- 
Un,  Margaret,  and  Marcellus.  "William,  Franklin  and 
Marccllus  were  teachers. 

Eliza  Hamrick 

Eliza  Hamrick,  married  Meletus  Barnett.  She  had 
one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 


■'■I 


.  SARA II  HAMRICK 


Sarah  Hamrick,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  Mc- 
Millian  Hamrick,  was  married  to  William  Montgomery, 
in  Nicholas  County  about  the  year  1S24-.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  son,  Seth  Franklin  Montgomery.  In  1837, 
William  Montgomery  left  Nicholas  County,  and  went 
to  the  state  of  Illinois.  Her  son,  Seth  Franklin,  then,  took 
his  mother's  name,  and  was  thereafter  known  as  'Seth 
Franklin  Hamrick.  Sarah  Hamrick  died  in  1863. 

Seth  Franklin  Hamrick 

Seth  Franklin  Hamrick,  was  born  February  15,  lo_6, 

-  in  Nicholas  County,  Virginia,  now  Braxton  County, 
West  Virginia.  January  29,  1846,  he  married  Jane  Young, 
daughter  of  John  and  Susanna  Walker  Young.  John 
Young  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  having  served  in 
the  states  and  Canada.  His  son,  Robert  J.  Young,  served 
in  the  Civil  War  as  one  of  the  state  guards.  In  18-16, 
Seth  Franklin  Hamrick  located  on  a  farm  on  Steer  Creek, 
Braxton  County,  near  the  post  office,  Shock,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  was  a  noted  hunter  and  a  successful  farmer. 
He  ;■  known  to  have  killed  five  deer  in  one  day.  He  also 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  stock  raising.  He  operated  a 
threshing  machine  in  Braxton  and  Gilmer  counties  for 
many  years.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served  as  one  of 

the  State  Guards. 

Seth  Franklin  Hamrick  and  Jane  Young  Hamrick, 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children— Sarah  Caro¬ 
line.  born  November  15,  18-16;  Susanna  Walker  born 
Mav  11,  1848;  William  Morgan,  born  March  ~3,  , 

James  Martin,  born  January  1,  1852;  John  hranklm,  born 
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December  21,  1853 ;  Nancy  Jane,  born  : '  ocm! wr  1  ,  ’.'  ■5; 
Rebecca  Ann,  born  March  12,  18.S1;  1  cth  .V  .  rn 
September  23,  1S60;  Mary  Susan,  born  C  2  ,  ?2; 

Ilenry  McClellan,  born  July  IS,  1865;  one, 

born  June  12,  186S.  Susanna  died  in  tk  h  *2  Octo¬ 

ber,  18502 

1  Note:  See  Early  Virginians,  by  II.  II.  ‘  1  .y. 


Some  Descendants  of  the  Hamrick  Family 

An  interesting.  chapter .  could  be  written  about  the 
present  generation  of  the  Hamrick  Family.  Many  are 
engaged  in  professional  and  scientific  work.  The  family, 
although  for  many  years  past  having  resided  in  Virginia 
and  West  Virginia,  has  now  scattered  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  the  names  of  those  prominent  in  the  Arts  and 
Professions.  However,  a  few  are  given  here,  for  the 
principal  purpose  of  preserving  the  names  in  this  record. 

J.  Ber  ..rd  Dodrill,  son  of  Martin  and  Mary  Baughman 
Dodrill,  and  grandson  of  James  Walton,  and  Rebecca 
Hamrick  Dodrill  of  Nicholas  County,  is  a  successful 
physician  in  Webster  County.  He  married  Mabel  Here¬ 
ford  of  Greenbrier  County,  and  has  two  daughters,  Ger¬ 
aldine  and  Bcrnardine.  Samuel  S.  Dodrill,  brother  of  J. 
Bernard  Dodrill,  is  a  prominent  dentist  in  northern  West 
Virginia.  He  married  Estella  Gardener  of  V  ebster  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  lias  three  sons:  Bernard,  Gordon,  and  Carlin. 

Forest  Dodrill,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Hamrick  Dod¬ 
rill,  and  grandson  of  James  M.  Hamrick,  is  a  prominent 
surgeon  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Ballard  S.  Hamrick,  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
Martha  Jane  Hamrick,  is  a  minister  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Conference,  having  served  in  that  work  for  the 
past  thirty-five  years.  He  married  Mary  Gregory  and  has 
five  children-  Clifford,  Dorsie,  Carl,  Esta  and  Theresa. 
One  son,  Clifford  Hamrick,  is  a  surgeon  in  the  United 
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States  Navv  signed  to  duty  on  the  high  with  head- 
quarters  at  Am  Diego,  California. 

Kenneth  Hamrick,  son  of  Henry  •  A  •  tin  ‘‘  tty 
Hamrick,  and  grandson  of  John  and  J  ;  C  .  p  ■  m- 
r  :k,  is  one  .of  the  leading  physician.;  oi  A  ,.itas 
County.  He  resides  at  Marlington. 

John  R.  Dyer,  son  of  Cyrus  N.,  and  S  .h  Ann  Dodrill 
Dyer,  and  grandson  of  James  Walton,  an  ReU  oca  Ham¬ 
rick  Dodrill,  is  a  prominent  lawyer  in  7  ‘  -ter  Springs, 
Webster  County.  He  served  two  teams  Circuit  Clerk 
of  Webster  County.  Luther  L.  Dyer,  1  .or  of  John  R., 
is  also  a  lawyer  in  Webster  County.  N  man  II.  Dyer, 
another  brother,  is  a  physician  in  M  'ouvll  County, 
West  Virginia.  One  sister,  Flossie  If.  .  r,  is  c  sislant 
to  the  State  Tax  Commissioner  of  Wi  i  Virginia. 

Ralph  Hamrick,  son  of  Roy  and  Berdic  Hite  Hamrick, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  he  high  school 
of  Webster  County,  and  Columbia  University.  He  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  one  of  the  large  banking  firms  of  New  York 
City. 

R.  Moore  Dodrill,  son  of  Samuel  G.,  and  Franccna 
Hamrick  Dodrill,  is  a  prominent  educator  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  was  the  first  principal  of  the  high  school  at 
Webster  Springs  in  Webster  County.  He  served  as  State 
Secretarv  of  Education  from  192S  to  1932.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  engaged  in  school  work  in  McDowell  County. 

Hayward  Hamrick,  son  of  Charles  Elliott,  and  Ivy 
Bender  Hamrick,  is  a  physician,  associated  with  the 
Jefferson  Hospital,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  His  only 
brother,  Dr.  Randall  Hamrick,  is  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  Wesleyan  College.  His  sister,  Ruth  Elizabeth,  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Buckhannan  High  School. 
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TjU’-iC  i  E.  Ham  tick,  son  of  \  incent  and  M;.  ret  Dod- 
r i !  1  Hamrick,  is  an  educator,  having  graduated  from  West 
Virginia.  Wesleyan  College,  West  Virginia  University, 
ami  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  FrnslbuYg  College,  Frostburg,  Maryland.  He 
married  Hazel  Weaver,  and  has  one  son,  George  Vincent. 
Robert  Hampton  Hamrick,  brother  of  Martin  E.,  served 
one  term  as  Assessor  of  V  ebster  County.  1  dyde  Hamiick, 
onl v  sun  of  Robert  Hampton  Hamrick,  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Webster  Springs  High  School. 

Newton  Francis  Sycafoose,  son  of  Addison  and-  Jane 
Ilamrick  Sycafoose,  is  a  lawyer  of  Webster  County.  He 
served  one  term  as  member  of  the  State  Hoard  of  Regents 
‘of  West  Virgiaia,  and  represented  We  ter  County  in 
the  West  Virginia  State  Legislature,  in  1928  and  1929. 
He  married  Elva  Stalnaker  of  Braxton  County. 

Roy  B.  Cai -right,  son  of  James  W.,  and  Margaret  Skid¬ 
more  Ca-rtright,  and  grandson  of  1  liomas  and  Katherine 
Hamrick  Skidmore,  is  an  educator,  and  at  the  piesent 
time  is  principal  of  the  Gassa way  High  School  in  Brax¬ 
ton  County. 

Leonard  Riggleman,  son  of  Creed  and  Harriett  Ham¬ 
rick  Riggleman.  is  a  minister,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
^ervimr  ns  I' resident  of  IMoins  IIur\c*\  College,  Ijcir- 
boursville,  Wrest  Virginia. 

Rufus  M.  Dodrill,  son  of  Bennett  and  Harriett  Gregory 
Dodrill,  and  grandson  of  W  illiam  and  Mary  Hamrick 
Dodrill,  is  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  Conference.  He  is 
engaged  in  that  work  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Charles  T.  Dodrill,  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
Jerusha  McElwain  Dodrill,  and  grandson  of  Arthur  and 
Jane  Hamrick  Dodrill,  is  a  Lawyer  of  Huntington,  Wrest 
Virginia.  He  was  formerly  a  teacher,  having  spent  six 
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years  teaching  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Ho  married 
Blanche  Henderson  ol  Nicholas  Count}-,  and  has  two 
children — Charles  Franklin,  and  Beatrice  Rose.  Jv  Ac 
Dodrill,  brother  Charles,  is  also  a  lawyer  Lxa‘ .  1  in 
New  York  City.  He  married  Carrie  Hunker  of  Mow  n- 
town,  West  Virginia. 

Fredrick  Ilamrick,  son  of  James  Lee,  and  ; '  melt 
Payne  Ilamrick,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  high  school  of  Webster  County.  He  attend"  1  the 
State  Normal  Schools  and  qualified  as  a  tewher,  '  ter 
engaging  in  that  profession.  -\t  the  present  time  he  ;e>  a 
successful  banker  in  the  city  of  Akron,  Ohio. 


William  Olan  Davis,  son 

of  Thomas  Jo.-eph,  and  F 

a- 

belli  Dodrill  Davis,  and  gr; 

mdson  of  James  W  Iton, 

-i  nd 

Rebecca  Hamrick  Dodrill, 

is  a  prominent  >.v  tor. 

He 

married  Lillian  Rouse,  and 

resides  in  IT  >,  \ 

Vest 

Virginia. 

Charles  E.  Hamrick,  son  of  Ellis  R.,  and  Georgianna 
Ambler  Ilamrick,  was  born  September  12,  1912,  at  Blue 
Creek,  W7est  Virginia.  He  graduated  from  G  Ilia  Acad¬ 
eme  High  School  m  I9e3.  and  Ohio  State  University  in 
1937.  While  at  Ohio  State  University  he  engaged  in  ath¬ 
letics  and  played  on  the  football  team  when  Ohio  State 
met  the  principal  universities  of  the  United  States  in 
1934,  1935,  and  1936.  On  January  first,  1937,  he  played  on 
the  Eastern  Team,  in  the  East-West  Game  in  Keyscr  Sta¬ 
dium,  San  Francisco,  California,  sponsored  by  the  shrin- 
ers.  He  played  in  the  All-Star  Game,  at  Soldier's  Field, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  September  1,  1937.  sponsored  by  the 
Chicago  Tribune.  On  September  6.  1937.  he  engaged  in 
the  All-Star  Game,  at  Cotton  Bowl  Stadium,  Dallas, 
Texas,  sponsored  by  the  Texas  Centennial.  He  was 
named  All-American  in  the  years  193  1,  1935  and  1936. 
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W.  Holt  Wooddell,  son  of  William  L..  and  Margarile 
Miller  Woodell,  and  groat  grandson  of  George  W.  K., 
and  Sarah  Hamrick  Miller,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Webstar 
Springs  High  School,  and  West  Virginia  University.  He 
i<  a  lawyer  and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  Assistant 
Attorney  General  of  West  Virginia. 


Ilamriek-Grcgory  Remr  a 


The  reunion  of  the  Ilamrick  family  ■'  :  Gr  50 ry 
family,  is  held  at  the  Moore  Hamrick  1  \  on  ’  t 

•Mountain,  fifteen  miles-  above  Webster  ;  1 

ster  County.  These  two  families  have  j<  :  tog-  r 
annually  since  the  first  meeting  in  Augu  t,  h  At  fc 
time  the  organization  was  effected  by  a  c< niittee  of 
men  who  decided  the  time  and  place  of  dug  and 
gave  notice  of  such  through  the  countv  new  ,  rs. 

The  place  of  meeting  was  in  the  large  *  '  nit  grove, 
on  the  Farm  of  Moore  liar  ck,  the  gash  sg  being  in 

the  nature  of  a  picnic  outing,  Mr.  Hamrick  '  .  n.g  i  vied 

his  premises  and  invited  the  two  fami’i  to  ,  H  the 
day  in  such  manner  as  they  wished.  V  v’e  1  wore 

not  more  than  one  hundred  persons  pre  r„  appre¬ 

ciated  the  need  of  such  a  meeting,  and  im'h..  ._d  their 
approval  of  having  similar  meetings  in  the  future.  The 
following  year  the  same  committeemen,  announced  the 
meeting  nd  planned  the  programme. 

The- program  consisted  of  music  by  local  talent,  and 
speaking.  Much  of  the  th  0  during  the  day,  however, 
was  spent  in  exchanging  clings,  and  in  friendly  con¬ 
versation.  Lunch  was  provided  by  each  family  bringing 
a  basket,  or  picnic  lunch,  which  was  served  by  the  ladies 
of  the  group. 

People  came  to  the  first  meeting  from  Webster,  Nicho¬ 
las,  Randolph  and  Pocahontas  counties.  The  popularity 
of  the  event  increased  annually,  and  at  the  ninth  anni¬ 
versary  in  1937,  at  least  half  of  the  states  were  repre¬ 
sented,  and  several  families  drove  from  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington  to  be  present  for  the  day.  It  was  estimated  that 
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between  four  and  five  thousand  persons  assembled  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Moore  Hamrick  Farm  for  the  day. 

These  meetings  have  always  been  held  in  toe  ;jio\e. 
Fortunately,  every  day  designated  as  the  time  of  meeting 
during  the  teii  years  of  the  orga:  ition  has  been  fair,  and 
the  complete  program  has  been  carried  out.  1  he  beauti¬ 
ful  chest  nut  trees  under  which  the  people  stood  and  en¬ 
joyed  the  program  at  the  first  meeting,  havcjlied  from 
blight,  but  the  large  grove  of  maple  sugar  trees  on  the 
s.une  farm  furnish  comfortable  protection  from  the  sun. 
Temporary  seats  are  placed  by  the  committee  just  prior 
to  the  time  of  meeting  and  a  speaker's  platform  is  erected. 
The  past  three  years  a  modern  sound  system  has  been 
used,  and  ha  aide  1  jreatlv  in  the  success  of  the  m<  :t  ngs. 

The  PTowth  of  the  organization  has  h  <n  due  hugely 
to  the  efforts  of  the  Committee.  Walter  S.  Hamrick  has 
served  throughout  the  nine  years  having  been  elected 
chairman  in  1935.  The  members  of  the  first  committee 
were  Walter  S.  Hamrick.  Moore  Hamrick.  Sampson  B. 
Hamrick,  Fleming  S.  Hamrick.  A.  D.  Hamrick,  Albert 
McAtcc,  and  Jacob  Hogan.  Other  members  elected  to 
the  committee,  between  1928  and  1935,  were:  1  albott 
Hamrick,  Miss  Portia  Hamrick,  Alva  L.  Gregory,  and 
Sherman  Gregory.  The  speakers  appearing  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  during  the  meetings  from  1928,  to  1936,  were: 
Attorney  Luther  L.  Dyer.  Attorney  W.  L.  Wooddell, 
Judge  H.  G.  Kump.  Judge  Jake  Fisher.  Attorney  May  me 
Hamrick,  Reverend  A.  F.  Gregory.  Squire  Walter  S. 
Hamrick.  Henry  W.  Dodrill,  Attorney  John  R.  Dyer, 
Dr  Martin  E  Hamrick  and  Hun.  John  Wulvcrton.  I  he 
committeemen  for  the  year  1936  were:  W.  S.  Hamrick. 
Chairman,  Elihu  Hamrick,  of  Linwood.  Stoker  Hamrick, 
Sherman  Gregory,  and  Jacob  Hogan.  The  speakers  for 
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the  same  year  were:  Reverend  A.  b.  Gregory,  Pod.  R. 
Moore  Dodrill,  Attorney  PdaLo  HamH  k,  Dr.  R 
J.  Hamrick,  and  Judge  Jake  h  her. 

The  committeemen  for  193/  .ere:  \‘  -.  <, 

Ch.ainnan,  Jacob  Hogan,  ire  aer,  ; 
ott  Hamrick,  T.  S.  Gregory,  and  Ah  t  •> 

The  peakers  for  the  year  1937  were:  Rev.  A.  F.  Crtg- 
orv,  Eli  C.  (Rim lire)  Hamrick,  and  Rev.  Rufus  M.  Do- ’.rill. 

Stoffcr  Hamrick  of  Pocahontas  County,  was  c!c«  :d 
chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  yeai  ■  •'>,  a.-,  tne 

following  were  elected  members  of  tiie  c  n. 
ter  S.  Hamrick,  Jacob  Hogan,  Ernest  C  >,  iott 
Hamrick,  1.  S.  Gregory  and  Albeit  -dc/wce. 

The  tenth  annual  meeting  of  these  two  i.  ni!:  will 
he  held  on  August  28,  1938,  and  a  large  mum  or  oi  ;  ople 
from  different  parts  of  the  state  are  xpected  to  1  .  res¬ 

ent.  Honorable  Jenniu;:  t  Randolph,  Member  of  Con- 
gi'css  from  the  Second  istrict  of  \\  Cst  V  iig  '»  ,ias 
been  invited  to  he  pr  •  He  will  deliver  the  principal 
address  during  the  m-  mg. 


! 


'flic  Dodrill  Family 

\\  ill  am  E.  Dodrill  (Doddridge),  known  as  “English 
* ’’A"  sciRcl  near  Boggs,  in  what  is  now. Webster  Coun¬ 
ty,  in  l/:M.  '  rc  was  an  excellent  tailor  by  trade  using  the 
skins  and  furs  from  the  wild  animals  to  make  handsome 
clothing.  These  garments  were  sewed  with  silk  thread 
and  lined  with  bright  colored  silk  lining.  When  finished 
they  were  sent  East  and  sold  to  the  colonists.  Some  were 
worn  by  men  and  women  on  occasions  of  State  and  could 
be  obtained  only  by  those  of  wealth. 


A\  illiam  E.  Dodrill  married  Rebecca  Lewis  Dougherty 
of  Greenbrier  County  in  17S4.  He  had  four  sons  and 
four  daughters.  His  descendants  became  prominent  men 
and  women  in  the  history  and  development  of  Webster, 
Nicholas  and  Braxton  counties. 


The  rons  arc — James,  John,  George,  and  William  Jr. 
d  he  last  named  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  unmarried-. 
I  he  daughters  arc — Martha,  Nancy,  Mary  and  Rebecca. 


James  Dodrill 

James  Dodrill,  married  Elizabeth  Gregory,  daughter 
of  Colonel  Isaac  and  Sarah  Given  Gregory,  and  resided 
two  miles  below  Lcalherwood  Creek,  on  Elk  River  in 
A\  ebsler  County.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
had  six  sons  and  five  daughters — George,  William,  Jo¬ 
seph,  Isaac,  Robert,  Charles,  Eidiliah,  Rebecca,  Sarah, 
Virginia  and  Isabel. 

George,  married  Levicy  Given,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Given,  and  resided  one  mile  below  Leather- 
wood  Creek,  on  Elk  River.  His  children  are — Samuel 
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unity. 

His  c 

hjldr  i  by 
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h,  Bennett,  and 

this  marriage  were — Jane, 

Nancy. 

Isaac,  in:  fried  Maria  Conrad.  He  1  1  no  children. 

Robert,  married  Jane  Hamrick,  daughter  <  f  \  junin 
and  Nancy  Gregory  Hamrick,  a  d  ra  ided  on  the  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hamrick  Farm.  He  was  a  distiller  -  f  apple 
brandy.  He  had  no  children. 

Joseph,  married  Anna  Hamrick,  and  resided  ■  Gauley 
Mountain.  Ills  children  were — Thomas,  Id  r,  Day- 
ton,  Lawrence,  Sarah  and  Hester. 

Charles,  married  Margaret  Given.  He  resided  on  Point 
Mountain.  He  was  well  known  throughout  the  county 
having  participated  in  public  celebi  ations  and  civic 
affairs.  He  led  the  movement  to  maintain  temperance 
in  Webster  County  for  many  years.  His  children  were 
— Isaac,  Luther,  Walter,  Janies,  Angelina,  Virginia, 
Elizabeth,  and  Samuel. 

Rebecca,  married  James  M.  Hamrick,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Nancy  Gregory  Hamrick.  (See  descendants  of 
Benjamin  Hamrick). 

Fidiliah,  married  David  Hamrick,  son  of  David  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Miller  Hamrick.  They  resided  on  Elk  River 
near  the  Bernardstown  community.  The  children  of 
this  union  were — Henry,  Joseph,  Naomi,  Rena,  and 
Melvina. 
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Sarah,  married  Joel  Dobbins  of  Calhoun  County.  The 
naiv.es  of  her  children  are  not  available  at  this  time. 

Vic.,'  ’  \  married  David  Wcese. 

Isabel,  anied  Matthew.  Givens. 

John  Dodrill 

John  Dodrill,  married  Margaret  Lewis  of  Greenbrier 

County.  Ife  resided. all  of  his  life  at  the  mouth  of  Popular 

Run,  a  tributary  of  Birch  River,  in  Nicholas  County. 

He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children:  William, 

James  Walton,  B.  Franklin,  Martin,  Arthur,  Addison, 

Dianah,  Rebecca,  and  Margnrette  Ann. 

Willi  n,  married  Sarah  Hamrick,  daughter  of  William 
and  Jeanette  Gregory  Hamrick.  (See  descendants  of 
William  Hamrick). 

James  Walton,  married  Rebecca  Hamrick,  daughter  of 
W  illiam  and  Jeanette  Gregory  Hamrick.  (See  de¬ 
scendants  of  William  Hamrick). 

Martin,  married  Isabel  Hamrick,  daughter  of  William 
and  Jeanette  Gregory  Hamrick.  (See  descendants  of 
William  Hamrick). 

Addison,  married  Elmira  Gregory,  daughter  of  William 
and  Rebecca  Sands  Gregory.  He  lived  in  Webster 
County. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  married  Mariah  Hamrick,  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Rebecca  Mollohan  Hamrick,  of  Braxton 
County.  His  children  were — Rebecca  Jane,  John  J., 
James  P.,  Ballard,  Samuel,  and  Addie. 

Arthur,  married  Jane  Hamrick,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Rebecca  Mollohan  Hamrick,  of  Braxton  County.  Ilis 
children  are — B.  Franklin,  John  If.,  Cornelius,  Ruie, 
Martha  and  Emma. 
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Dianah,  married  Jacob  Cn 1 1  ip,  a;; 
County.. 

;d  lived  in 

Br;  ..ton 

Rebecca,  married  William  McCoy,  : 

"d  resided  : 

Who- 

las  County. 

Margarettc  Ann,  manied  Morgan 

Baugh  nian, 

md  re- 

sided  on  Birch  River.  *  - 

;  GEORGE  DODRILL 

George  Dodrill,  moved  .v  t  and  located  in  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio.  His  descendants  live  in  that  section  of 
Ohio. 

MARTHA  DODRILL 

Martha  Dodrill,  married  James  M  ’.Johan  f  Br  -.ton 
County.  One  of  her  sons  was  a  prominent  Mister  of 
Braxton  and  Webster  counties  during  the  Civil  War 
period.  His  name  was  Charles.  Wesley  Mollohan,  a 
son  of  Charles,  was  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
lawyers  of  West  Virginia. 

MARY  DODRILL 

Mary  Dodrill,  married  George  Mollohan.  She  resided 
in  Braxton  County.  The  writer  is  unable  to  give  the 
names  of  her  descendants. 

..NANCY  DODRILL 

Nancy  Dodrill,  married  Joshua  Stevenson.  The  writer 
is  unable  to  give  the  names  of  her  descendants. 

Rebecca  Dodrill 

Rebecca  Dodrill,  married  Adam  Gregory,  son  of 
Colonel  Isaac,  and  Sarah  Given  Gregory,  and  lived  in 
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the  vicinity  of  Mill  Run,  at  what  is  now  the  town  of 
1'  n.  ton,  West  Virginia.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  fol- 
1  \-iug  children— Nancy,  June,  Currence,  Mattie,  lary 
and  '  .  ah.  ■ 

Nancy,  s  tarried  Peter  Hamrick. 

Jane,  married  John  If  -rick. 

Currence,  married  liar,  ett  Payne.  He  lived  at  the  home 
place  where  his  fall,  lived,  near  the  present  location 
of  the  town  of  Barton,  in  Webster  County.  His  fam¬ 
ily,  thirteen  sons  and  one  daughter,  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  Webster  County.  A.  Ilinkle,  David,  Peter,  William, 
Theodore,  Benjamin,  Shepard,  John,  George,  Isaac. 
Alfred,  Jesse,  Isaiah  and  Nancy. 

Mattie,  married  David  Baughman. 

Mary,  married  John  R.  Cogar. 

Sarah,  married  Samuel  Miller. 


( 
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Gregory  Family 


The  Gregory 

’y  of  Webster 

By  w: 
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by  Colonel  Is 

y,  v.  ho  C  . 

..By  from 

Bath  County, 

,  about  the  y  .-as 

..  i  n 

' ,  cue  of 

the  largest  fam 

thc  county. 
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led  Sarah  Given, 

in  B  it 

h  County 

and  brought  her 

h  him  to  the  new  la 

nine  he. 

.’It  over- 

looking  the  Gaul 

Icy  River,  near  Beaver 

Run. 

The  home,  a  1 

■  roe  he  wed-log  house 

O  o 

had  a  c. 

•  .r  under 

it  walled  with 

:t  stone.  The  nails  r. 

■  d  in  *. . 

ding  the 

building  were  m; 

ide  in  a  blacksmith  she 

ip  in  H  . . 

h  County, 

Virginia,  and  carried  through  the  wilderness 

oil  horse- 

back.  The  first  meeting  of  Free  Maso  .:  in  Central  West 
Virginia  took  place  in  this  new  home  of  Colon  1  Isaac 
Gregory  on  Gaulcy  Mountain.  Col.  Gregory  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  location  on  Gaulcy  Mountain,  and 
about  the  year  1S12,  moved  to  the  kdk  \  alley,  in  what 
is  now  WTbster  County,  and  built  a  new  home  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mill  Run,  live  miles  above  Webster  Springs, 
then  called  Fork  Lick. 

Col.  Gregory  was  a  noted  hunter.  He  killed  the  last 
buffalo  known  to  have  been  killed  in  Webster  County, 
just  before  the  war  of  1S12.  This  buffalo  was  killed  on 
the  mountain  between,  bilk  and  Back  Fork  rivers,  and 
the  place  has  since  been  called  Buffalo  Bull  Knob.  He 
also  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1813,  Col.  Gregory  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Randolph  County.  In  1S14,  he  raised  a  company  of 
soldiers  and  went  to  Norfolk  to  fight  the  British.  lie 
died  in  1852,  and  is  buried  in  the  Gregory  Cemetery  near 
his  pioneer  home  in  the  Elk  \  alley  of  Webster  County. 

115. 


! 


* 


. 


116 


THE  HAMRICK  AND  OTHER  FAMILIES 


Ho  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five 
daughters — William,  Robert,  Joseph,  Adam,  Mary,  Isa¬ 
bel,  Nancy,  Elizabeth,  and  Jeanette. 

Willia  i  Gregory 

William  Gregory  was  born  in  1804.  He  married  Re¬ 
becca  Sands  and  lived  at  the  mouth  of.  Loath  or  wood 


William  Gregory,  the  Classleader 
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Creek  in  Webster  County.  He  u  he  H  ’Her  of 
the  first  Melhodi:  t  Clutrch  organ i  '  •  '  i  Ay. 

He  conducted  funeral  services,  an  1  f.  .  '/  .  lined 

the  ceremony  of  marriage.  It  was  in  Wil¬ 

liam  Gregory,  th  ‘  the  election  was  le  ’.d  '  L  luring 
the  Civil  War  Period. 

He  died  in  1872,  and  is  buried  in  Mi  1  •  '  :  :  Ceme¬ 
tery,  at  Bcrgoo,  West  Virginia.  His  EH  ’  i  were — 
Nancy,  Margaret,  Jane,  Adam,  Elmira.  V  h,  Alary, 
and  Levicy.  • 

Jon  h  Gregory 

Joseph  Gregory,  married  Mary  Miller.  HE  children 
were  —Isaac,  James,  Jackson,  Cm  t  is,  .Asa,  .  »v,  <t-\a, 

Mclciua,  Sarah,  Hannah,  and  Delilah. 

Robert  Gregory 

Robert  Gregory,  married  Elizabeth  Nottingham.  He 
had  one  daughter,  Margaret. 

Adam  Gregory 

Adam  Gregory,  r.  :ied  Rebecca  Dodriil,  daughter  of 
William  ‘Dodriil,  the  pioneer,  and  his  wife  Rebecca 
Dougherty  Dodriil.  He  resided  near  the  home  of  his 
father,  where  the  town  of  Barton  is  now  located.  His 
children  by  this  marriage  were— Nancy.  Jane,  Currcnce, 
Mattie,  Alary,  and  Sarah.  After  the  death  of  Rebecca 
Dodriil  Gregory,  Adam  Gregory  married  Afaggie  Cogar. 
The  children  of  this  union  were  four  sons  and  five  daugh¬ 
ters — Harriett,  Harmon,  .Margaret,  Thomas.  William, 
Rebecca,  Lucinda,  Xoodie,  and  Isaac. 
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Adam  Gregory,  son  of  Col.  Isaac  Gregory 
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I 

j  Nancy  Gregory 

i 

Nancy  Gregoiy,  married  Be  '  i  N  'i  V.  (Sec 
Bcnjam;  i  II  'ck,  son  of  B<  in  .1  N-i.:  y  Me- 

Millieu  Hamrick). 

t 

I 

I 

J  anette  Gregory 

Jeanette  Gregory,  married  William  Naur.  :■  k,  the  noted 

J  hunter.  (Sec  William  Hamrick,  son  of  iNnj  min  and 

Nancy  MeMillian  Hamrick). 

Mary  Gregory 

Mary  Gregory,  married  George  Lynch  and  rcsi  led  in 
the  Little  Kanawha  Valley.  She  was  the  pro;  1  mother 

^  of  twelve  sons,  who  settled  in  Gilmer,  Harrison  and  ad¬ 

joining  counties,  the  writer  is  unable  to  give  their 
names. 

I  I  bel  Gregory 

I 

Isabel  Gregory,  married  John  Lynch  and  re  ided  be¬ 
low  Webster  Springs  in  the  Elk  Valley. 

j  ■ 

j  Elizabeth  Gregory 

i 

<  Elizabeth  Gregory,  married  James  Dodrill,  son  of 

William  and  Rebecca  Dougherty  Dodrill.  and  resided 
in  Webster  County  three  miles  below  Leatherwood 
Creek:  A  complete  sketch  of  this  family  is  given  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Dodrill  Family. 
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The  Griffin  Family 


"The  Griffin  Family  is  of  Welch  descent  and  has  al¬ 
ways  been  considered  a  hardy,  industrious,  and  honor- 
aide  family,  some  of  them  living  to  a  remarkable  old  age, 
and  were  especially  noted  for  a  tenacious  memory  which 
thcyvpussessed,  and  which  many  of  them  retained  until 
extreme  old  age.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  family 
took  considerable  interest  in  education,  and  public  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  country,  many  of  them  were  teachers,  and 
some  of  them  office  holders. 

"Benoni  Griffin,  the  grandson  of  Benoni  Griffin,  who 
was  the  first  to  come  to  America,  and  the  son  of  Jonathan 
GrilTin,  taught  the  first  school  in  the  Elk  Valley  in  the 
present  limits  of  Webster  County,  on  Elk  River  near 
Lynch  Point.  He  represented  Webster  County  in  the 
L  wer  House  of  the  State  Legislature  for  two  terms  in 
Wo.  and  1864,  being  the  First  and  Second  Legislatures 
of  the  new  State  of  West  Virginia.  lie  was  a  man  of 
strong  convictions  and  was  firm  and  loyal  to  what  he  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  right.  He  opposed  the  doctrine  of  secession, 
and  in  1861,  when  the  election  was  being  held  at  Wain- 
ville.  Webster  Con'll ty,  on  the  question  of  secession,  Mr. 
Griffin  made  a  speech  to  the  voters  against  secession. 
Isaac  Griffin,  the  son  of  Benoni  Griffin,  was  also  a  teach¬ 
er  in  Webster  County  for  a  number  of  years.  He  took  the 
census  of  the  county  in  1870,  and  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1871,  represent¬ 
ing  at  that  time  both  Webster  and  Pocahontas  counties, 
which  composed  one  delegate  district.  Jonathan  Grill  in, 
a  brother  of  Benoni  Griffin,  mentioned  above  was  also 
one  of  the  pioneer  school  teachers  of  Webster  County. 
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"Benoni  Griffin,  the  first  to  settle  in  A:  -.rha,  came 
from  Wales  and  settled  in  the  State  <  r  u  ’  He 
married  a  Miss  Seel)-  of  that  State.  '  ‘A;  •  were 

horn  four  children,  Abraham,  Same  ,  V  .  y  .  d  Jona¬ 
than.  'Flic  mother  died  in  Connect  t,  .  !  he  her 
moved  with  his  children  to  the  state  •  i  Virg- V  ;  ’  a  ter 

moved  to  Pocahontas  County,  West  Virgmia'.  A"  ham 
moved  to  Ohio;  Samuel  moved  to  the  S  e  of  r  ’’ v.ia; 
Alary  married  Hugh. Brown,  and  settled  at  '  ,  ietta, 

Ohio,  and  little  is  known  of  the  descend."  of  he  erst 


three  children  mentioned  above,  hut  Jonathan  Griffin  has 
many  descendants  in  Webster  County  and  in  other  sec¬ 
tions  which  will  appear  from  the  following: 

JONATHAN  GRIFFIN  AND  HIS  DWG.  DAW'S 

“Jonathan  Griffin  was  horn  in  1776,  died  i:i  .  *  at  the 

age  of  eiglitv-onc  years.  He  married  Rack--  i  '  rp  of 
Pocahontas  County,  about  the  year  180-5.  He  had  seven 
children,  named  as  follows:  Abraham,  Margaret,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Benoni,  Rachael,  Jonathan  and  Samuel. 

"Abraham  lived  in  Pocahontas  County,  and  nr.  ried 
Nancy  Waugh  of  Pocahontas  County,  to  which  marriage 
were  horn  seven  children  which  were  given  the  folk-wing 
names:  James,  who  married  Lucinda  Flemmins  of  Poca¬ 
hontas  County,  to  which  marriage  one  child  was  horn 
called  William,  blit  was  killed  by  lightning;  Malinda, 
who  lived  in  Pocahontas  County  hut  never  married; 
Diana,  who  married  Jacob  Buzzard  of  14  cahontas  Coun¬ 
ty  and  to  whom  two  children  were  horn,  a  hoy  and  a  girl. 
Eliza,  who  married  William  Pritt  of  Randolph  County. 
They  lived  in  Pocahontas  County,  and  nothing  definite 
is  known  as  to  their  children;  Mathias,  who  was  a  sol- 
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dter  in  the  Confederal;.-  Army,  and  was  killed  during1  the 
Civ  il  W  tr.  Sarah  died  during  the  Civil  War  in  1861,  and 
no  thing  definite  is  known  as  to  the  marriage  of  Margaret. 

"Margaret,  married  Isaac  Hamrick  of  Webster  County. 
The  y  lived  on  Point  Mountain  and  reared  the  following 
children:  Andrew,  who  died  when  voung.  Ellen  who 
married  Alfred  R.  Miller,  who  lived  and  raised  his  fam¬ 
ily  on  the  Back  Fork  of  Elk  River  in  Webster  County. 
Jonathan,  who  married  Rebecca  Jane  Hamrick,  daughter 
of  Peter  Hamrick,  who  lived  on  Point  Mountain  where 
his  lather  lived  until  a  few  years  ago  when  he  moved  to 
Saint  Petersburg,  Florida.  Levi,  who  married  a  Miss 
Almarinda  Cogar,  a  daughter  of  George  Cogar,  and  who 
also  raised  his  family  and  lived  for  a  number  of  years  near 
the  home  of  his  father.  Mildred,  who  married  Robert  Lilly 
of  Randolph  County.  Xathan,  who  married  a  (Isabel) 
Miss  Harrah. 

"William,  married  Elizabeth  Rogers  and  lived  in  Poca¬ 
hontas  County  for  a  number  of  years  and  later  moved  to 
Oklahoma.  To  this  union  were  born  eleven  children  as 
follows:  Joseph,  who  died  of  fever  and  unmarried,  in 
1861.  James,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  died 
during  the  war.  Levi,  who  also  died  in  the  army  during 
the  Civil  War.  The  remainder  of  the  children,  Samuel, 
Adam,  Andrew,  Sarah,  Octavius,  John,  William  and 
Peter,  nothing  definite  is  known  of  them  or  their  mar¬ 
riages. 

"Benoni.  married  Nancy  Hamrick,  in  Nicholas  County 
about  1831,  moved  to  Pocahontas  and  lived  there  until 
1852.  Hcdater  moved  to  Wainville,  Webster  County,  and 
in  1 862,  moved  to  Salem,  Harrison  County,  at  which 
place  he  died  and  is  buried.  To  this  marriage  were  born 
twelve  children  named  as  follows:  Jane  II.,  who  died  at 
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the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  unmarried.  W:!!i  >m  If., 
who  died  of  fever  at  eighteen  years  of  ;arri  1. 

Isaac  II. ,  who  married  Mary  S.  Lynch  of  W  ’  '  r  '  \iy. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  lu-  la:  . r  :  1  -H  ia 

M.  Galbert  of  Harrison  County.  R  *i  '  .  1  C\,  di  d  when 
two  years  of  age.  Charles  R.,  died  when  ei;;h‘  a  years 
of  age.  George  C.,  who  was  a  soldi-  '  '  i  ttlc  in 

1S63,  unmarried.  Elizabeth  R.,  di  1  unn.  i  1.  Jona¬ 
than  S.,  also  died  unmarried.  New: on  J.,  ;  '  1  Jane 

Haskins.  Mary  E.,  died  at  the  ag  •  of  ■  w,  •  a  years, 

unmarried.  Valinda  S.,  married  Sto'.m  Has  u  Mat¬ 
thew  W.,  married  a  Miss  Elliott. 

“Rachael,  man  ied  Charles  Ruckman,  who  was  a  teacher 
and  minister,  and  lived  in  Pocahontas  C  mty.  He  later 
moved  to  Ohio,  and  joined  the  East  Ohio  Conference. 
They  had  the  following  named  children :  Julia  A.,  a  teach¬ 
er,  never  married;  Leonidas  T.  and  Morgan,  also  Jona¬ 
than,  none  of  whom  were  married,  the  two  last  mentioned 
having  died  when  young. 

“Jonathan,  married  Margaret  Rader  of  Webster  County 
in  1S50.  He  and  his  wife  spent  most  of  their  lives  on  the 
Rader  Farm  near  Upper  Glades,  Webster  County,  at 
which  place  both  of  them  died  and  are  buried.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  children  were  born  unto  them  :  Nanev  R.,  who 
married  Lough  Hickman;  Laura,  who  married  Cornelius 
Ruddle  of  Gilmer  County.  Sarah,  who  died  when  voung. 

“Samuel,  was  never  married.  He  lived  to  be  cpiite  old.’’1 

1  .Vote:  The  above  sketch  is. copied  from  a  manuscript  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mrs.  F.  H.  Scanes.  Indiana  Avenue,  Adams- 
ton,  West  Virginia. 
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enry  C.  Moore  v/ho  married  Margaret  Elliott.Ham- 
"  rick,  youngest  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hamrick 
(See  Biographical  Sketch,  Henry  C.  Moore) 


Henry  0.  Moore 

1-Ienrv  C.  AT  ore  was  bora  in  Clinton,  ,  'a  '  ' /. 

Ia  1853*  lie  nun  A  Margaret  Elliott  Han  .  ;  .  t 

daughter  of  Bcnj:  ..in  and  Nancy  Gregory  ,  i 

Webster  County.  He  built  his  home  on  PH  b  .  .ain 
and  engaged  in  teaching  school.  At  the  eg  *'.c  lire 

Civil  War  he  joined  th  '  ion  Army  '  '  .  1  t 

for  General  George  B.  M  Clellan  in  his  \\  <  ■  ■  ,mia 

Campaign.  In  1861,  lie  w  a  delegate  to  the  b'ir  t  la  1- 
ing  Convention  where  represented  Webster  County 
in  that  capacity  for  one  ■■  ek. 

During  the  Civil  War  Confederate  To  ys  b  .  Ins 
home  in  Webster  County,  and  in  1863,  he  w-  t  w<  -t  to  the 
State  of  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the  greater  ,  at:  i  of  nis 
later  years  experimenting  in  aerial  navigation.  Mr. 
Moore  was  a  man  of  great  intelligence  and  foioeful  per¬ 
sonality.  Ilis  influence  among  the  citizens  of  Webster 
County  is  remembered  to  this  day.  He  was  an  excellent 
surveyor.  In  1860,  he  surveyed  the  lot  for  the  Public 
Square  in  Webster  Springs,  and  divided  the  town  into 
lots  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Moore  had  five  children,  all  born  •  in  W  Aster 
County.  Frank,  Nimrod,  Julia,  Nancy,  ami  Mary.  They 
went  with  him  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  became  citizens 
of  that  and  other  western  states.  Air.  Alooic  died  in  1.A0. 
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I  n  d  i  a  n.  L  o  c  e 

As  the  sun’s  .  ys  are  flying. 

And  hushed  tin  sweet  bird  songs, 
Xight  insects  not  yet  gathered 
In  humming  noisy  thro  .,s; 

When  over  quiet  roadways 
A  crescent  moon  hangs  low, 

S  ,'cming  to  tip  a  fir  tree, 

In  ladder-reach'  to  glow  ; 

All  old  redskin  would  tell  you 
To  hang  a  powder  horn 
On  the  moon’s  bow  of  silver 
And  dry  months  will  be  born. 

It  the  new  moon  tipped  upward 
To  hold  the  horn  it  meant  * 
That  it  would  hold  rain  water, 
’T was  so  the  legend  went. 

— Hamilton. 
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LEWIS  WETZEL 


John  Wetzel,  the  father  of  Lewis  Wetzel,  '  A  d  .1 
the  mouth  of  Wheeling  Creek  in  West  Yii  .im  ,  in  1  //?-. 
Besides  Lewis,  there  were  four  sons  md  two  daughters 
■Martin,  George,  John,  Jacob,  Susan  and  Christian?  a. 
These  men  wore  hunters  and  Indi.-u  lightens,  b  it  Lev,  is 
was  the  most  daring.  He  was  born  in  1761. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  Lewis,  and  his  1. rotl.er 
Jacob,  age  cloven,  were  taken  prisoneis  lg  i  n;  li.uLns. 
The  Indians  took  them  to  a  camp  the  .  corn!  night,  and 
after  retiring,  the  Indians  fell  asleep.  Lewis  wlih-pc.  d 
to  Jacob  that  they  must  go  home.  Th.ey  .ted,  id 
after  traveling  a  distance  Lewis  thought  of  his  mocca¬ 
sins,  and  returned  to  the  camp  and  got  a  pair  for  •  >  h 
of  them.  They  then  started,  hut  had  gone  only  a  Amt 
distance,  when  they  discovered  thej  were  bo..g  puisi.cd 
bv  the  Indians.  They  stepped  aside  in  the  bushes  and 
let  them  pass.  On  the  return  of  the  Indians,  they  did  the 
same.  They  were  then  pursued  by  two  Indians  on  horse¬ 
back,  whom  they  dodged  in  the  same  way.  They  reached 
Wheeling  the  next  day  after  crossing  the  Ohio  River  in 
a  raft  of  their  own  making. 

■ .  Lewis  Wetzel  is  described  as  being  five  feet  ten  inches 
tall,  having  broad  shoulders,  deep  chest,  long  hums,  and 
walking  erect.  His  eves  arc  dcsciibcd  as  black,  w  iid  and 
rod  mg.  His  complexion  daik.  His  black  ha.i  long  and 
beautiful  fell  below  his  knees  when  combed.  The  sav¬ 
ages  longed  to  secure  his  scalp.  He  was  a  man  of  lew 
words  hut  firm  decision,  loving  his  friends  and  hating 
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...  He  Ind  few  equals  and  no  superiors.  His 

!™:n,  am!  energy  appeared  never  to  be  exhausted.. 

An  annual  custom  <,1  ™  m.^ mi™ In 

ing  trip  to  the  1''““''“^^  ^  Indian  camp  "here 

“A  01  four"  Indians.  At  midnight  he  entered  the 

there  weie  foui  ,  \s  the  warriors  were 

camp  with .'''^“jh'lrce'oi'thent  before  they  could  awake' 

and'a’rise’ Vhe  fourth  tied  into  the  darkness  and  escape. 

'During  another  hunting  tour  he 

cabin  and  climbed  into  the  lot.  to  sleep-  '  a  s  o 
six  savages  entered,  built  a  ^  djl  ^ 

per-  Soon  thereatter  befall  a  ,og.  Ncxt 

down,  and  conecale  .  ^  ^  Wctzel  5l,0t 

a.h“'the.i  tied  into  the  forest. 

"At  the’age  of  twenD-Sye  yea^ whik.setwing  mrder 

General  llanner  at  -  arrested  and  confined  to 

friendly  Indian  Chit  .  ‘  {  eedom  to  walk  about 

Uae  fort  Having  beep  gnen  ohio,  swam  the 

thc  for,,  he  escaped  a hta  M  ^  in  „eavy 

M1 » W  V- -  -  of  •  trkl'd- Hc 

was  afterward  captured,  but  set  free. 

'^^"^^IrrVbeSoUrml'^tomahaw^ 
dians  and  wa..  -  twentv-^cven  Indians,  and 

Duri,lg  h’£  '’tt  ac  fortv  at  one  time,  alone.  He  could 
^  and^T.  ride  u  hiie  running  and 

S"g»» t'ays  loaded."  He  died  in  1803. 
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"death  of  cornstalk 

Cornstalk  was  thc  distinguished  chict  and 

the  Shawnee  Indians.  He  was  m.n  m  .  ..  .  ..  , 

Virginia,  now  Greenbrier  County  M  e.t 
the  vear  1710.  His  name  in  the  Stawnee  bug  Am 
“Iveigh-tugh-qua,"  blade  or  stalk  of  mm.  . 

He  appears  to  have  first  attracted  promt-.: - ^ 
tober  10,  1759,  when  he  led  an  auaiT  < • 
family  on  Carr’s  Creek  in  Rockbridge  ^  n 

This  massacre  is  one  o  tae  *‘.o  p  '  .  ,, 

record.  He  is  next  hoard  ot  <-  .n.is  •  .  ,  s.;  ...» 

in  1763,  when  lie  led  a  large  Aar  Pai  >  .  '  .  .  AIu.-.1/ 

towns  against  the  Virginia  iro.uier  *  ^ 

Creek  and  Clcndennmg  tarm,  ^ 

I  evels  of  Greenbrier.  In  Lol,  m  -l '■  ,  ( 

’Tn'filbnent  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  on,,  -  - 

lected  his  escape.  '  , .  i.  ,  o-.. 

,  .  •_  i,pnrd  of  him  until  1 //.•>-,  v.  t-ui  i  -  -  - 

Nothing  >  Indians  ...  the  battle  of 

came  famous  as  lcadu  .  _.  ,  ,cst  an<J 

T3  •  1  Plpasmt  This  battle  was  one  ot  i.x  •  «»--■ 

Point  i  leasam.  a  .  occurred 

rCfweCem5  frontier  lasting  from > 

V“  Ohio  bribes.  It  is  said 

Army  comprised  tne  .  scen  eliding 

r’  tnil-'e  towennsf  form  count  uc  - 

*a's  mtlrfal  uTbattie  of  Point  Pleasant  by  Ins  son 
Kllinipsico,  and  other  prominent  chiefs. 
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Cornstalk  is  recognized  ns  having  had  intelligence  far 
above  that  of  the  average  Shawnee.  lie  was  graceful, 
aliracliw,  and  commanding  in  appearance.  He  had  abil¬ 
ity  as'an  orator  and  expressed  himself  in  a  m  uer  of 
grandeur  and  majesty.  He  is  said  to  have  conn,  led  his 
a  dates  to  observe  peace  before  Durimore’s  War,  and  • 
al:  o  after  the  treaty  of  Fort  Charlotte. 

In  the  year  1777,  Cornstalk,  and  Red  Hawk  a  Delaware 
Chief,  came  to  the  fort  at  Point  Pleasant  on  a  vi.it.  The 
Fk>rt  was  commanded  at  that  time  by  Captain .Ai buckle 
and  Colonel  Stewart.  During  their  visit  at  the  fort,  El- 
linipsico,  a  son  of  Cornstalk,  came  to  the  Ohio  River  and 
was  rowed  across  to  visit  his  father.  The  follow  sg  day, 
a  man  named  Gilmore  was  killed  near  the  fort  by  two 
Indians  as  he  was  returning  from  hunting.  Immediately, 
the  men  in  charge  of  the  fort  became  suspicious  of  El- 
liuipscio,  and  decided  to  kill  all  the  Indians  visiting  in  the 
fort.  They  approached  the  fort  maddened  with  rage  and 
earn  ing  their  loaded  firelocks  in  their  hands.  Ellinipsico 
appeared  frightened,  but  Cornstalk  encouraged  him  by 
saying,  “Don't  be  afraid  my  =on,  the  Great  Spirit  sent  you 
here  to  die  with  me,  and  we  must  submit  to  his  will.  It 
is  all  for  the  best.”  Cornstalk  rose,  and  with  great  dignity 
advanced  to  meet  them,  receiving  eight  or  nine  balls  in  his 
body,  and  sank  to  instant  death  without  a  groan. 

A  monument  to  Chief  Cornstalk  has  been  erected  in 
the  courthouse  yard  at  Point  Pleasant. 

ANN  BAILEY  * 

Ann  Bailey  born  in  Liverpool,  England,  in  1742,  came 
to  America  with  her  parents,  two  brothers  and  two  sis¬ 
ters.  about  the  year  1761.  They  settled  at  Jamestown, 
Virginia. 
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Ann  Bailey  was  noted  for  courage,  .  udurai  -a  and  vir¬ 
tue.  At  the  age  of  ninct*  <  she  toch  an  Hi*.  ,  l  in  fron¬ 
tier  life  and  started  for  the  frontiei  done.  Ail  . 
days  travel  she  reached  Fort  V  don,  Lew'  -'  nag  i  !  ■- 

came  a  spy  among  the  Indians.  She  pox  '  •.■>•  in¬ 
tuition  and  knew  when  Indians  were  ‘.'he  cc  Id 

mingle  among  them  without  dan  >er.  J dug  a  X  le 

and  scalping  knife,  she  rode  a  pc :  y  w.'  :•  h  she  1 

“Liverpool,”  through  the  fo  it.  Her  <  nly  f  1  c<  4 

of  wild  game  she  killed  and  cooked  over  a  •. 

She  acted  as  scout  and  messenger  for  (he  Lie:  .  1 

when  ammunition  was  to  be  transferi a  1,  he  •  Id 

travel  from  Point  Pleasant  to  Williams!.  ,  <  ■  '  !i- 

cothe,  without  fear.  On  one  occasion  she  w  ..  .  taken 

by  a  terrible  snowstorm  in  the  vicinity  of  57  '.mil  '  foun¬ 
tain.  In  order  to  protect  the  ammunition  from  lx  oming 
wet,  she  sought  refuge  in  a  large  hollow  l"  r  aft.  <  .ins: 
the  bridle  of  the  pony  around  her  ankle.  An  liidh  a  ap¬ 
peared  and  attempted  to  steal  her  pony  at  which  lime 
she  withdrew  from  her  shelter  and  reprimanded  the  In¬ 
dian  for  thieving.  Fearing  that  she  might  invoke  the 
anger  of  the  Great  Spirit  upon  him  he  fled. 

She  married  Richard  Trotter,  a  soldier  who  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Point  Pleasant.  When  she  heard  of  her 
husband's  death  a  strange  wild  dream  seemed  to  possess 
her.  She  donned  male  attire  and  ranged  the  wilderness, 
so  long  as  the  Indian  wars  lasted. 

She  was  round-shouldered,  small  of  stature  and  fleet 
of  foot.  She  was  an  accomplished  huntress  and  could 
kill  a  deer  off  hand  while  it  was  running.  She  was  fearless 
of  man  and  beast. 

She  lived  to  be  one  hundred  fourteen  years  old  and 

* 

died  near  Gallipolis,  Ohio. 
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MURDER  OF  WILLIAM  WYATT 

William  Wyatt  was  a  superstitious  person  who  be¬ 
lieved  in  tiro  a  ins,  witches  and  evil  spirits.  lie  was,  how¬ 
ever,  an  industrious  farmer,  having  become  a' tenant  on 
the  land  of  one  John  Jones  at  Clifton,  near  the  mouth  of 
r..:nt  Creek,  in  West  Virginia.  He  was  about  thirty 
wars  of  age,  his  family  consisting  of  a  wife  and  one  child. 

One  night  in  tire  year,  1/SO,  he  had  a  dream  teat  he 
was  lvinsr  in  a  fence  corner  near  the. house,  and  was  bit- 
ten  bv  a  rattlesnake  and  died  from  the  effects  thereof. 
Because  of  the  dream  he  was  afraid  :  j  go  to  the  field  a- 
the  following  day,  it  being  the  wagon  of  corn  gather- 
in  f.  His  wife  volunteered  to  go  with  him,  and  taking  her 
sewing  she  sat  on  the  fence  keeping  lookout  for  Indians 
while  her  husband  pulled  blades  from  the  corn.  Noon  time 
c  me  and  no  unusual  happenings,  ihey  went  to  the 
house,  ate  dinner,  and  returned  to  the  field  where  Mrs. 
Wvatt  resumed  her  sewing  and  he  continued  to  pull 
blades  from  the  corn.  I  hey  had  been  at  work  only  a  few 
minutes  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  three  Indians  who 
had  concealed  themselves  behind  a  fodder  stack  close 
where  Mr.  Wyatt  was  working.  Mrs.  Wyatt  escaped 
unharmed  bv  fleeing  to  the  bouse.  I  he  dead  body  of  Mr. 
Wyatt  was  found,  bis  scalp  having  been  removed  and 
carried  ofif  by  savages. 

MRS.  SMITH  MURDERED  IN  WEBSTER  COUNTY 
Mrs.  Smith  lived  in  Pocahontas  County  near  where  the 
town  of  Edray  is  now  located.  She  and  a  Mrs.  Drennan, 
and  a  little  son,  were  captured  by  the  Indians  and  were 
being  taken  through  Webster  County  by  a  trail  leading 
down  the  Elk  River  past  the  Fork  Lick,  now  Webster 
Springs,  to  the  Indian  Camp  in  Ohio. 
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At  Miller’s  Bottom,  five  mil*  •  above  W-  ’  r  Springs, 
Mrs.  Smith  became  weary  and  tired  cm  1  ■  •  aide  to 

keep  up  with  the  Indians.  The  Indian •  M  her  with 

the  tomahawk,  scalped  her  and  tin,  v  ’/  in  the 

Elk  River,  and  continued  their  ruth!  .  /. 

STROUD  THE  PIO  ..  1.1 

Adam  Stroud,  of  German  descr:  .  1  led  on  the 
Gauley  River  in  1772.  lie  is  believ  1  to  :  been  the 
first  white  settler  in  V  ebster  County.  1 1  -  -*  t  point 

on  the  Gauley  River  where  he  first  sett1  1  e  ot  known, 
but  it  was  near  the  town  of  Cowen,  with:  at  is  known 

as  the  “Glades.” 

In  the  su.  uner  of  the  year  1785,  Mr.  1  1  ft  his 

home  to  go  to  Bulltown  to  obtain  a  supply  it.  This 
r: ire  and  useful  commodity  was  ’  .aiiiua*  1 1  that 

place  by  a  tribe  of  friendly  Dela\  we  Ind.  .  On  his 
return  to  his  home  a  few  days  later,  he  fom.I  his  entire 
family  consisting  of  his  wife  and  seven  children  mur¬ 
dered,  their  bodies  all  lying  in  the  yard,  their  scalps  hav¬ 
ing  been  taken  off,  and  the  cabin  having  been,  burned  to 
ashes.  His  cattle  had  been  killed  or  driven  away. 

He  traced  the  trail  of  the  killers  to  the  vicinity  of  Bull- 
town.  Then  desolate  and  alone  he  made  his  way  to  a 
settlement  on  Hacker’s  Creek,  in  Ilamson  County.  Wil¬ 
liam  White,  William  Hacker,  Jesse  Hughes  and  John 
Cutwright  made  their  way  to  Bulltown  and  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  murdered  Captain  Bull,  and  all  toe  L.  ...ms  living 
there,  and  threw  their  bodies  in  the  Eitt  e  Ran.,  na  Ki\  er  , 
although  when  they  returned  they  denied  haw  g  seen  an 
Indian  in  their  absence. 

John  Cutwright  died  in  1S52,  when  he  had  r-. ached  the 
age  of  one-luindred  and  five  years.  On  his  ocr.tn-bcd,  as 


lot 
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related  by  one  historian,  he  told  of  the  killing  of  Captain 
Hull  and  all  of  the  Indians  found  in  the  village  of  Bull- 
town.  Their  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  river. 

The  true  facts  as  to  the  murderers  of  the  Stroud  fam¬ 
ily  will  never  be  known.  The  real  perpetrators  arc  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  a  tribe  of  Shawnees  passing  through 
on  their  way  to  their  settlements  beyond  the  Ohio  River. 

These  Indians,  Captain  Bull  and  five  families  of  his 
relations,  had  come  to  the  T.ittle  Kanawha,  and  made 
their  home  at  Bulltown  in  Braxton  County,  after  their 
New  York  homes  had  been  burned  by  the  whites.  They 
were  friendly  with  the  whites.  It  was  here  that  salt  was. 
manufactured  by  these  inoffensive  Indians  and  supplied 
to  the  settlers  in  Webster,  Lewis,  Braxton,  Gilmer  and 
Upshur  counties  before  the  Civil  War. 

“TACKETT’S  PINE” 

Lewis  Tackett  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the 
Kanawha  Valley.  lie  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Coal  River, 
and  constructed  Tacketts  Fort,  a  short  distance  below 
the  mouth  of  Coal  River,  and  founded  a  settlement. 

Tackett  was  feared  and  dreaded  by  the  Indians  and 
always  surrounded  himself  in  the  settlement  by  men  of 
similar  caliber. 

In  1787,  he  and  two  other  men  went  down  the  Kanawha 
Valiev,  hunting  for  game.  They  were  only  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  fort  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  seven 
stalwart  Indians.  The  two  men  fled  and  escaped,  but 
Tackett  was  captured  by  the  savages. 

The  Indians  immediately  decided  to  take  him  to  their 
Sciota  Towns  in  Ohio,  and  he  knowing  that  such  meant 
certain  death  to  him,  resolved  to  escape  at  the  first  op¬ 
portunity.  The  savages  bound  his  hands  with  buckskin 
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thongs  and  took  his  riile  from  him.  i  hey  '  a  lartcd 
in  the  direction  of  the  Ohio  River.  After  '  g  a  few 

miles,  they  ascended  the  hillside  L-r  a  h  stance, 

and  on  arriving  at  the  foot  of  a  la r  '  p:  v,  h  stood 

on  the  point  above  Buffalo,  West  V  ■  ',  'cd  him 

securely  to  the  tree.  He  feared  he  wo  id  be  1  cd  alive, 
but  soon  learned  that  uch  was  not  their  p  :e.  After 
having  strapped  him  securely  to  the  tree  the  Indians 
started  back  toward  the  fort.  He  tried  every  possible 
means  to  free  himself,  but  in  vain.  He  ed  to  :  each  the 
thongs  with  his  mouth  but  failed;  he  tried  to  break  them 
but  to  no  avail.  He  observed  c!  aids  rising  and  heard 
thunder.  As  lightning  flashed  about  him  he  quietly  re¬ 
signed  to  the  fate  that  awaited  him,  appearing  pow.  i  less. 
He  thought  of  prayer  as  the  storm  rolled  no  rcr  and  the 
stalwart  pine  swayed  to  and  fro  and  rain  fell  in  torrents. 

Suddenly,  he  felt  the  cords  that  bound  him  loosening. 
He  strived  to  liberate  himself  and  succeeded.  With  the 
speed  of  a  deer  he  bounded  down  the  mountain  side, 
swam  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  and  soon  was  safe  in  the 
fort. 

This  place  has  since  been  known  as  “Tackett’s  Pine.” 
THE  BOZART  FAMILY 

John  Bo/.art  lived  in  the  Buckhannan  settlement  near 
Buekhannan,  West  Virginia,  but  within  Randolph  Coun¬ 
ty- 

In  1795,  the  Indians  made  a  raid  on  the  Buckhaunon 
settlement  and  took  captive  Mrs.  Bo/.art  and  two  of  her 
children,  after  killing  three  or  four  of  the  smaller  ones. 
At  the  time  of  the  raid  Mr.  Bozart  and  two  sons,  George 
and  John,  were  hauling  grain  to  the  barn  near  the  house. 
Having1  heard  screams  and  shrieks  they  hastened  to  the 
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house  to  determine  the  cause.  George  approached  the 
louse  first  and  escaped  being  shot  by  falling  to  the 
ground  just  as  he  saw  an  Indian  rai  e  the  gun  and  press 
the  trigger.  The  Indians,  believing  George  to  be  dead 
p  o.sued  the  father,  who.  escaped  by  running.  George, 
ex:  voting  to  be  scalped,  lay  upon  the  round  anticipating 
the  approach  of  an  Indian  at  which  time  he  planned  to 
catch  him  by  the  legs  and  throw  him  to  the  ground. 

Xot  being  noticed  by  the  Indian,  George  arose  and 
fled.  lie  overtook  his  brother  who  was  lame  and  offered 
him  every  assistance,  but  seeing  a  ravage  rapidly  pur¬ 
suing  them,  he  knew  it  meant  sudden  death  for  both  of 
thiun  if  he  remained  with  his  brother.  He  ran  through 
the  woods  and  soon  overtook  his  father  who  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  him. 

Mrs.  Ilozart  and  two  sons  were  taken  by  the  Indians 
tu  the  Indians'  towns  in  the  Ohio  Valley.  They  were 
later  surrendered  to  General  Anthony  Wayne  at  Green¬ 
ville,  September  9,  1795,  by  a  party  of  sixty  or  seventy 
Shawnees. 

“THE  CAPTIVE  BELLE” 

In  1774,  the  Shawnee  Indians  scalped  and  killed  five 
children  of  John  Lybrook,  in  Giles,  Xew  River,  while 
they  were  playing  by  a  stream.  They  also  captured  a 
woman,  Mrs.  Margaret  Hall,  and  took  her  to  Ohio  where 
she  remained  in  captivity  until  1794.  During  that  time 
she  was  transferred  to  the  Delawares,  where  she  was 
adopted  by  a  young  chief. 

These  Indians  were  a  civilized  tribe  having  cattle  and 
being  able  to  make  butter,  fritters  and  pancakes.  Mrs. 
Hall  remained  with  them  for  some  time.  A  young  Indian 
Chief  fell  violently  in  love  with  her,  proposed  to  marry, 
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and  upon- her  refusal,  threatened  her  life. 

She  fled  seventy  miles  distance  on  her  ’  A  to  her 
fui-ter  sister  and  brother,  but  was  j  1  by  the  chief 

who  insisted  that  she  should  marry  hi-  .  He  !c  n 
effort  to  strike  her  and  the  foster  ’  •  <v  a  elf 

between  them  and  received  a  sligl  ■  l  i.i  be  side, 
the  point  of  the'  knife  striking  the  rib.  The  i  'inn  girl 
seized  the. knife,  broke  it  and  thre.v  it  away.  The  foster 
brother  also  defended  her  on  his  return  from  hunting 
game.  The  disappointed  lover  was  driven  away  :.  1  later 


killed  in  battle. 

Mr- .  Hall  was  .  turned  to  her  people. 

THE  STORY  OF  ROBERT  HL'-H 

Robert  Hughes  settled  at  a  point  on  the 
River  opposite  Paint  Creek.  lie  was  a  :  . 


. .  •awha. 
1  hunter. 


trapper  and  fisherman. 

He  built  a  fish  trap  at  the  mouth  of  Paint  Creek,  and 
always  visited  it  soon  after  daybreak  each  morning. 
.Indians  were  numerous  in  the  vicinity,  and  they,  know¬ 
ing  of  the  fish  trap  and  the  regular  morning  visits  made 
by  Hughes,  arranged  his  capture. 

Early  one  morning  Hughes  accompanied  by  his  neph¬ 
ew  crossed  the  Kanawha  River  in  a  canoe,  and  leaving 
the  guns  in  the  canoe,  prepared  to  wade  in  to  raise  the 
traps.  Five  InHans  appeared  and  made  them  prisoners. 
Thcv  were  in:.:  ed  up  Paint  Creek  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles,  the  part  ,  i.eeping  in  the  bed  of  the  Creek  the  en¬ 
tire  distance,  tu  prevent  the'  whites  from  following  the 


trail. 

Hughes  spent  two  years  with  the  Indians  and  learned 
the  cu.-toms  and  the  Shawnee  language.  He  was  a  good 
hunter  and  was  frequently  trusted  by  the*  Indians  to  go 
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to  the  woods  alone  to  kill  game.  On  one  of  1 1 1  c  hunts  lie 

i:  lc  his  escape. 

He  traveled  by  night  and  concealed  himself  by  day. 
It  required  four  days  to  rc  eh  the  fort. at  Point  Pleasant, 
lie  remained  at  the  fort  for  several  weeks  and  then  ic- 
turned  to  Hughes  Creek,  named  for  him,  eighty-three 
miles  up  the  Kanawha  River. 

Tlie  voting  nephew,  taken  prisoner  with  him,  was  never 
heard  of  again. 


THE  MORRIS  CHILDREN 

Ilenrv  Morns  \vas  an  early  scttlei  in  Nicholas  County, 
having  settled  there  prior  to  1792.  lie  was  adventurous, 
and  his  going  to  Nicholas  County  amid  the  savages,  was 
against  the  wishes  of  his  relatives  and  fiiends.  Hunting 
rfr.  l  trig  | 1  mg  made  the  wilderness  attractive  to  him  and 
in  company  with  John  Voting,  a  celebrated  hunter  and 
trapper,  he  settled  at  what  is  known  as  I  eter  s  Creek. 

The  greater  portion  of  his  time  was  spent  in  close 
proximitv  of  the  cabin,  as  in  the  valley  of  Peter  s  Cieek, 
beavers,  otters,  muskrats,  foxes  and  turkeys  were  found 
in  abundance. 

Henry  Morris  bad  two  daughters,  Betty  age  fourteen, 
and  Peeew  arre  twelve  years.  One  summer  afternoon 
about  sunset,  they  were  sent  down  a  path  a  few  hundred 
vards  to  drive  the  calves  up  to  the  house.  A  short  dis¬ 
tance,  and  within  sight  of  the  house,  they  were  seized  by 
the  Indians,  tomahawked  and  scalped.  I  heir  screams 
were  heard  by  Morris  and  A  oung,  who  ran  out  to  find 
one  dead  and  the  other  dying.  The  dying  girl  exclaimed, 
“Father,  I  am  killed,”  and  expired.  The  bodies  were 
buried  on  the  banks  of  Peter’s  Crock. 
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Mr.  Morris  Took  the  remainder  of  his  family  a  I  all 
of  his  furniture  and  started  to  Kelly  ■  C reek  l'V  l  .  mg 


next  day.  He  sadly  1 

amented  the  lo- 

a  of  his  two 

t. 

ters  and  resolved  he 

would  thcrcaf  • 

•r  kill  cv 

i 

who  came  his  way. 

On  several  oc>- 

sinus  tills 

be 

early  settlers  trouble 

as  it  was  with 

difficulty  ■ 

y 

prevented  him  from 

killing  friendly 

1  peae 

f 

a- 

dians. 

Georsre  A.  Alderson,  a  citizen  of  N P '  '  C  ,ty 
erected  a  monument  at  Summerville,  in  y  of  the 

Morris  children  killed  on  Peter’s  Creek.  The  vu.  sent 
is  dedicated  to  the  pioneers  of  Nicholas  C  t y. 

■WILLIAM  CAP  '  >  L 

William  Carroll  settled  in  K  :  uwha  Con  y  prior  to 
1789,  having  built  a  log  cabin  f-  -nr  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  Kelly’s  Creek.  The  Gentle:,  in  settlement  was  a  vil¬ 
lage  where  Charleston  now  is  located. 

One  Spring  d  ly  Carroll  sent  his  family  to  the  Kelly’s 
Creek  foit  and  then  started  to  the  Clcndcnnin  settlement 
on  horseback.  While  on  his  way  he  discovered  a  group 
of  Indians  concealed  in  the  pawpaw  bushes,  and  he  leap¬ 
ed  from  his  horse  just  as  they  fired.  Two  balls  hit  the 
horse  killing  him  instantly. 

Kelly  ran  over  a  bottom  land  surface  several  hundred 
yards,  the  Indians  pursuing  him  closely.  He  leaped  into 
the  river  and  swam,  diving  and  swimming,  alternately, 
to  evade  the  shots  from  the  rifles  of  the  savages.  Upon 
reaching  the  shore  he  ran  along  the  hank  for  a  distance 
of  ten  miles  to  the  Paint  Creek  settlement  and  thus  made 
his  escape. 

The  Indians  then  went  to  his  home,  plundered  it,  set 
fire  to  it,  killed  his  milch  cow,  and  then  fled. 
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Whore  Etc  the  war  whoop’s  hideous  sound 
Alone  disturbed  the  silence  round; 

W  here  1  ite Mho  godless  wigwam  stood, 

1 '  pi  lie  uni  id  !  ige  of  wood; 
Where  lately,  armed  for  deadly  strife. 

With  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife, 
ddie  Natives  strove; 

Now  dove-eyed  Peace  triumphant  reigns, 
And  o’er  the  cultivated  plains, 

In  converse  sw<  t,  dust  maids  and  swains, 
Contented  rove. 


A  Tribute  to  Uncle  Moore  I r.  .trick 

“And  the  night  shall  he  filled  with  su:  :c, 

And  the  cares  that  infest  the  d  .y 
Shall  fold  their  tents  like  the  .*  .  .bs 
And  as  silently  steal  away.” 

At  the  close  of  the  Autumn  season  1  ’  re  the  first  of 
snow,  Uncle  Moore  Ilamrick  died  at  lris’lk  i  it  M  ..Rain 
home  in  Webster  County,  West  Virginia.  vemher  Id, 
1938.  Funeral  service  was  held  in  the  P  Mon  tain 
Church  November  15,  by  Rev.  L.  C.  Ilarri  Rev.  A.  F. 
Gregory,  and  Rev.  S.  N.  Miller,  and  in;  rm<  t  was  made 
in  the  churchyard  cemetery.  lie  is  survive!  by  two  sons 
and  two  daughters — Mrs.  Martha  Louie  Hogs.  >.  of  Ran¬ 
dolph  County;  Mrs.  Abbigal  Josephine  Ilogwi  ml  Tal¬ 
bott  Ilamrick  of  WYbster  County;  and  Farmer  H.  mrick 
of  Kanawha  County.  One  son,  Fleming  S.  Ila.  ■  rick, 
died  in  1934.  lie  is  also  survived  by  one  brother  and  one 
sister — Adam  Dolliver  Hamrick  of  Webster  County,  and 
Mrs.  Phoebe  Ann  Ilamrick  of  Randolph  County. 

Uncle  Moore  was  .born  April  15,  1859,  in  Randolph 
County,  Virginia,  now  Webster  County,  West  Virginia, 
the  son  of  James  M.  and  Rebecca  (Dodrill)  Hamrick;  the 
grandson  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Gregory)  Ilamrick; 
the  great-grandson  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (McMillian) 
Ilamrick.  His  great  grandfather  participated  in  the  A- 
merican  Revolution,  and  came  to  Western  Virginia  fol¬ 
lowing  the  surrender  at  Yorktown  in  1781. 

Uncle  Moore  attended  the  private  schools  and  early 
public  schools  in  the  Elk  Valley  of  Webster  County,  lie 

HI 


— 


1  ;2 


THK  HAMRICK  AND  OTHER  FAMILIES 


was  mum  for  his  undo,  the  late  Henry  C.  Moore,  who 
was  one  o.  !iis  to  ehers  in  the  private  schools.  On  Dc- 
Cc:.  her  20,  iS/7,  he  man  -'  >1  Susan  Hamrick,  daughter  of 
S  ire  Ad  n  and  Rebecca  (Mollohan)  Hamrick,  and 
'  :t  his  home  on  Point  Mountain  in  Webster  County 
w '  ere  he  resided  for  sixty  years.  He  engaged  in  fanning. 
His  home  was  the  location  of  the  Wancta,  West  Virginia, 
post  office  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years.  For  the  past 
ten  years  the  Moore  Hamrick  farm  has  been  the  annual 
meeting  place  of  the  ITamrick-Gregory  families. 

Uncle  Moore  enjoyed  the  unique  privilege  of  having 
lived  in  the  same  community  his  entire  life.  He  was 
■twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  war  between  the 
s :  ite?  and  remembered  vividly  those  days  of  strife  and 
bitterness,  as  well  as  the  period  of  reconstruction  and 
pi-aec  that  followed.  He  remembered  when  Webster 
County  was  formed  in  I860,  and  the  event  of  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia  to  the  Union  in  1S63. 
His  educational  opportunities  were  limited  but  he  avail¬ 
ed  himself  of  such  as  there  were  and  supplemented  what 
he  learned  in  school  by  reading  and  study.  Although  he 
did  not  travel  extensively,  his  intellectual  qualities  were 
not  commonplace.  His  kind  and  gentle  spirit,  his  high 
moral  standards,  and  his  rare  sense  of  honesty,  won  for 
him  the  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him.  Throughout 
hi>  life  and  in  a  period  of  many  changes,  he  represented 
the  best  traditions  and  the  highest  ideals  of  the  commun- 
ilv  where  he  lived.  The  appreciation  of  his  character  and 
the  influence  of  his  example  will  continue  to  grow  year 

bv  year. 

*  * 

The  span  of  life  of  an  individual  is  short  when  com¬ 
pared  with  time  which  is  limitless.  As  compared  with  the 
average  life,  Uncle  Moore  was  given  more  lime  here  than 
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most  men.  Tfc  survived  many  of  the  fr’-nds  ■  f  his  youth. 
He  was  horn  in  the  late  pioneer  period  in  W  Virpnia, 
and  was  privileged  to  sec 'many  development  ■  his  ho. no 
county.  The  strong  and  accurate  mw  or/  v.Iw  h  he  re¬ 
tained  through  the  years  was  indeed  a  connecting  link 
between  the  past  and  the  present.  Although  he  was  not 
spared  a  tedious  and  painful  illness  during  the  few  weeks 
preceding  his  death,  the  seasons  had  been  kind  to  him, 
and  the  years  rested  gracefully  upon  him.  He  1  1  reach¬ 

ed  the  good  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Uncle  Moore  was  a  good  citizen  and  a  loyal  fr  d.%  To 
him  home,  church,  school,  friends,  and  go  !  gow.  ament, 
were  the  worth-while  things  of  life.  He  :  riled  a  deep 

religious  conviction.  He  joined  the  Metis  List  Episcopal 
Church  in  young  manhood  and  remained  a  loyal  and  faith¬ 
ful  member  thereafter.  He  believed  in  prayer.  He  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  existence  of  an  omnipotent  Power  and  its 
influence  and  guidance  in  his  daily  life.  "I  will  instruct 
thee  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  which  thou  shalt  go:  f 
will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye."  Psalm  32:8.  “Thou  shalt 
guide  me  by  thy  counsel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to 
glory.”  Psalm  73:24.  lie  was  a  devout  and  sincere  Chris¬ 
tian.  He  had  implicit  faith  in  the  resurrection,  and  be¬ 
lief  in  the  life  everlasting,  as  promised  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  “I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  ...  I  will  come 
again  to  receive  you  unto  myself;  where  I  am,  there  ye 
may  be  also.”  John  14:2,  3. 

Not  only  will  Uncle  Moore  he  missed  by  his  family 
and  neighbors  in  the  local  community,  hut  he  will  he 
missed  by  a  large  group  of  relatives  and  friends  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  Ilis  home  by  the  side  of  the  road, 
on  one  of  the  principal  highways,  was  a  landmark  in  the 
county.  Many  a  weary  traveler  in  years  long  past  found 
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shelter  bv  his  fireside,  and  many  friends  enjoyed  his  hos- 
p  i  t  ' 1 1 t  y . 

(;1  reminiscence,  we  see  his  familiar  form  at  the  gate 
and  recall  his  friendly  countenance.  We  would  wish  for 
the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand  and  the  sound  of  a  voice 
that  is  still.  In  anticipation,  we  feel  the  silence  of  his 
Point  Mountain  home,  and  we  see  the  vacant  chair  at 
the  annual  reunion  of  our  family.  But  Uncle  Moore  would 
not  have  us  to  mourn  his  passing.  He  lived  in  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  ce.il  to  the  great  beyond,  the  next  natural  step 
that  all  nr  •  t  take.  In  that  spirit  we  pay  tribute  to  one 
we  loved,  in  the  hope  of  a  perfect  .  inion  hereafter. 

“So  long  thv  power  hast  blest  me,  sure  it  still 
Will  lead  me  on 

O’er  moor  and  fen.  o’er  crag  and  torrent. 

Till  the  night  is  gone; 

And  with  the  morn  those  angel  faces  smile,  ^ 
Which  1  have  loved  long  since  and  lost  a-wlule. 

By  Maymc  Herbert  Hamrick 
1437  Rhode  Island  Ave.  N.  W. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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